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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and lead prayers.

QUESTIOW-'STATE GARDENS
BOARD.

Appointment, Personnel, Finance.
Hon. WV. J1. MANN asked the Chief

Secretary: 1, Was the State Gardens Hoard
appointed under Section 3 of the Parks
and Reserves Act, 1895? 2, If so, when, and
who are the members? 3, Has an account
of all moneys expended and received by the
board, as provided in Section 12 of the Act,
been furnished to the Treasurer? 4, If so,
will the 'Minister lay on the Table such state-

ments for each of the last five financial
years? 5, floes the Act empower the board
to borrow money without a guarantee by the
Government? 6, What financial arrange-
muenits by way of bank overdraft exist be-
twveen the board and any bank? 7, Have the
Government guaranteed such bank over-
draft? If so, to what amount? 8, What is
the estimiated cost of Yanchep, Inn for-(a)
erection of building and cgnveniences; (b)
furnishings and plant? 9, How were the
building and furnishing of Yaachep Ina

0financed? 10, What amount has been ex-
pended for all purposes at Yanchep by the
board lip to the 30th November, 19369 11,

2What other Government departments have

2been utilised for effecting improvements at
Yanehep, and, if any, to what financial ex-
tent respectively? 12, In view of the success
attending the board in the development of
National Park and Yanchep, wvill the Gov-
erment arrange for the board to undertake
the furthe r'development, from a tourist
viewvpoint, of tourist activities in other parts
of the State, particularly Yallingup, Mar-
garet River Caves, and the South-West and
Great Southern scnic districts? 18, What
was the cost of printing and photography
sulpplied by the Government Printing Office
to the hoard-(a) for the year ended the
30th Junse, 1986; (b) for the period between
the 1st July and the 30th November, 1936?
14, Has the cost of such Services been paid
to the Government Printing Office; if not,
why not? 15, Has the cost of any printing
and photography executed by the Govern-
ment Printing Office for the board been
debited on the books of the Government
Printing Office to the Premier's Department;
if so, for what reason?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, On December 1.3, 1920. Mr. L. E.
Shapcott, Chairman, and M~r. C. 0. 'Morris,
member. 3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5, The State
Gardens Board is primarily financed from
its own earnings. Banks have bad sufficient
confidenice to lend money to the State
Gardens Board without any Government
guarantee or special authority under the
Parks and Reserves Act, 1895. Times of
Special stress also have been temporarily
al'eniatrd by personral assistance from the
chairman of the Board, without interest or
security. 6, A gentleman's agreement to
overdraw to the extent of £600. 7, No.
Banks have never sought, and would not ac-
cept a Government guarantee in a case of



[COUNCIL.]

this nature. In any ease the banks are not
unduly alarmed, as the debit against the
overdraft is nil. 8, £12,000; (a) £10,000;
(b) £2,000. 9, From the Board's revenue
and by loan. 10, £25, 740. 11, This is im-
possible to itemise, as the Government, per-
manient heads and professional officers,
though they cannot provide financial assist-
ance, are anxious to advance and popularise
all tourist resorts All moral support pos-
sible has been given and much private time
devoted by Government experts towards
furthering Yanchep's progress. 12, This is
a matter of policy which has not yet arisen.
13, It would be difficult t o supply the data
as requested. Printing and photography
are performed without discrimination for
all State tourist resorts. In pursuance of this
policy the Government Photographer has
just completed a four weeks' publicity tour
of the Margaret and Yallingup caves an~d
areas. In addition to the services rendered
by the Government Printing Office, much
tourist publicity is supplied by the Board's
publicity officer who is paid, not by the Gov-
ernment, but by the Board.

QUESTION-GRASSHOPPER MENACE.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE (for Hon. G. B.
Wood) asked the Chief Secretary: In view
of the general uncertainty and uneasiness
among farmers of the eastern and north-
eastern wheat areas regarding the increasing
grasshopper menace, will the Government
make an early announcement of their future
policy to deal with the pest, particularly on
abandonedI Agricultural Bank holdingsT

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Very
earnest consideration is being given to this
matter, but the Government are not vet inl a
position to make anl announcement.

MOTION-MIXES REGULATION ACT.

To Disallow Amendments to Regulation.

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[4.36]: I move-

That the amendments to paragraphs (c) and
(e) of Regulation No. 4, mnade under the Mines
Regulation Act, 1906, as published in the "'Gov.
erment Gazette'' on the 4th December, 1936.
and laid on the Table of the House on the 8th
Decemiber, 1936, be and arc hereby disalowed.
I regret thast the proposed amendments have
been tabled in this House and in another
place. Some years ago I had experience of
the ventilation of mines, and to-day I wade

it my business to gain up-to-date informa-
tion of the practice, and I have been un-
able -to satisfy myself that the miners are
exposed to the harm suggested by the amend-
ments. Apart from that, there is ito ques-
tion that if the amendments are allowed,
much harm will lie done to the mining in-
dustry of Western Australia, harm that will
probably prove irreparable I. I need hardly
remind members that a* huge primary in-
dustry is being revived and built uip, that
vast numbers of men are being employed,
and that rich towns, not very large at pre-
sent, are springing up. This is partly due
to the fact that during the last few years
the price of gold has increased. A few
years ago the value of gold was in the vicin-
ity of £4 2s. to £4 4s. an ounce. The im-
provement in the industry is chiefly due to
the result of greater experience and increased
knowledge enabling our mining experts and
engineers to treat ore of very low grade. Let
me refer to an old mine that has lately been
taken over by a new company, the Big Bell
mine. That mine is dealing with ore as low
in grade as 31/2_ dwts. and is probably one
of the lowest-grade mines in the world that-
is being operated as a deep mine. Only a
few years have elapsed since ore of a value
of eight to ten dwts. was practically ignored.
Little attention was given to ore of that
value unless it could be mined very cheaply
and was a good free-milling ore. I do not
wish to dlve deeply into the subject mat-
ter of the ameudments. Briefly, as some of
the mines reach depth, some of the levels
become damp-as a rule they do not become
wet in this country-and the humidity in-
creases, and it is alleged that if the differ-
ence between the reading of the wet bulb
thermometer, which records the humidity,
and the reading of the dry bulb thermometer,
which records the ordinary temperature, does
not exceed 3 degrees Fahrenheit, that 1 or-
lion of tile mine is an unfit place for miners
to work in, that is, when the wet bulb shows
76 degrees Fahrenheit or more.

Hon. A. Thomson: Would not ventilation
improve that coaditiont

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM1: Yes. Mines
are being improved constantly. The method
adopted in Western Australia and in other
parts of the world is to effect improvement
by ventilation, but to alter thme system in
some of the mines, even in those most suit-
able to undergo alteration in respect to some
small portion, would occupy something like
six months. Altered methods of mining, im-
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proved ventilation, and other artificial means
could cause the difference between the two
bulb readings to exceed 3 degr~ees Fahrenheit,
but would certainly increase costs to such
an extent as to be out of the question,,be-
cause nearly all the mines are working on
a low margin of profit. Usually, the trouble
occurs in the deep levels. The major por-
tion of a mine would not be affected, and
it would be quite possible to work the un-
affected parts of the mine. That, however,
would be entirely uneconomic ruining, And
would increase costs. One does not need to
possess niuch knowledge of the mining in-
dustrv to know that there are very few
mines in Western Australia that are pay-
]ng good dividends, or, indeed, any divi-
dends at all. They are able to show a smnall
mnargin only by paying the very closest atten-
tion to costs. That is necessary in all mnines
where the grade of ore is ]ow. For each
mine an estimate is made of the probable
output and the estimated output must be
maintained. A mine has to continue to work
to the full limuit of its capacity, and if that
falls, only one thing can occur-up go
the costs, aind that is the last burden any
mine in 'Western Australia can 'hear.
When a. mine is working efficiently and
well, efforts are always made to keep the
ore at a certain average value. If a por-
tion of the workings is closed down, and
drying cannot be done there, the ore can-
not he mixed in the same way and the
values arc not as consistent. In many
cases large sums of money have been spent
in opening up blocks of ore, in stoping,
driving and so forth, and if some of these
places have to be closed down, efficient
running will be out of the question. Mines
that are now employing large numbers of
men will probably have to close down if
this amendment is enforced. I could grive
the names of many mines upon which the
amendment would have this effect, with
resultant unemployment to large numbers.-
of people. I will, however, refer to oi.y
one case, namely that of the Lake View
and Star. That is one of our leading mines
and employs a large number of men. If
this amendment is insisted upon, the mine
will have to close down. In nearly all the
deep levels of this mine, with the excep-
tion of two, the variation of the two bulb
readings is only two degrees Fahrenheit.
This means that practically the most im-
portant part of the mine would have to be
closed. When the Mines Regulation Act

Amendment Bill was under discussion the
other evening, the Chief Secretary inferred
that the only point to which I gave con-
sideratio-n was. the e~conomic aspect and the
cost of working the mines. That is not
the case. No one regrets more than ido
that miners should suffer from disease
contracted in the course of their employ-
ment. Very few men in authority wouAd
not be prepared to do what they can to
minimise those risks for the employees.
K~nowledge and science are doing every-
thing possible to improve the ventilation.
Only yesterday I was talking to one of
the most important mine managers in the
State. He informed me that in levels. or
stopes. where the temperature is 80 degrees
Fahrenheit it is now more comufortable for
the men than years ago when the tempera-
ture was 75 degrees Fahrenheit. That is
due to the improved systemrs, of ventilation
and the imp-roved knowledge of midning
generally. Ventilation is the main thing in
connection with the problems we have to
deal with. Fvrm all the informnation I
can obtain, I gather that the health of
iners is not going, to be improved if this

amendment is allowed to stand. On the,
other hand it 'ii mean the dismissal of
many men all over the goldfields, with in-
creased mining costs, and constitute a gen-
eral setback to the industry. I have tried
to find out what is the practice in other
parts of Australia, and whether such a
regulation as this is in vogue elsewhere
in the Commonwealth. The only instance
I can find is at Broken Hill. There are
sonic reasons for such a regulation there.
One reason is that the men are handling
lead ore, and at a not very high tempera-
ture that ore gives off fumes. It is a very
wealthy mine and a big pro dueer. It gives
the miners practically everything they ask
for. W11estern Australian mines could not
do that. On the other hand, the Broken
Hill mine can well afford to do that.

The Chief Secretary: Did you try the
Mines Departmnent 9

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: No.
Hoin. J. J. Holmes: Did you hear of any

gold mine in the Eastern States that is
working under this regulation?

Hon. C. 14.- WITTENOOM1: I cannot find
a single instance, although I have ap-
proached many people who ought to know
if that is so. I am going to mnake a brief
reference to South Africa. The majority
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of the employees on the mines in that and through the workings. I am informed
country are natives. There are, however,
numbers of white men who carry out very
hard manual work. One imagines that in
South Africa a white man does no manual
work. There is, however, certain work he
must do and which native labour is not
allowed to touch. I refer to firing and
dangerous wvork of that kind. I have made
particular inquiries into this matter.

Hon. J. Cornell: The white man fires out
after the boring has been done.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: That is5 so.
Whilst our deepest mines go down to about
3,500 feet, in South Africa they go down
to about 8,000 feet. I inquired whether in
South Africa the mine managers have the
same humidity troubles that we experience. I
learned that they do, and that they get read-
ings from the two thermometers ranging
between one and two degrees of each other.
There is no regulation there to interfere.
The managers and engineers are endeavour-
ing to solve the problem for themselves.
They know that the better mining conditions
they have Ille better work will they get out
of the employees. That is the ease in West-
ern Australia. The average mine manager
is a rensonable person. He does not want
to see the miner's health impaired or en-
dangered. From the humanitarian point of
view he does what he can to make employ-
ment in the mine as comfortable and healthy
as the conditions will p~ermiut. Proof of this
lies in the fact that very few miners who
are used to underground work would, if they
had the chance, transfer to work on the
surface. I have ascertained that on some
of the mines, especially the newer big mines,
there is a waiting list, and crowds of men
who are working onl the surface are waiting
to get down below. The conditions under-
ground in this State cannot, therefore, be
so bad. Apart from the humanitarian
aspect of the situation, there is the economic
aspect. Thi the big mines insurance is a
tremendous factor, and costs huge sums of
money eachi year. Naturally the manage-
ment wish to do what they can to reduce that
expenditure. The only way to do so is tu
make the mine as safe as Possible by reduc-
ing risks oft accident and the causes of ill
health amongst the employees. Ventilation
has improved beyond all knowvledge corn-
pared with a few years ago. That problem
is being overcome very rapidly. Strong
currents of air are forced along the levels

that in the working places a wet bulb show-
ting S0 degrees Fahrenheit indicates a tem-
perature that is not enervating, provided
there is plenty of air. Ventilation is the
crux of the situation. Mlining engineers are
making every endeavour to induce into all
the working places as much cool dry air as
is possible. From all the information I
have been able to gather it seems that this
amendment is absolutely unnecessary. It
will lead to the closing down of many mines
and ill do a great deal of damage amongst
the investing, public in London. If the n~in-
ing industry cannot attract cap~ital, it can-
not be keptL going. The name of Western
Australia is not good in London just now,
and people are inclined to send their capital
elsewhere. If the Lake View and Star and
other big mines were forced to close down
it would[ be anl appalling thing for this
State.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Lake View and Star
is not a poor mine.

Haln. C. H. WITTENOOMI: I am aware
of that. It t-mploys a large number of men,
but if it did close down, it would be a
disaster to this State.

Hon. J. Cornell: It ought not to close
down because of thle wet and dry bulbs.

Hon. 3. J. Holmes: This regulation can-
not be made to apply to only one mine.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I gather that
it will close dowvn because of the wet and
dry bulb rmgulations.

Hon. J. Cornell : Thea it deserves to do
SO.

Honl. J. Nicholson: Would the enforce-
ment of the regulations have the effect of
throwing iInen out of emnployment?

Hiln. C. H. WITTENOOTA: Yes, as the
resuit of mines being closed dIown.

Honi. J. Nicholson: You said the regula-
tion would affect the lowver levels.

Beon. C. H1. WITTENOOM: If it becomes
necessary to close down portions of the
mines, costs will be increased amid output de-
creased. On the present small margin of
profit that in being made by most of the
mines they could not possibly continue
operations That would mean that some of
the mines wvould clpse down. Where the
humidity was bad, it wvould inevitably lead
to thle closing of some of the deep) levels, and
to the employment of fewer men.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Then the regulation
would affect employment.
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Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: Yes.
Hon. J. Cornell: They drive dead-end too

far without connecting tip with the level
above. That is the trouble.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: Mines are
endeavouring to work on four dwt. ore. They
can only dr. that by exercising every econ-
omyv, consonant with giving consideration to
the health of the miners.

The Chief Secretary: It does not seem ats
if too nmh consideration is given to that
aspect.

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: It certainly
dloes receive most careful consideration.
This regulation is not going to lead to any
improvement in the health of the miners,
an 1. hope it will not be allowed to stand.

EON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.1] : I do
not know whether the Minister intends to
reply; but before the motion is put, I desire
to s'ay, on this all-important question of
ventilation in our mines, that there is one
stand we must take, If the experts, the men
who are paid to know-not the mine ianna-
gers and. not the mine workers-say that in
the interests of the men employed in the
mines the proposed action should he taken,
it is our duty to back them uip, irrespective
of consequences, irrespective of whether
mines close or not. For the sake of argu-
mient, if a person is at death's door and a
mnedical adviser is called in, one does not run
counter to his advice. Presumably the Gov-
ermnent have acted on the advice of their
technical experts only. Otherwise the amend-
ments to the regulation deserve to go out. if
the amendments have not been promulgated
by the technical advisers of the Mines De-
partment in the interests of the mine
workers, I am willing to vote for the motion.
If the Government, on ex-parte information,
have introduced the amendments, then we
should not commit ourselves in that dirbec-
tion. I believe I have made my position
absolutely clear. Mr. Wittenoom has men-
tioned South Africa. Some two years ago
it was my privilege to go to Kalgoorlie to
meet one of the most prominent mining men
of Johannesburg. I 'happened to introduce
him to one of our mining inspectors, and
he asked, "Are you a Government inspec-
tor?" The reply was, "Yes." Thereupon the
South African mining man said, "I am
pleased to meet you here" -it was in a hotel,
by the way-"0but you are the last man we
desire to sea on a Johnnesburg mine, be-
cause so far as the administration and en-

[00]

forcement of regulations for the prevent ion
of accidents are concerned, Government in-
spectors are hard, and what they say has
to go with us." That is as it should be here.
?-r. Wittenoom has said thnt the South
African miines (1o not provide wet and dry
bulbs. I admit that, but the South African
mining, regulations provide something ours
do not provide-that a definite number of
cubic feet of air per man per mninute shall1
pass through every working place. The
num~ber used to be 40; 1 understand it is
120 to-day. Our regulations provide that
the air passing through workig places shall
be sufficient to deflect the flame oi! n candle.
Thus there is a mighty difference between
the South African regulation and ours as
regards the volume of moving air.

Hon. H. Sed don: In our case it is 30 feet.
l-Ion. J. COR-2NELL: The position is en-

tirely different. Wet andi dry3 builbs, I under-
stand, do not count for inuch provided mov-
ing atr is passing through every working
ple in sufficient quantity to break down the
vitiated atmosphere, The ohlection on the
Golden Mile is mainly to dead-enids. Even
where the six-hour shift has, to he worked, ott
account of the vitiated atmosphere in dead-
ends and the connection is not made thiroughi
to the level above, there is only one way in
and only one way out, and a bl'ower or somue
other contrivance has to be installed to in-
troduce air. We hare to face up to the situ-
ation, as the South Africans have had to do
and are doing. They faced up to it long
ago, not because of the price of gold, which
was the standard price, but because they
discovered that it was profitable to do so.
They discovered that the lay-out which was
applicable and suitable to work a mline to
1,500 or 2,000 feet was utterly inadequate
for the working- of a mine at 3,000, 4,000 or
5,000 feet, simply because of lack of ven-
tilation. One South African mine spent
£80,000 to sink a ventilation shaft alone, so
that the atmosphere might be rendered as
congenial as possible to the nien working and
winning gold. And that is the position we
must face here in Western Australia. With
the price of gold doubled, our older mines
are being resuscitated and rejuvenated.
Whereas our mines 20 or 30 years ago
worked only at 1,500 to 2,000 feat, they are
now going down to 3,000 and 4,000 feet.
The la-y-out to-day is inadequate to meet
those conditions. As regards the Lake View
and Star, its record of turnover and
profts proves Unmistakably that the coni-
paiiy is in a financial position to face uip to
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the altered circumstances. W.~ith other mines
that is not so. I shall reserve judgment
until such time as I am given to understand
by the Minister that the amendments to the
regulations have been recommended by tile
proper people-the Government mining
engineers--itt the interests of the working
conditions of our mines. If that is so, I
shall vote against the motion for disallow-
ance.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H-.
Kitson-West) [5.11]: The subject of the
,notion is one of which I have very little
personal knowledge; and I was hopeful that
members representing goldinining constitu-
encies would at least have added to the in-
formation already conveyed to the House by
Mr. Wittenoorn ill his effort to justify the
disallowance, and by Mr. Cornell, whose re-
marks in my opinion have been distinctly
hlp~ful. To endeavour to rely to Mr. Cor-
nell first, 1 cannot tell the House who
actually recommended the amendments to the
regulation in the first instance, but I can
tell the House that the ' are purely de-
partmental amendments, which have been
drawn up by the departmental experts. That
is as far as I can go at tile moment. Now I
wish to deal with Mr. Wittenooi's remarks.
The hon. member objects to a statement I
made recently oin a Bill, that apparently the
only thing that counted in some of our mines
was the question of economical working. I
claim now what I claimed then. If we arc
to take any notice at all of the hon. mem-
ber's remarks, the economical working of the
mines is thc only thing that counts in the
minds of the people who have been advising
him in this matter, I do not want to be un-
f air. I do not know whether the hon. 'ner-
her has had any recent experience of min-
ing or not; but he tells us that in order to
fortify himself, he has sought information
to-day and yesterday. The bon. memiber has
obtained a fair amount of information.

Hon. J. J. Holmnes: Do you know that the
hon. member is a mining- engineer?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I was not
aware of that.

Hon. J. Cornell: He was one. I do not
know wh~ether he is one now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The fact
stated does not alter the effect of my remarks
at all.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Except that the lion.
nlembeF understands the subject.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: From the
bon. memnber's remarks I should say he does
understand the subject, especially from one
asp~ect. For that reason I am surprised that
he should be the one to move a motion of
this kind. Undoubtedly he has cvery right
to do so ; but there are other members of
the Chamber who, I would hare anticipated,
would move a motion dealing with amend-
meats to regulations for the mining indus-
tr y. If those amendments are considered
to be inadvisable from the aspect of the in-
dustry as a whole-and by those words "the
industry as a whole" I do not mean the min-
ing- companies, but the men who are em-
ployed in the mines as well as the mining
companies-they should be disallowed. Now
I will take the information submitted by
1Ar. Wittenoom, this afternoon. In reply
to a question from me, he said he had not
been to the Mines Department in conne-
tion with this matter. If the hon. member
is a mining engineer and has had experi-
ence of goldinining in this State or else-
where, it seems to me that one of the first
places he would have gone to would he the
Mines Department, in order to obtain the
department's point of view and the reasons
for the amendments made in the regulation.
The lion. member has been content to keep
away from that deparlnient, and to go,
apparently, to p~eople who ire interested in
goldmining from one aspect only--that of
making a low-grade proposition pay. The
lion. member wvill, T think, agree that these
remarks of mine are not unfair. He has%
said that he has regard for the health of
the mine workers, and that the mine man-
agers also have regard for the health of thle
men; but the lion. member knows just as
well as I do that in many cases, while the
men in charge of mining propositions are
])ossiblv, of the most humanitarian turn of
mind, they are not their own masters, but
have to do as they are instructed to do if
theyv desire to retain the positions they
hold. And that applies iii more than one
ease on the Golden Mile to-day. If neces-
sary, I can prove that statement right up
to the hilt.

Hon. .J. J. Holmes: Would not a Govern-
ment employee on a mine be similarly cir-
cumstanced9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course,
b~ut he would be obliged to have some regard
for the health of men working on the lower
levels. I take it from the bon. member's
remarks no regard should be paid to that.
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On that score, we are to understand front
the hio n. member that we must have regard
to the necessity for economical working at
the very deep levels iii order, as Mr. Wit-
tenoom put it, that the mines might work
to full capacity on the low-grade ore, and
thus provide dividends for the sharehold-
ers. That is a laudable objective.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: And provide
work for the miners.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is an-
other phase, Unfortunately, many of thee
men have no option but to work in the
gold mines. They have known no other
occupation throughout their lives,

Member: And a rotten occupation too.
The CHIEF SECRETARY:, I do not

know if the expression is Parliamentary,
but the occupation is certainly not an at-
tractive one when the individual is called
upon to work 3,000 feet below the surface.
In many instances these men are to-day
showing definite signs of the result of their
years of labour in the mines. Unless they
are prepared to go to the particular level
required in accordance with instructions
from the mine management, the men know
that they have no chance of securing full
employment. So it is that many men have
to be content to work under conditions that
are most distasteful in many instances, and
which, from my own experience, T know to
be such that very few men could tolerate
them for any length of time- So much is
that so that men have been regarded as
having done a fuU day's wvork after a
period of six hours. That was on account
of the difference between the wet and dry
bulb temperatures. I amt not an expert in
these matters and. I do not know too much
about what the difference between wet and
dry bulbs means. Fromt the little experi-
ence I have had, however, I do know that
where there is such a difference in the tem-
perature, the atmosphere, so say the least of
it, can lbe vecry discomforting.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not

my experience as a working miner. What
it would be like to work in such an at-
mosphere, I can only guess. Personally I
was glad enough to get out of the level.
Anotber point mentioned by Mrx. 'Witte-
noom that, I think, is worthy of note with
regard to this question, had reference to
insurances. Mr. Wittenoomt's statement was
to the effect that insurance was another

miatter that should be taken into consid-
eration, because it, was a tremendous bur-
den on the big mines, in consequence of
which it was necessary for the equspanies
to take every precaution to see that their
accident rate was low, and so forth. All
that may he quite so. The mines may have
to take every prcatltiofl against accident,
hut apparently there is no necessity, from
the hon. member's point of view, to take
all the necessary precautions reg-arding
temperatures in the levels where the men
have to work.

Hon, C. H. Wittenoonia: On the contrary,
I repeatedly said that the problem mining
engineers had to deal with was the venti-
lation of the mines in order to get tem-
peratuires down.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:. I was com-
ing to that point. The hon. member went
on to say llint one of the great problems
to-day was that relating to temperatures,
particularly in the bottom levels, lie re-
marked that munch scientific research was
taking place with a view to improving the
position in those parts of the mines most
likely to be affected by the regulation
undler fliscussion. I am given to under-
stand, rightly or wrongly, by the so-called
experts, that there is certainly difficulty
in the way of achieving the desired result
in some places. But, as they put it, no-
thing is impossible in that direction-so
long as the mining companies are prepared
to do their job. Mr. Cornell pointed out
that the very mine Mr. Wittenoom refer-
red to, namely, the Lake View and Star,
was operated by one of the wealthiest
companies in the State. To suggest to
inembers that the -regulation will mean the-
closing down of the Lake View and Star
mine, is to place a very low estimate on
their intelligence.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If it is applied to
the Lake View and Star, it will apply to
other companies as well.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Witte-
nooni also mentioned the Big Bell mine
where they are wvorking on ore of a
value of 32'A dwts. and expect to make
it pay. He suggested that because of the
fact that the company was -working on ore
of that description we should niot provide a
regulation such as that under discussion. I
do not know very -well the gentlemen who
are responsible for thie development of the
Big Bell proposition, but, from what I know

2561



2,562 [COUNCIL.]

of thern and frtont ily conversations wxith 76 degrees, the percentage maturation of the
them, limited though they have been, I am
satisfied that one of the first matters they
will attend to will be that of ventilation.
They realise thalt if they are to get the best
out of the men and the maximum output
they canl cope with, the men must be satis-
fild that they are working under the test
conditions possible.

IHon. J1. J. Holmes: Do not the mining
engineers realise that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 'They may,
but I am afr-aid theli. hands are frequently
tied. Does Mr. Holmes know that?

Hon. J. J. Hohmes: No, I do not.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, I do;

anad I call p~rove that statement very de-
filuitelv-.

Hon. .J. Cornell : The trouble is that it
will cost a lot of money properly to venti-
late the bottom level.

Thu CIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stand that is the real di llicuiltv. Without
dealing at any grenter length with Mr. Wit-
tenloom's statements. 1, will refer to inforia-
tion that has been supplied to me by the
department. The first amendment to Regos-
lation 4 (Generl Rules) to which Mr. Wit-
tenoom takes exepltion. is as follows:-

(a) Paragraph (e) of sublrule (1) under the
heading of 'Venitilation of Mines'' is amended
by adding time following words at the, eold of the
paragraph:-"'Provided that, whenever the temi-
perature reading of the wet bulb is 76 degrees
Falmrcnheit or over and the variation of the wet
and dry bullb is not more than three degrees
Fahrenheit, no work shall lie carried on wvhilst
a temperature is recorded within those -limits
except for the purpose of remiedying sibe condi-

That is the first portion that 1%r. Wittenoom
seeks to disallow. I an adisaed that the
amendment is necessary7 to acquire a maxi-
mum ternpleratur'e of 76 degrees Fahrenheit,
wet bulb wvhen humid conditions prevail. A
completely saturated atmosphere would re-
suit front a dry bulb rending of 76 degrees,
and a wet bulb reading of 76 degrees Fahren-
heit. I am also advised by the department
that the regulation has beeni framed with a
view to preventing men being worked in an
atmosphere unhealthily saturated wvith inois-
tare. I have also been supplied for the in-
formation of members, with details
showing that when the dIry bulb temperature
is 77 degrees Fahrenheit, and the wvet bulb
recording is 76 degrees, the atmosphere dis-
closes a 04 per cent. saturation. When tho
dry bulb shows 78 degrees and the wet bulb

atmosphere is 89. When the dry bulb read-
ing is 79 degrees, and the wet bulb Teading
76 degrees, then the saturation is 85 per
cent., and when the dry bulb shows So)
degrees and the wet bulb reading is 76 de-
.lees, the saturation of the atmosphere
reaches 80 jier cent. Those of uts who are
observant with regard to the conditions obl-
taining in the city from time to time, will be
able to understanid what that means with-
out having to go down a mine. We cain
realise what the conditions must he whent
the atmosphere is saturated even to the ex-
tent of 8O per cent.

Hon. J. Cornell: A good illustration
would he a humid dlay here with the advent
of the sea breeze. That is wihat is wainted
in the mines.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: WeT~ conie to
the point as to whether it canl be said to be
impossible to achieve what is desired. The
point was raised as t~o whether it was co-
inmially impossible to alter the conditions,

so that the regulation would not apply. A
third point was, if the second condition ap-
plies, ot, even the first condition, whether
we should allow in to be compelled to
work under such conditions. The -.%ines
D)epartmnent hold the negative view, and are
of the opinion that under such conditions
work should cease.

Hon. C. H. Wittenooma: The men are not
vomipelled to work there.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Listen to the
bell. member!

Hon. C. H. Witttenooni: If you closed
'down the munes, the wihole of the men would
be compelled to get other work.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will not
have the holl. member putting words into
inw' mouth. I have not said I am going to
close down the mines. The department
have not said so, nor have the Government.
Mr. Wlittenoomi said that if the reguIlations
were to apply, the Lake View and Star
would close down, and I say that his state-
ment was an insult to the intelligence of
every member of this Chamber. If the two
conditions I memition p)revail, namely, that
in any, one workingr place it is impossible
to comply with the conditions laid down in
the regulation, or, on the other'lhand, if it
is possible, bit not economical, to apply the
regulation and men are compelled to work
under such conditions, then we have every
right to say' that the regulation is perfectly
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correct. I doubt if, in such circumstances,
this House would be prepared to agree to
the disallowance of the reg-ulation. Dealing
with the second part of the regulation, it is
just as well for members to realise what
it actually states. It reads-

(b) Paragraph (e) is amended by adding the
following words after the words 'recoord 1book''
in the eighth line of that pa ragraph: ''and when
required by an inspector the manager shall I re-
cord on a notice board or other conmp±clus
place at the inie the result of every test mnade
under the provisions of this paragraph (c).)'

I-on. J. Cornell: I understood there is no
objection to that.

The PRESIDENT: Under Standijlg
Order 114, the debate must be interrupted
unless the Council otherwvise order.

Hon. H. Seddon: I understood the Stand-
ing, Orders were suspended.

The PRESIDENT: 'Not with respect to
Standing Order 114.

[Resolved]: That inotions be continued.)
The CHIEF SECRETARY: If these

reg-ulations arc disallowed. No. 4,
paragraph (e) also wvill not operate. In view
of the importance of these regulations, it is
just as wveil that I should give the House
the information supplied departmentally, ii'
order that members should have a know%-
ledge of the regulations we are dealing
with. Uinder this regulation (No. 4, para-
graph (e) ) it is provided that the manager
(when required by the inspector) shall, for
the infoinmation of employees, post on the
notice board the results of tests made in re-
spect of ventilation in working- faces. At
present these results are entered in the mine
record hook, which is not always readily
accessible. The new regulation will merely
enable the men to know the exact ventilation
conditions prevailing in the parts of the
mine where theyv work. What hon. member
could object to that particular regulation?9
.If the reguldations are disallowed, that one
will go by the board too. Irrespective of
whether we hove a practical experience
of gold mnining in this State, I think
that, everyone understands that under mod-
em mnining- practice, and on the biggest
mnes we have here-those that are paying
the biggest dividends-they are getting down
to between 3,000 and 4,000 feet below the
surface. From a report which I read some
months ago, I believe there is every pos-
sibility that when or before these particular
levels have been worked out, we may go still
further down,. That being so, it is highly

desirable tihat we should have regard for con-
ditions of this kind, even, in the interests of
the investors for whomn Mr. Wittenoozn has
so much regard-those people overseas who,
he says, will not invest in mining because,
of regulations of this kind(, a statenient
which seemns to me ridiculous. MyI experience
over a long- number of years-certainly not
in the willing industry, but in the industrial
world of this State-is that if one wants to
make a success of a big undertaking and get
the best return for the caplital invested, one
Van only do it by getting the best out of
those who arc, employed.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think that is appre-
rioted by the mines.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Various
methods are used to get the best out of emi-
ployees, to keep themn contented, and to pre-
vent the stoppages of wvork about which hon.
members had so much to say the other day.
So ]lng- as raining companies and other
employers are prepared to do that, they Rie
not likely to strike much trouble, but if an
employer is going to endeavour to compel
men to work, under the conditions I have des-
eribed,' most hon. members will understand it
is not likely he will get the best out of his
men. In view of the fact that Mr. Witte-
noom has admitted that it is an engineer-
ing problem and can be overcome, and seeing
that these regulations will not apply to
mines as a whole, but only to those partica-
Jar places where these templlerattures prevail,
andt that that may be only a very minor part
of the wvorking face of the mine-

Hon. J. Cornell: Only the (lead-end.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: -what the

member describes as the dead end-I cannot
see why Nir. Witteenoom is so keen to hare
these regulations disallowed. Iii view of the
infonnaition supplied to me. and being, forti-
fled by a little personal experience, I trust
that these regulations will not be disallowed,
and therefore oppose the motion.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.35]:
I listened with keen interest to the remarks
of the Chief Secretary. I 'was interested to
k;now from just what particular source these
regulations had emanated. One of the most
remarkable features of his reply-which I
take it was furnished lby the technical officers
of the department-is that while the import-
ance was stressed of the temperature and
the variation indicating the humidity, there
was very little reference to the most imn-
portant feature associated with providing
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healthy working conditions, namely, the The Chief Secretary: Had you spoken in
circulation of an adequate quantity of air.

The Chief Secretary: There was no neces-
sity to deal with that under this motion.

Hon. H. SEDDON: There was every
necessity, is I shall show. There are soe
extraordinjary features associated wvith this
regulation. It appeared in last Friday's
"Government Gazette" and it was gazetted,
apparently, without any communication with
the people who, I think, should have known
of the imposition of the regulation, that is
to say, the people engaged in the industry.
These companies were not aware of it until
the "Governimnt Gazette" was published.' I
know that for a fact. It seemed extraord-
inary that a regulation of this sort, which
obviously the technical officers realised would
seriously affect the operations of the mines,
was not communicated to the persons who
must necessarily be affected in their work
by it. It is very peculiar that there was no
attempt made to discuss the matter with
them.

The Chief Secretary: On what authority
do you make that statement?

Hon. Hf. SEDDON: The authority I have
is that thq amendments were not know,, to
any of the mining companies until they' were
published in the "Government Gazette."

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They knew something
was coming, but not what it was.

The Chief Secretary: I think the bon.
member might have made that statement
before, so that I could have had an oppor-
tunity of relplyiflg.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I took it that the
Minister was making an official statement o
behalf of the department. I gave him an
opportunity, iw a question I asked yester-
day, to explain wthat steps had been taken
in dealing with this regulation, and wvho had
been consulted. The question I asked was-

In connection with the amendment of Regula-
tion 4, paramgraphl (c), of the Mines Regulation
Act, 1906, r-elating to the '"Ventilation of
Mines'' contained on page 2001 of the I 'Gov-
ernmient Gazette'' isued on Friday, 4th leceni-
her, 1936, reducing the wet bulb) reading to 76
degrees Fahrenheit, with a 3-degree variation-

(1) Have any steps been taken to inquire as
to thne effect of the enforcement of this
regulation, having regard to the rock ten,-
peraturns c taining in thol lower levels of
the mines?

There was no reference in the reply' of the
Chief Secretary to the rock temperature in
the lower levels, a very important factor in-
deed in increasing temperature of air cir-
culated in mines.

this strain earlier, I would have given ample
replies.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Perhaps the Honr-
ary Minister will reply.

The Chief Secretary: He has no oppor-
tunity.

Hon. H. SEDDON: My question con-
tinned-

(ii) If so, wvhat inquiries were made, mid
what was the nature of thne information re-
ceived?

The Chief Secretary replied-
(i) No, but the effect of the regnation is

being carefuly watched.
(ii) Answe red b'y No. (i).

It is quite evident that the regulation was
imposed withou~t any consultation having
been made with the persons concerned, and
it is to be tried out and the effect carefully
watched. My information is that the resiults
will be most serious. The regulation pre-
viously in fore fixed the temperature for
the wet bulb thennometer at 80 degrees
Fahr. Prior to that regulation the wet bulb
temperature wvas 76 degrees Fahr. It was
raised to 8O as the result of expert advice
tendered in this State by a man brought
here especially to go into the whole question
of ventilation in relation to the volume of
air, temperature and humidity. A gentle-
man was selected to conduct a cross-exau-
ation as a representative of the union. As a
result of the evidence, this regulation fixed
the reading of the wet bulb thermometer at
80 degrees Fahr. The effect of the amend-
ment will be definitely to stop work where
the conditions laid down in the regulation
prevail. I will read the regulation so that
hon. members may appreciate it.

In amy part of tine underground workings of
a mine which has not been, closed off as disused
the reading of the wet bull) thermometer shall
not exceed 80 degrees Fahrenheit, provided that
whenever the temperature reading of the wet bulb
is 76 degrees Fahrenheit or ever, and the vni zn-
tion of the wet and dry, bulb is not more than
three degrees Fahrenheit, no work shall be wa~-
ried on whilst a tempevrature is recorded within
those limits except for thme purpose of remedying
the conditions.

This regulation fixing the wet bulb tempera-
ture at 80 degrees was adopted in 1929 as
a result of expert evidence. The Minister
referred to the question of the reading of
wet and dry bulbs. I would like to explain
that to make it clear. The temperature is
taken by an ordinary thermometer. It has
been found that if a piece of muslin is
wrapped around the bulb of the thermometer
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and is kept wet, there is an immediate drop
in the temperature, and that is directly pro-
portionate to the evaporation caused by the
air. Now, as the Minister has pointed out,
when the difference between the wet and dry
bulb is very narrow, the air has quite
a large percentage of moisture in it.
If a man is working in that atmosphere or
in any other atmosphere, it is all right so
long as the air has a cooling effect, for he
is then being cooled down. The degree of
cooling depends on the difference between
the wet bulb and the dry bulb. If that man
were working in a room where there was
no circulation of air whatever, the only
means by which the temperature of his body
could be kept right would be perspiration.
When we get these conditions for any time,
the man necessarily has to cut down the out-
put of energy, even against his wvill. It is
a purely automatic physical result.

Hon. A. Thomson: Is such an atmosphere
detrimiental to the health of the worker?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Of course if you in-
troduce circulation in the air you create a
different set of conditions. The effect of
that circulation is to improve the man's
bodily condition by the cooling effect of the
moving air.

Hon. J. Cornell: Like a sea breeze on a
hot day.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Exactly. That fac-
tor has to be taken into account. The ex-
pert to whom, I have referred said that it
was not so much the temperature or even
the humnidity, as it was the quantity of air.
This original regulation provides in Section
fl that there shall be a perceptible current
of air sufficient to deflect the flamec of a
candle from the vertical, but the test shall
not be made within 10 feet from the face of
any drive or crosscut, or from the tcp of
a rise or bottom of a shaft or winZe, nor
while rock drills are working so close to
the testing point as to cause aigitation of
the air. So the question of the circulation
of air has been dealt with by regulation. The
whole policy of the mine managers has been
and is to secure ample ventilation in the
mines.

Hon. A. Thomson: But this regulation
Would not interfere with such a conditio 1.

Hon. H. SEDDON: But it does. Thec
Chief Secretary made a strong point of the
fact that Mir. Wittenooni stressed the eco-
jiomic aspect and perhaps minimised the
humanitarian aspect. As a matter of fact,
the attitude of the companies towards venti-

Jation is definitely humanitarian. They
realise that it is essential to look after the
health of the men, which depends largely
on the ventilation in the mine.

Hon. J. Cornell: You really want to get
the had air out.

The Chief Secretary: Is that any reason
why efforts should not be made to improve
the working conditions?9

Hton. H. SEDDON: The companies are
doing that; they are speading thousands of
pounds on ventilation. The regulations pro-
vide that when a man is Working under bad
conditions the company have to put in a
sufficient supply of air. And they are doing
that. To see that this work is (lone is a job,
not only for the Government inspectors, but
for the workmen's inspectors also. The com-
panies are spending large sums, of mnone;
and are working all the time on their venti-
lating plans. Let members compare the
existing conditions in a mine will, those of
a few years ago and they will find that there
is to-day a very great improvement.

Hon. J. Cornell: But they are relying too
much on artificial ventilation.

Hon. G. W. Miles: if that is so, this
regulation would not apply.

Ron. H. SEDDON: Mr. Cornell raises
the question of natural conditions. Take
the Gwalia Mine: The manager of that mine
tried to comply with the recognised practice
of making the shaft an intake shaft for the
air. They got a big fan and carefully went
through their workings, but in spite of their
best efforts they could not divert the cirell.
lation of air.

Hon. J. Cornell: They had 110 uptake
shaft, 'had they?

Hon. H. SEDDON: No, but they made
special arrangements. The result was that
they put in the biggest fan it was possible
to obtain at that time and they have con-
sequently provided a very fine ventilation,
but they cannot reverse th air current. It
has been implied that some of the mine
managers are indifferent to the health of the
men. But the mine managers are them-
selves practical miners. One can go to the
managers on the Golden Mfile and he will
find that all have been through the mill.

Hon E. M. Heenan interjected.

Hon. ff. SEDDON: I ant speaking of men
like Thorn, Prior, Munro and others. All
are in close association with the working
men in the mine and are practical men.
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The Chief Secretary: I am told that when
Aworking in those places a man is not
snanaging the mine.

HOD. H. SEDDON: But that does not say
that the manager is not making every effort
to improve the conditions. Thle mining com-
painies say that they cannot comply with the
reguilations laid down in regard to the three
degrees variation, but that they try to get
as close to it asg they possibly can.

The Chief Secretary: They should be pre-
paired to give it a trial.

Hon. H. SEDDON: They are doing that.
I ali surprised that the Minister does not
know that from his technical officers. The
Minister said that this regulation was drafted
by the departmiental experts. I should very
rnich like to knowv whether it was drafted at
thle instigaltion of the Minister or whether
it was drafted by those experts as a recom-
mrendation to the Minister. The departmental
experts are aware of what is being done.

Hon. A. Thomson: Speak tip please, we
cannot hear you.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I will tell the House
something about the Lake View and Star,
one of the mines that have been mentioned.
The Lake Viewv installed a fan of 100.000
cubic feet per minute. Air is being drawn
out of the mine byv that fail. Then they have
another fant with a capacity of 75,000 cubic
feet. Yet despite those fans, and the control
of the currents of air through the mine, the
mine is not at lpresenlt able to secure a varia-
tion within the limits laid downr.

Hon. J. Cornell: Would another fan do it'!
Hon. H. SEIJDON: If the management

thought so, I take it they would put in
another. Here is some &'formation I asked
for and have received from
and Star. These are the
lower levels of the mine:-

1,300, new, lode-
1,0,No. S; ride

1,900, slope. after firing-
1.90o, No. :: lode

:2,100, N\o. 3 l odte
.2,100, W. branch
2,200, No. 2 lode
2,400, N\o. 3 lode-
2,500, No. .3 lode
2,500, 'No. 3lode
9,500, Nol. .3 lode, Sea. U
2,700, No. 3 lode
2,700, No. 3 lode
2,800, No. 3 lode
.3,000
3,100, upeast winze

2,000, Ivanhoe shanft flat

the Lake View
readings in the

wvet.
79
76
77
7 6
745)
70
70
76
78
79
79
79
79
79

76
i8

Dry.
81
.79
781/
78
77
-2
72
78
so
81
8]
811/
31
so
81
.79
79

On account of the high rock temnperature and
humidity, the variation fin lower levels averages
not m'ore than 2 degrees despite the installation
of a large ventilating fan.
So members will sse that the various mines
have tried to improve the conditions. M.
Wittenoom spoke on thle economic side. The
economic side has -this feature, that in view
of the better working conditions that canl le
given to the men, the better the work the
mine management will get from the men.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Speak uip; we cannot
hear you at all.

Hon. H. SEDDON: So from the economic
standpoint as well as any other standpoint,
it is to the interest of th companies to do
the best they can in this regard. And this
is the objective to which they are working
all the time. I have given the House thle
actual reading-s taken on the Lake View and
Star where, despite the big fans, they cannot
get any, more than at two degree variation.
In 1929, this matter was dealt with exhaus-
tiyvely in the Arbitration Court, and Pro-
fessor Chapman, of the Sydney Univer-
sity, was called to give evidlence. Profes-
sor Chapman has been engaged upon wvork
of industrial hygeiene in all parts of the
world, He is a recognised authority on
the subject, and has done much to improve
the conditions in Mines. His evidence
showed that the governing factor was not
so much the humidity as the supply of air
in adequate quantities, the very point that
Mr. Cornell stressed so empJhatically.

Hon. J. Cornell: The conditions in South
Africa are worse.

Hont. H. SEDDON: The conditions ii'
South Africa arc particularly severe.
Whereas here the rock temperature is 86
degrees, in South Africa it is 92 degrees,
and in certain parts of mines there, owing,
to [lie fact that water has to be used freely
to allay the dust, the variation between the
wvet and dry bulbs is much less than three
degrees. Professor Chapman in his evi-
dence stated-

Onl the question as to whether the standard
of 76 wet bulb is one that lends thle way coml-
pared with, other parts of the world, I say dis-
tinctly to the contrary. AnY place in which at-
tention is givenll te lieii cate determination of
working conditions would recognise that such a1
standard was inadequate and unsuitable, It
does not determine Minat it attemipts to do, for
two reasons. It permits wvork in places wlhere
w;ork should be forbidden. There are plenty, of
places where the temnperasture falls below 76 wet
bulb) where work should lie forbididen (very of ten
in coal mines), and fu1 rther it prohibits work in
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places not only in which persons can work easily,
but in places where it is necessary to work
pretty hard to keep warm.
The effect of the amendments to the regu-
lation would be very serious. The whole
policy of the mines has been and still is
directed to securing an improvement in the
working conditions. If the three degrees
variation be insisted upon, quite a number
of working places will have to be closed
down in mnines that are not able to coal-
ply with the amendments.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: The whole mine
would not have to be closed down, but
only certain working places?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes. Regarding the
Lake View and Star Mine, the statement
is definitely made that the amiendmnents
would have the effect of necessitating the
closing down of all the working places be-
low the 1,800-ft. level. Where a rock tem,-
perature of 86 prevails, the effect must be
to heat up the atmosphere until a volume
of air is driven into the workings to reduce
the temperature. The whole objective of
the management is to provide that adequate
current of air, and that is why large falls
have been installed on the Lake View and
Star mine. I have quoted the thermometer
readings on the Lake View and Star.
Now I propose to read some letters express-
ing opinions on the amendments to the
regulation. Mr. Prior, of Wiluna, says-

It will seriously interfere w-ithi our develop
mnent work, especially at the 1,ecoft. level.
Mr. Thorn says-

It will close down all (our levels on the Lake
View below the 1,800 ft., and we ilhll be unable
to open up work in the higher levels. It will
reduce our tonnage, causing many men to lose
their employment.

The Chief Secretary: There is nothing
to prevent their closing those levels as a
protest.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I sin rather sur-
prised to hear the Minister make that re-
mark.

The Chief Secretary: I am telling you
what I am thinking.

Hon. IT. SEDDON: I dto not think the
Minister would have made the remark in
other circumstances. The mining compan-
ies are doing their best, but the amend-
ments will mean that where the conditions
mentioned exist, there will he no option
to ceasing work at certain levels. That is
why the amendments are so serious. It
will not be possible to find other working

places, for the men displaced from the
affected parts.

Hion. J. Cornell: The whole point is
whether the wet bulb is a reliable guide to
working conditions.

Hon. IL. SEDDON: The remedy is to
))rovide an adequate quantity of moving
air, not to propose amendments to the
regulation such as those now before us.
Let me now read a telegramn from Kai-
goorlie-

In the event of the aindient to Subelause
(c) of Regulation 4 general rules of Mines
Regulatioui Act being enforced, the following
imines would not be able to coutinue operations
in the deeper levels:-Loke view and Star,
Great Boulder, and operations would be con-
siderably curtailed in the deeper levels of North
Kalgarli, South Kalgurli, Gold Mines of
Kalgoorlie, Boulder Perseverance. (Sgd_)
Chamber of Mines.

Hon. .1. Cornell: Those represent all of
them.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I have a letter frolu
Mir. Keep, consulting engineer to the Gold
Exploration and Finance Co. of Australia,
Ltd., and assisting- consulting engineer to 'the
Central Minin.o and Investment Corporation,
Ltd. Let ae mention for the information oE
members that the Central Mining and Iii-
veStmlet Cor'portion, Ltd., is the biggest
g Id mining group in South Africa, or in
the world. The letter reads--

In response to your inquiry, I li:V43 pleasure
in informing you that the regulations governing
the mining industry in the Union of South
Africa do not in any place specify any par-
titular temperatures or temperature differences
between wvet and dry bulb readings. In spite ofK
thbis, the regulations framned in that country are
recognisd as being the most exacting in the
world from the point, of view of protecting the
health of the employees.
Thus we have information ill the shape of
direct statements from twvo mine managers
and from the Chamber of Mlines, and smech
information should inpress memibers. I
have read the remarks of anl expert in the
per-son of Professor Chapman, who was
called uponl to give evidence and whose ex-i-
dence resulted in the framing- of the renrt-
lation. In the face of that Information, I
have no option but to support the motioxr.
If the amendments weore given effect to, they
would lead to the closing downi of working-
places in the lower levels. andl I cannot agree
that ill-considered amendments of the kinaI
should be permitted, especially in view of'
the reply given by the NMinister to mn'y Clues"
tion, and in view of the information sup-
plied by mining people. The reiralation, as;
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amended, coculd have no other effat than the tend to extend the street iii that dimtion on
throwing out of work of a large number of
men, and compelling the mines to close down
certain working places.

On motion hy the Honorary Minister, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-ROAD CLOSURE.

Second Reading.
THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.

H. Gray --West ) [6.12] in moving the
second reading said: A Bill of this kind is
brought down at the end of each session to
confirm the closure of certain streets and
rights-of-way in municipalities. The litho-
graphs have been placed on the Table, and
I hope that arty member wvho so desires will
check them with the Bill. Eight items are
dealt with. The first relates to a surveyed
road in the Cariiarvon municipality, which
is shown marked in blue on the lithograph.
The road is considered unnecessary, and the
council have agreed to its closure in order
to allow the holder of the land through which
it passes to consolidate his holding. On
lithograph, No. 2, certain surveyed roads are
shown in red, which are within the boun-
daries of the City of Perth endowment area.
There is now no necessity for those portions
of roads, as other roads have been provided
pennitting- ready access to the beach. More-
over, the unnecessary roads do riot fit ii, with
the scheme of subdivision and development
adopted by the council. The Bill therefore
provides that those roads shall be closed,
and the land comprised therein granted
to the City Council as part of
the endowment. The third proposal is
for the closure of Short street, Suhiaco.
No value is attached to the street as a
public highway ' h ut the council consider
that its closure and inclusion in a re-subdi-
vision of the adjoining lands (shown in
tracing No. 3) wvill improve the neighbour-
hood and appreciate the value of properties
in its immediate vicinity. Clause 4 merely
provides for the closure of that street. Its
disposal will then rest with the original
owner of the subdivision. The Wagin
Council wish to acquire a quarter-acre block
(marked in green on lithograph No. 4) for
drainage purIposes. They have been offered
those lands in exchange for a small portion
of Union Street, comprising about one-fifth
of that area. The portion referred to is
a dead end, and, as the council do not in-

account of obstructing buildings, tli- par-
tion is no longer required as a hig-hway.
The owners of other abutting- lands are
agreeable to the proposed closure. Clause
5 proides for the closure of that portion of
the street, and the granting of the land in
fee simple to the Wagin Council, freed from
any trust, in order that it mliv compllete the
exchange.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 2.30 p.mn.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
fifth proposal in this measure is to
close that portion of Venn Street, Collie,
which outs throug-h the school site reserve.
This part of Venn Street (shown ini blue
on lithograph No. 5) is not made, and is not
required. The Collie Council has approved
of its closure in order to consolidate the
school reserve. On tracing No. 6 is shown a
plan of certain lands acquired under the
Public Works Act for a school site at Millen,
Victoria Park. This site, however, is trans-
versed by portion of Patricia Street, which
it is now proposed to close for inclusion in
the school reserve. Reference to the tracing
will show that this portion of the street is
no longer req~uired, as other roads have been
provided. The Municipality of Bunhurv
has acquired a large portion of Leschenault
Location 26, south of Bunbury. The
Council proposes to set apart a comapara-
tively large area of this subdivision as "park
lands," and to re-arrange the subdivision by
making such alterations in the road system as
the scheme requires. However, the original
subdivision of this location provided roads
and rights-of-way as shown in tracing No.
7. These are riot putblic roads, and the land
there-in is included in the title held by the
council. It is now p~roposed to close the
roads which ti-averse the park lands, in
order that the area may be consolidated.
The final proposal embodied in this measure
relates to another portion of the same land
which the Council wishes to be set aside as
a recreation reserve. At present, a public
road, namely, portion of Acacia Street
(shown in red on the tracing), traverses the
area in question, and the land therein is
vested in the Crown. In order that this
land may be included in the adjoining re-
creation area, it is now proposed to close
this portion of the road, and grant the land
therein ia fee simple to the Hunbury coon-
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cii. The council has indemnified the Gov-
ernment against auwy claims or deknands
whic~h might arise as a result of these
closures, bilt, since the council has already
made the necessary arrangements by pro-
riding alternative streets, as required, it is
most unlikely that any such claims wvill be
made. When the p)roposed alterations have
been given parliamentary sancation, the
council will be able to submit its plans for
re-subdivision to thc Titles Office for ap)-
proval and registration. I mov-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [7.35]: 1
raise no objection to this Bill, particularly
as it appears that the local authorities 'have
in each instance approved of the proposals.
Provided the local authorities have been con-
salted and have agreed to these things being
done, as a rule we have offered no objection
to them in this Chamber. The only point
that appeals to me is with reference to No.
8, the Bunbury proposal. It appears from
the remarks of the Honorary Mlinister that
someone's right to access to a road has been
taken away, and that some other access will
be given to that person. Whether that will
meet the rights of the holder or holders of
the property concerned is not for mnc to say.
I suppose the matter has been considered by
the local authority. Unless the owners have
been consulted it would appear to be high-
handed to take n mnan's street awvay f rom the
front of the house and give him a street at
the back. I hope that will not happen.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [7.37):
The land referred to by Mr. Holmes has
been waste land for many years. It is on
the outskirts of the town. It has never been
used. Originally a road passed through it, but
more thlan a blacktracker would be required
to find it. I do not know that there are any
residents for some distance around this area,
so that nobody is likel 'y to be inconvenienced.
The 'proposal of the loenl authority to estab-
lish park lands in the locality is a commend-
able one.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

I" Committee.

Bill passed through Committee wvithoutl
debate, reported without amendment, and the
relport adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL--RESERVES.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [7.40] in moviug the second
reading said: This is the usual Bill brought
down each session for the purpose of deal-
ing- with adjustments and alterations to re-
serves and lands held under public trusts.
Memibers may fully acquaint themselves wvith
the proposals involved, by referring to the
tracings and lithographs of the areas con-
cerncd, which I have caused to be laid on
the Table of the House. The first proposal
in this measure relates to Albany Lot 187.
This lot is held in fee simple by the Muni-
cipality of Albany in trust for the purpose
of a Mechanics' Institute site. The 'W.A.
Fire Brigades Board has approached tilt
council with a view to acquiring portion of
the land for the erection of a new fire
station. The council has agreed to the tranis-
for at a nominal price-consisting only of
the cost of survey and other incidentals.
Clause 2 will enable the sale and transfer
of the laud to the Fire Brigades Board, freedl
and discharged from the trust I have men-
tioned. The second proposal refers to Fre-
mantle lots 1089, 1090, and 1093, which have
been purchased by the Fremantle Munici-
pality for recreation purposes at Forrest
and holland streets. It is proposed by the
council to surrender these lands to the
Crowvn, in order that they may be declared a
Class "A" Reserve and vested in the council
for recreation purposes, together with five
other adjoining vacant lots. I am informed
that, tinder the -Municipal Corporations Act,
the council -has power to sell, but no power
to surrender without cost. Clause 3 will
enable this course to be proceeded with.
With regard to the third proposal, which
relates to Lot 60, Mfullewa agricultural area,
I understand that this is a public hospital
site held in fee simple by two trustees. A
new hospital has been erected onl this lot,
and a -hospital board has been duly consti-
tuted under the provisions of the Hlospitals
Act, 1927, for its control. It is desired to
vest the land in the board, but, of course,
in view of the existing trust, a surrender
cannot be accepted without Parliamentary
sanction. Clause 4 therefore provides that
the land shall be revested in His Majesty, in
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order that it moay be set apart as a reserve
for a hospital site, subject to the provisions
of the Hospitals Act.

T he racecourse reserve at [,averton, namely,
:reserve '7943 (Weld Location 2), is dealt
-with by Clause 5. This laud is held in trust
by three trustees for the larerton anti Dis-
trict Race Club. It appears; however,' that
interest in the turf has declined in that dis-
trict. The Road Board has advised that the
club has bieen defunct for several years, and
that the trustees are either dead or untrace-
able. An aerodromue has been constructed by
the Road Board on the area concerned,' and
this has been licensed by the Common tweal th.
In accordance with the desire of the board.
the Bill provides for the reverting of this
land in the Crown in order that it may be
reserved for an aerial landing ground and
other purposes tinder the Land Act.

The fifth proposal. relates to Torbay Junic-
tion Lot 10 (the Agricultural Hall site at
Torbay Junction). This land is held under
a 999 years' lease by three trustees, one of'
whom. is dead and another has left the dis-
trict. The third trustee wishes to lie relieved
of the trust (as he is now 80 years of age)
provided the land is retained in perpetuity
for the purp.ose, and vested in fresh trustees
elected by the local residents. The Bill pro-
i-ides for the revestinenit of thle landl in the
Crown in order that it may be again set
aside and reserved for an Agricultural Hall
site, and vested in. granted, or loased to am-v
trustees approved by the G~overnor. The trus-
tees, of course, would he recommended in
accordance with the wishes of thle local
people. This course is preferable to a tran~-
fer of the existing lease, as it is now the
practice not to grant the fee simple or 999
years' leases, of reserves to any hut a body
incorlporated under the Associations, Incor-
poration Act, which provides for perpetual
ruecession, If,' at any time, an association is
formed for the purpose of holding this hall.
a lease or Crown grant could he is-cued under
the Land Act- In the meantime, the trustees
can hold it hy resting order issued under the
Land Act, Section 33. Clause 7 emnbodies
certain proposals in respect of V'ictoria
Locations 220. 221, 222 and 92K23 at North
Greenough. These lands; are held by various
dlenomninations for their respective church
purposes and have been used as burial
grounds, and an adjoiningy area has been
proclaimed a public cemetery. It is desired
that the whole area shall be proclaimed a.
public cemetery and placed under the eon-

trol of the Greenough Road Board under the
provisions of thle Cemeteries Act. The
churches have agreed to surrender their
lands. In the cases of the Church of Eng-
land and Roman Catholic Churches, such
surrender is subject to the condition that the
areas A jpresent held hr them shall be set
apart respectively for Church of England
and Romian. Catholic burials exclusively.
This, will be arranged with the cemetery
board after the land has been revested in
thle Crown, and the board appointed.
It is therefore provided that the lands in
question shall he reveated in. the Crown to
the intent that they shall be proclaimed a
public cemetery undler the Cemeteries Act,
and placd under the control of trustees-
int tis ease the road board-ill accordance
with the provisions of such Act. The
seventh proposal embraces Southern Cross
Lot .5, which was granted in fee simple to
the mayor and councillors of the munici-
pality of Southern Cross in trust for muni-
cipal putiposes. The muunicipality has
since been merged into the Yilgarn Road
Board. The road board desires to transfer
a portion of the lot to the W.A. Fire Bri-

gdes Board for a fire station site, but, in
view of the trust, cannot do so. In order
to carry out the proposal, Clause -8 reverts
the -whole of Lot 5 in His -Majesty to the
intent thatt it be regranted bo the Yilgarn
Road Board as an endowment, with the
exception of the area required for a fire
station. The latter will be granted to the
to the W.A. Fire Brig-ades; Board. Clause
9 refers to Reserves A 7804 and A 9209.
The Commonwealth is desirous of acquiring
by agreement w-ith the State Government,
portion of Class "A"' Reserve 7804 at
Swanbourne for defence purposes. As this
is part of a Class '"A'' Reserve for park
lands and recreation purposes, Parliamen-
tary authority is required to enable the
Government to dispose of this land to the
Commonwealth. The Commonwealth also
desires to acquire, for the same purpose.
portion of the education endowment land
adjoiig, but as this is a Class, ''A" re-
serve also, Parliamentary authority is re-
cqnired to enable the Education Endowment
Trustees to dispose of the land to the Corn-
nionwesith. I believe the actual position
is that irrespective of whether we agree
to this proposal or not, the Commonwealth
has power under over-riding legisla-
tion, to take possession of the land,
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as they have in another instance quite re-
cently. Clause 9 therefore provides: (1)
For the excision of the first mentioned area
friom Class '"A'' Reserve 7804 to enable
it to be disposed of to the Commonwealth
Government for defence purposes, and (2)
for the excision of the other portion from
Class ''A'' Reserve 9299 to enable the
Education Endowment Trustees to sell it
to the Commonwealth. Wonnerup Lots 43,
44, 45 and 46 are dealt with under Clause
10. These Jots were granted in fee simple
to the trustees of the Church of England,
Wesleyan (Methodist), Congregational and
Ronian Catholic Churches, respectively, fox
cemetery purposes, but I am informed that
the lands have iever been used for burials
and aire not required for '.that purpose.
The respeetive churches have, therefore,
agreed to surrender these lots to the Crown
in order that they may be disposed of.
Clause 10 i-crests; them iii the Crown,' and
provides that they may be disposed of muder
the Land Act. Proposals in respect of
Reserve A11515 at York are set forth in
Clause 11. The York Municipal Council is
desirous of opening a road through the re-
creation ground at York. As other roads in
this vicinity' have been closed, it is con-
sidered neeessaly to provide this road, which
connects a road on the north to another run-
ning southward to the railway station. As
the proposed road forms part of the Class
"A" reserve I have mentioned, Parliament-
ary sanction is required to enable the lanid
to be excluded front the reserve and pro-
claimed a public road under the Municipal
Corporations Act. The eleventh proposal
refers to Reserve "A" 4991 at Bunbury. The
Bunbury Council desire to extend Cairey
street westward to provide access to the
Ocean Beach and drive. As this forms part
of a Class "A" reserve for park lands,
Parliamentary' sanction is necessary before
the road cap be excluded from -the reserve
and] proclaimed a public road. The council
also desires that, in order to provide a road

-frontage for Lot 247, which has no road ac-
csts at present, a triangular part be excised
from the reserve in order that it may be
granted to the owner of Lot 247, who has
agreed to the proposal, in exchange for a
similar part of Lot 247, which will be added
to the reserve, At present the owner of
Lot 247 ha3 no mad frontage, therefore the
Council cainnot charge rates on the lot. These
proposals tire supported by the Town Plan-
ning Board. The twelfth proposal dealt

with by this, Bill relates to Reserve "A"
16713 on Riottuest Island. The Common-
wvealth, are desirous of acquiring three areas
at Rottliest for defence purpose;5 and the
Stare Cove:nnment ag-reed to their acquisi-
tion, subject to rhe nceessary enabling Act
being passed to provide for the excision of
these areas froin the Rottnest reserve. which
is a Class "A" reserve for public recreation.
The matter was deemned of sufficient urgency
for the Commtonwvealth to anticipate the
approval of' the State Parliament, as the
notic of acquisition of these areas for de-
fence purposes, under the Commonwealth
L.and Acquisition Act, has already been
published in the Comnmonwealth "Govern-
ment Gazette" of the 23rd July last. The
State Government advised the Common-
wealth that there ivns no objection to the
acquisition of these areas subject to Parlia-
inentary approval. Since the acquisition,
however, the Rotttnest Board of Control has
pointed cut that part of the land
containing- the western portion of Bickley
SwampII is re(quired to be retained, and
I have been informed that the Military
flepnrtnicnr, has' no objection to this
portion being hanoded back to the State.
The area in question is required to give
aeet-ss to what. is known as Bickley Swanip,
which is a source of water supply that mnay
be valuable in the future, and if the Rottnest
Board of Control have not. the right of
access, difficulties may arise. As chairman
of the Rottnest Board of Control, I -have
been informed by the Commonwealth that
the area in question is not now required as
the lans have beemi altered, and] there wvill
be no objection to time area bein~g
handed back to the State. The ques-
tion has been taken upl with the Com-
monwvealth Government, anid there is eveny
reason to believe that it will be handed back.
The penultimate clause relates to Ceraidton
Sub-lot 1. This lot is held in fee simple by
the Geraldton municipality for municipal
purposes. The municipal council desires to
transfer that portion of such lot on which
the fire station and quar-ters are erected,
but, as the land is held in trust, there is no
power to do so. The purpose if-the clause
is to enable the council to transfer the said
land to the W.A. Fire Brigades Board,
freed and discharged from the said trust,
without monetary consideration, except the
payment by the Fire Brigades Board of the
necessary fees and costs. The last proposal
refers to Reserve "A" 1669. The Nedlands
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Infant Health Clinic is desirout of erecting
a building for an infant health centre on
part of the reserve known as "Melvista
Park" at Nedlands. The road board supports
the proposal, but., as this is a Class "A"'
reserve for recreation purposes, it will be
necessary to change the purpose of the re-
quired site, which has been placed in a posi-
tion reconmmended by the Town Planning
Board, and agreed to by the road board,
being subject to a town planning
scheme under the Act. The Bill, therefore,
provides for the exclusion of the site from
the existing reserve to the intent that it lie
set apart and reserved as a site for en in-
fant health clinic. The matter of vesting
it in the road board can then be dealt with
under the Land Act. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without -de-
bate, reported without amendment and ithe
report adopted.

Third -Reading.

Bill read a third time and passed.

'BUlL-DISTRESS FOR RENT
ABOLITION.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and, on
motion by Hon. E. Af. Heenan, read- a first
time.

Second Readinp.
HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)

[ 7.59] in moving the second reading said:
Hon. members have this short Bill before
them, and- it will not take many minutes to
peruse it to gain a good idea of what it
contains. As the short title indicates, its
intention is to abolish distress for rent.
Speaking generally, the process of distress
has a very ancient origin. As between land-
lord and tenant in particular, this remedy
has been known to common law almost from
time immemorial- No doubt it derived its
origin from ancient feudal laws that natur-
ally favoured the owners of the soil.
There have been comparatively few amend-
mnents to the law as it existed in feudal
times. I may point out that the first Act
on our statute-book dates back to 1888.

Originally a Bill was passed in the reign
of King William III. and Mary, and that
law, with certain modfifications, was adloptedl
by us in the year that I have just meii-
tioned. Since then there have been two
mninor amendments. In 1898 there was one
small amendment which had the effect of
protecting goods belonging to lodgers.
Prior to that amendment, if a iperson hap-
pened to be lodginge in a houise and the
owner of that house got into nirea with
his rent, the lodger's goods and chattels
could be distrained, although they did not
belong to the tenant. The lodg~er xvfl in.
the unfortunate position that his goods
were not protected fromn distress, and so in
1898 the Act was amended to give relief in
that respect. The next anmundinent was in
1904, when certain articles, were2 protected
from distress, namely-typewriters, sewing
machines and mangles. Thoso are the only
two amendments made since the Atct was.
first introduced in 1889. Consequently,
members will agree with mec that the time
is not too soon to review the law as i6
stands.

Hon. J. Nicholson: is this a review or a
total abolition?

Hon. E. Af. HEENAN: Abolition.
lIon. J1. Nicholson: That is more than at

review.
Hfon. E. M. HEENAN: I am making

these opening remarks to enlighten meni-
bers regarding the position as it exists. The
Bill proposes to abolish altogether distress
for rent, the argument in favour of the pro-
posal being that distress is a very drastic
and cruel remedy. I understand that in the
poorer suburbs of Perth especially, the
remedy is applied very frequently, and with
very severe and harsh results. The position
is that if a tenant occupies a. house and
gets into arrear with his rent, the landlord,
without applying to any court, can appoint
a bailiff wvith authority to enter premises
and take possession o'f fnrniture anid any
belongings that lhe finds therein. There are
ceertain articles protected from distress-'
bedding, tools of trade to the value of B5,
and, as I mentioned before, sewing
machines, typewriters and mangles. This
was probably all right in fendsl
times, when conditions were, vastly
different from what they are to-day.
In those days, as we know from history-t, the
landed classes were possessors of very dra--
tic powers and rights, and the community int
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general were little more thani serfs. This
ancient remedy that was given to them has
comne down through the ages and, with cer-
tain modificationis, exists to-ay as it existed
hundreds of years ago. The uinfair part
about it is that the wife who is usually the
one who has saved up and acquired furni-
ture and other belongings that go to mako
uip a homne is the one to suffer. Through
some unforeseen circumstance the husband
loses his employment, either because of lack
6f work or through illness. Bat that has
no hearing on the matter at all, Or course
in a lot of instances landlords are decent,
humanitarian people, hut there arc. always
black sheep in any fold and so there are
landlords who show no consideration, and
enter homes and take possession of practi-
cally all the belongings Of tho occupants.
Those belongings can he removed anid after
lbeing held for five days, if the correct
amount of rent owing is not paid, they eaui
be sold. As we all know, forced sales are
n~ever a success. Furniture which probably
has been bought over a long- period, and at
the expense of mnany sacrifices, is practically
given away when it enters the auction room
in eireumstances such as I have described.
Although I cannot quote any cases that have
actually come under my notice. I ain in-
formed on reliable authority thiat bailiffs
who (10 this work are sometim-es iii collu-
sion with an unscrupulous auctioneer and
the goods are disposed of for less titan half
their real value. Any personi can act as a bai-
lift. The position does not require any special
qualification. A bailiff's character has niot
to be investig&ated, and his capacity in other
respects does not come into ealenla-
tion at aill. Another injustice to which
I ight draw attention is that
very Often, especially in these days, wireles
sets and furniture are bought on the hire-
purchase system. Those articles are not pro-
tected from distress. A person who buys a
wireless set on time payment takes it to his,
home and, while eon-tining to make payments,
perhaps gets into arrear with his rent, and
so falls into trouble with the landlord.

Hon. H. Seddon: Have you ever heard
of people buying anything while they are
in arrear with their rent?

.Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I realise that
there are people who, in these days, buy
things that probably they cannot afford; but
I am just giving- an example of what 'hap-
pens. The landlord comes in with a dis-

tress warrant, and although the wireless set
is not the property of the tenant, it can be
seized. It is not privileged from distress.

Hon. J. Nicholson: 'Under the Bills of
Sale Act lie can only get a certain amount.

lHon. E. Al. HEENAN: What happens in
practice is that the firm who sold the wire-
less set, if they wish to protect their pro-
perty, must pay the rent. Business people
generally favour the abolition of distress for
rent. This is another argument that can be
used in favour of tbe Bill. A family live
in a house which is provided by the owner
of the properity, and of course it is right
that the owner should be paid rent; bWt will
anyone assert the he is fulfilling a bigger
obligation than, say, the baker who supplies
the bread, or the butcher who supplies the
meat, or the grocer?

Honi. J. Cornell: If a mnan sleeps in the
park hie is prosecuted, but if he sleeps at
homie he is not prosecuted.

Hon. E. XL HEENAN: T fail to see that
the interjection has any lbearing on the sub-
ject. It is generally conceded that the law
should not place the lanlOrd in any more
favourable position than it places the but-
cher, the baker or the grocer. The landlord
can always protect himself by investigating
the credentials of the person to whomi he
wants to rent a house. Grocers, landlord;;.
butchers and others nmake mistakes and incur
bad debts. The law should not place the
landlord in a more favourable position thau
any other creditors, especially the credit,:rs
I have mentioned. If a person runs up a
bill with a zrocer, he cannot enter the
debtor's home and seize the chattels.

Eon, H. S. W. Parker: Rut he need not
give the debtor any "to-rnorrow."

Hoir. L. Craig: The grocer need not give
credit.

Hion. E. AL. HEENAN: The landlord need
not let a person into his house.

Ron. L. Craig: Once in, the landlord might
not be able to get him out.

Hon. E. M. HE-ENA'N: T would like
members to deal with the Bill on its merits.
I hope -they will consider Clause 6, which
reads:

After the comning into operation of this Act
alandlord or lessor mnay. upon two days' notice

in wniting to the tenant, determine an~y wveekly
or monthly tenancy, where anyv rent due under
such tenancy has remnained unpaid for a period
of seven duns and notwithstaading any period
specified in section one hundred of the Local
Courts Act, 1904, my at the end of such notice
bring proceedings in ejectinent under such afore-
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said Act, the provisions of which shall, subject
to this Act, apply thereto mutatis mutandis.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes: What happens in
the two days? The furniture disappears.

Hon. V. Hamersicy: Or the tenant does
a moonlight flit,

Ron. E. M. HEENAN: That is a popular
phrase. fin any walk of life, dishonest per-
sons are to be found, and all the laws in the
world cannot afford protection against them.
A person w.ill run up a bill with a grocer
and be unscrupulous enough to clear off to
some other part of the country and endeav-
our to evade his obligation. I admit that
some tenants act similarly regarding their
rent. Still, we do not frame our legisla-
tion to meet rare cases. I hope other mem-
bers will speak on the Bill, because this is
a matter that has agitated the minds of seri-
ouis thinkers for a long time. I undeistand
that the late Attorney General was
a great advocate for the abolition of
distress for rent. In the legal pro-
fession and in business circles the
preponderance of opinion favours such
abolition, because distress f or rent is re-
garded as a relic of ancient barbarous days,
and it is a barbarous rem~edy that in these
enlightened days should not he exercised. In
fact, there iq no more barbarous remedy.
The usual ease that arises affects a man, his
wife and perhaps a few children living i n
poor circunistances. I believe -that the rent
is the first obligation they pay. In these
days, when unlenloymelnt is rife and sick-
ness occurs, people often cannot pay, and
1 do0 not know of any more barbarous
remedy than. for th~e landlord to issue a dis-
tress warrant. Anyone mnay he appointed
a bailiff, and is entitled to enter and take
possession of the goods and chattels in the
home. As members know, the wife is the
one who usually strives and struggles to
get the ichattels, and they are taken away
and otten sacrificed at the ensuing sale. That
is no exaggeration of the position. The
Coiiinon Law as it stands is quite adequate
to mteet the landlord's needs. If a person
gets into debt with the butcher or baker and
udoes not -pay, the tradesman has the common
law remnedy, which is to issue a summons,
obtain a judgmnent and force the person to
pay. Ha t.an issue execution or bring the
pcrson hefore a magistrate on a .judgrnent
siimonS. and] the magistrate orders the de-
fendant to pay accordinig to his means. If
the common lawi remiedy is adequate to
meet the requirements of the butcher or baker,

it should be adequate for the landlord. In
1980, a Bill to abolish distress for rent was
passed by the New South Wales Parlia-
jnut, and is still in operation in that State.

Hon. G. Fraser: Notwithstanding that Mr.
Stevens wais in otfice at the time.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: But two Oursv
notice anil ejectmnent?

Hon. A. Thomson: What would ejectmsent
cost?

Hon. E. X. HEENAN: Not very Lunch.
The out-of-pocket expenses would he about
3s., and .I think. I an' safe in saying it
,would not cost mnore than 10s. to get to the
court.

Hon. A. Thomnson: 'That would he incl
easier than the present system.

Hon. R. M. 'EENAN: Under the comn-
inon law process of ejectmuent, a per-son could
get to the court for about 10s. or 12s.

Ron. J. Nicholson:- You mean fees?
Ron. E. AL HEENAN:. Yes.
Hon. J. Nicholson: What about the man

who renders the servie
Hon. E. At. HEENAN: If a person owes-

a week or a fortnight's rent-although I
regret to express this view-the landlord does
not requn the services of a solicitor.
Usually the tenant does not attend the court,
or, if he attends, he merely offers some
excuse.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In fact, it "ill bring
a good addition to the incomes of the
lawyers.

Hon. E. M1. UNENAN: To summarise the
facts, the law of distress to-day is practi-
cally the samec as it was hundreds of youirs.
ago. Our own legislation with certain
modifications dates hack to the reign
of William ]L1 and Mary. Since 1888
only two minor amendments have been
made that did not entail any radical altera-
tion. This is a relic of feudal times, and is
a harbarowu remedy which should not be
tolerated in these enlightened dlays. My
second point is that Clause 6 has been in-
cluded to speed uip the Counnon Law ini
favour of the landlord. If a person is
seven days in arrears. with his rent -

Hon. J. Nicholson: He must be a weekly
or monthly tenant.

Hon. E. ]NI. HEENAN: That is so.
Hon. J. Nicholson: Suppose you let pre-

mises for a year on condition that the rent
was Paid weekly or monthly, what would
vp" do? This would not apply.

Ron. E. M. HEENAN. No.
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Hon. G-. Fraser: How many cases of that
kind would occur?

lion. J. Nicholson: Sue)) eases are quite
pO"Sille.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Bill deals only
with weekly or monthly tenancies.

Hon. E. M. HERNAKT: The average house
is rented oti a weekly or monthly tenancy.

Hon. J. Nicholson: A number are rented
by the vear.

Hon. E. MIN. HEENAN: Usually it is a
weekly tenancy.

Hon. 1H. S. WV. Parker: This is not class
legislation.

Hon. J. Cornell: Workumen usually pay
their rent.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: This would not apply
to flats, which might conie under a 12
months' lease.

Hon. G. Fraser: There is no objection to
making it 12 months.

Hon. B. Il. HEENAN: Clause 6 has been
inserted to give the landlord a speedy
remedy. He could get to the court in seven
days. The court, on making an order of
ejectment, states that the tenant must leave
the house by a certain time and that the
tenant owes so much rent. Thus an order
of ejectmnent is given, plus judgment for the
rent owing and, costs, provided, of course,
that the landlord does not take proceedings
without justification.

Hon. V. Hamersicy: Are you sure the
landlord gets the rent and costs?

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must remind
members that wye are not in Committee.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Why should the
law place landlords in a better position than
any other creditor? Any other creditor
simply issues a summons, gets a judgment,'
and then has all the resources of the Comn-
mon Law to enforce that judgment. He has
execution, he has the garnishee process, he
has the judgment summons process. That is
all entirely rational argument, because the
butcher or the baker or the milkman fulfils
just as much of social service as the landlord
does. The experience of New South Wales
evidently has been satisfactory, because
although this law has been in force there for
six years and different Governments from
that which passed the Act have since been in
power, no attempt has been made to alter
the law. I hope hon. members will give the
Bill their sympathetic consideration. I am
quite in accord with the proposition that
tenants should pay their rent, and that the
law should not make it easy for theni to

defeat their just obligations. I would not
ave sponsored the Bill had I thought that
it would have any other effect. I assure bion.
members that the measure will not in any
way defeat the landlord from obtaining his
rents. The landlord still has all the process
of the Common Law, at his disposal, ad the
Bill will give him speedy relief in the way
of getting an unsatisfactory tenant out. I,
can assure hon. members that this is not a
party measure or class legislation. A. big
body of responsible opinion favours it. I
therefore commend the measure to the
House, and hope bon. members will give it
the consideration it deserves. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. S. WV. Parker, de-
bate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting.

.BILL-GERALD TON HEALTH
AUTHORITY LOAN.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read, notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
(No. 3).

Second Reading.

Debate resumned from the previous day.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [8.36]: 1
say at once that I am opposed to the in-
crease of exemption under the Bill fronm
£3 12s. to £E3 15s. The Government can-
not afford to lose the taxation involved.
We have beard the Chief Secretary argue
that there are all sorts of contingencies to
be met. There is the £E300,000 shortage in
the Commnonwealth grant. There is a se-
vere drought, and the Government have to
find money to assist the man on the land.
Nevertheless this Bill proposes to let go
some revenue, merely because that is the
Government's policy.

Hon. G-. Fraser: To assist the man on the
low wage.

Hon. G. W. 'MILES: At this stage the
Government are not in a position to assist
anyone. Everybody should contribute to-
wards emergency taxation, Mforeover, the
man on wages has all the assistance he
needs at present. The man on the land
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is not earning a wage. Unless he is kept clause, the Council will be giving away
on the land, there will be no work for the
man on the basic wage. Tw~o years ago I
said that the Government were not in a
position to let up on the cuts applied to
members of Parliament and civil servants.
Now they cannot afford to pander to a
section of the voters. Who, after all, are
the G~overnmient but the taxpayers of Wes-
tern Australia? It is proposed to take the
]oad off thousands of workers on the basic
wage and to place it on the shoulders of
others. Not only that, but the Government
have exempted people on £8 to £10 per
week.

The Chief Secretary: We have not
exempted thenm.

Hon. G. W. MILES: But the Government
have reduced the burden on those persons,
and they are not in a position to do that.
Hundreds of trade union secretaries will
comec within the category. There must
have been at deputation from Beaufort-
skreet asking that trade union secretaries
be relieved from some taxation.

Hon. Cs. Fraser: There are not a hun-
dred of them in the State.

Hon. G. W. MILES: In any ease, there
are altogether too many. I favour the in-
crease of the tax to Is. in the pound. If
we continue to borrow as we have borrowed
in the past, we must be prepared for addi-
tional taxation; but that taxation should
be equitable, and every person should pay
something towards the cost of social ser-
vices. The social services received by
people on the basic wage should be paid
for by them, in part at any rate. I refer
to such services as hospitals, police, and
so forth. I do not know whether hon.
members intend to try to amend the Bill.
We can suggest to another place that tax-
ation be reduced], but we cannot alter the
exemption from £3 15s. to £3 12s. because
we should be placing a burden on a section
,of the community. I do not know that the
Bill is quite in order. I always under-
stood that a Bill imposing a tax should con-
tain nothing else. This Bill, however,
amends the Taxation Assessment Act. Clause
2 reads-

For the purpose of the Financial Emergency
Tax Assessment Act, 1932, and its amendments
(hereinafter called the Assessment Act), finan-
cial emergency tax is imposed at the rates dp-
cfared by this Act.
I do not think that clause conforms with
the Title of the Bill. By passing thte

some of its rights. The clause has been
inserted in this Bill to render it unneces-
sary for the Government to bring iii an
Assessment Bill.

The Chief Secretary: Have you not seen
that clause in any other Bill?

Hell. G. W. MILES: Not in any other
taxing Bill. I would like your ruling, Mr.
President, whether the clause is in order.

The PRESIDENT: I presume that the
hon. jiteiber implies that the Bill may be
contrary to a section of the Constitution.
The sectioni which, I take it, the hon. memi-
her has in mind is Section 46, of which
Subsection 7 reads-

Bills imposing taxation shall deal only with
tile impl1 ositioni of taxation, and any p~rovision
therein dealing with any other matter shall be
of no effect.

I. may inform the holn. mnember that I have
read the Bill very carefully in considera-
tioni of that particular part of the Consti-
tution Act; and in my opinion the Bill is
in order. I rule that the Bill is in order.

Hon. 0. W. MILES: May I inquire
whether you consider, Sir, that Clause 2
is in conformity with the Title of the Hill?
There is nothing in thme Title referring to
the assessment Act.

The PRESIDENT: But I think there is
ito part of the Bill which does not deal with
the imposition and the fixing of the rate of
the tax. Perhaps the hon. member cazi point
out a part of the Bill which does not deal
with the imposition and the rate of the tax.

Hon. G. W. 'MILES, Personally, I do not
think the clause is in gonformity with the
Title of the Bill. All we can do is to enter
our protest against the Government's method
of taxation.

The PRESIDENT: Thme hon. member cam,
if he so desires, object to my ruling; but
otherwise hie must accept it.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I did not mean any-
thing disrespectful, Mr. President; and I
accept your ruling. We can merely enter
our protest against the Government's method
of finance. Personally I consider that the
Government arc not getting in enough rev-
enlue this year, and are Hot econoisilng as
much as they should. Instead, they are spend-
ing money on works and undertakings in
respect of which money could be saved to
be used for other and urgent purposes. I
do not wish to stress the tramway' business,
which has been dealt with by other members.
That expenditure could he saved. However,
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the Government continue to interfere, in-
stead of letting private enterprise do as much
as possible and thus save the Government
from going cap-in-band to the Loan Council
to borrow further. We have the exhibi-
tion of the loan now being offered. The
public are getting tired, and sooner or later
they will not subscribe for Commonwealth
loans. The Government could cut down the
Loan Bills if they did not interfere so -much
with private enterprise. I will say no mnore,
except again to enter my protest at the rais-
ing of the exemption and the reduction of
the rate on salaries from £8 to £11. I think
the increases on the higher incomes were
necessary and that sooner or later we will
have to be prepared to support the Govern-
ment in raising- further taxation to finance
the country.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [8.461:
The Chief Secretary must have g-athered by
the speech of the previous speaker and from
several interjeotions made by hon. members
during the debate that this House is not
going to object very seriously to the inorease
of the higher rates from 9d. to Is. Surely
if the House is agreeable to raise the tax on
the higher incomes by about 25 per cent.,
realising that the Government must have
more money, the Governmnent should meet
us in the other direction, instead of increas-
ing the exemptions. The House thinks that
the exemptions should 1)e kept at £3 12s.
That is a matter of opinion, but if the Gov-
ernment would say that tinder the very
serious financial position, notwithstanding
what they told -their electors, they would
have to stick to the.;£3 12s. as the basis of
exemption, in all probability the House
would willingly agree to the extra taxation
on the higher incomes, and- moreover the
Government would get more mo-ney than
they are asking for under the Bill being
considered.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West-in reply) [8.47]: 1 do not
propose to spend a long time in replying.
Hon. members undersQtand what is contained
in the Bill. All I desire to say is that it
represents the policy of the Government in
regard to financial emergency taxation lgs
lation. It has been said that we are pander-
iug to a s5ection. I do not call it pandering.
at all. It has been the policy of this Gov-
erment for at least four years.

Hon. U. Tucker: It is not the policy of
the Premiers' Plan, is it!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has been
the policy of the Government and has noth-
ing to do with the Premiers' Plan.

Hon. 0. W. Miles: You only scratched
home a year ago with a majority of one.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That does
not matter. It has been the policy of this
Government for four years and we arc not
likel-'y to depart f rom it.

lon. L. Craig: You have no right to re-
duice the rate on the salaries of those earn.-
ing £8 to £11.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When Mr.
Angelo suggests that this House will agree
to the increased taxation of 9d. to Is.-

Ron. E. R. Angelo: I think the House
Wil. I will.

The CHIEF SECRETARY :-if the Gov-
ernent are prepared to leave the exenip-
tion at £C3 12s., even though it means addi-
tional revenue to the Government, I answer
that we are not to be bribed in that way.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You represent the
taxpayers of the country. Are you going
to take it out of their hides?7

The CH'IEF SECRETARY: I want
members to understand that the principle
we stand for and which is embodied in this
B~ill, namely the exemption of the basic
-wage earner, is something we are going to
adhere to. Therefore, it is necessar~y for
the exemption to he raised from the £3 12e.
level to £e3 15s.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Three pounds fifteen
shillings is above the basic wage.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I never said
it was not.

Ron. J. Nicholson: Y'ou said the exenmp-
tion was fixed at the basic, wage.

Member: The Government are mnaking
provision for a higher basic wage.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are fix-
ing it at £3 1hN. to cover the different basic
wages obtaining in various districts. With
regard to the reduction granted to certain
persons who are earning between £7 and 4£9
a week, that has only been decided upon by
the Governmient in a spirit of equity, with a
desire to be fair. Ellen. members must re-
collect that our attention was very forcihly
drawn to the fact that we were dealing
somewhat unfairly with that section of thec
cmommunity by the Leader of the National
Party at the last elections. We took a little
notice of that.

Hon. G. W. Mires: That may have been
only political propaganda at election time.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may have The CHIEF SECRETARY: That might
been. What the lion. mnember suggested
was that we had increased taxation on that
section arid reduced it oil another section
and that the increase was not in the same
proportion.

Hen. L. Craig: This is not the year to
make reductions, any' way. It is one of the
worst years we 'have had.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We ac-
eepted as a fact what the Leader of the
National Party said, that it was ain unfair
imposition oil that particular section of
the cornunity and we dea-ided that at the
first opportunity we would endeavour to
rectify the positioin. We have done so. To
do so it has been necessary' to alter the-steps
by which the increased taxation shall be
paid and, in addition, we have determined
that those receiving the higher income shall
pay a higher rate of tax. What I said ini
speaking to another Bill cannot be contra-
dicted, arid that is that this will bring our-
emergency arid our income taxation together
onl a level with the average for the whole of
the States of the Commonwealth, so that
the argument used that we are taxing our
people in Western Australia, or those on the
higher incomes, higher than they are taxed
elsevhere, falls to the ground.

Hon. L. Craig: My argument is that von
cannot afford to give taxation awayv in this
])articular year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern-
ment have a reputation for sticking to
their promises and this is one of the definite
promises made and we will adhere to it.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: 'Members of this
House have to try to make thins eqali. We
have a policy a.s well as you.

The CHIEF' SECRETARY: Msemibers
have the right to agree to the measure or to
reject it. I am merely telling them what
the position of the Government is and what
our policy is.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Can you say when this
particular form of tax is likely to cease?
Why call it emergency taxation; why not
call it income taxi

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Call it what
you like, but I think the bon. member will
agree that there is an emergency at the pre-
sent time and a very seriu one

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If anything is done
it will he done on the eve of a general elec-
tion.

be the hon. member's way of doing thines,
but it does not suit mec to say that we will
do that. However, I do not propose to de-
lay the House any longer-we have had suf-
ficient talk on this subject-except to add
that, although wve might have been criticisedl
from the point of view of not accepting mcre
revenue when it is possible to get it from
this tax, we believe that the tax as pro-
vided for by this Bill will yield approxi-
mately the same revenue as the tax did last
year.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It will yield more.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member is an expent iii these matters and,
apparently, knows more than the Commiis-
sioner of Taxation, but the Commissioner
of Taxation is the per-son upon whom we
have to rely. The hon. member will remem-
ber that I read out the opinion of the Corn-
inissioner of Taxation on this matter.

Hon. L. Craig: You need more money.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: We may

eventually have to bring a further taxation
mecasure forward. At pieseut we do not
think there is any necessity to do that. I
hope we will not take long to determine the
attitude of the House on this measure. I
may ask your indulgence, Mr. President, in
saving that we are desirous of making pro-
gress as rapidly as possible. We feel that
if we a-re prepared to get down to business
inl a genuine way, we may be able to con-
clude our business at this sitting. It may
take a good few hours and be late before
we finish, hut there is every possibility of
our- doing so, and I hope members will help
US.

Question pat and passed.
Bill read a second time.

7'n Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2 -Imposition of tax:
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have risen to

express the feeling which most hon. memi-
bers have with regard to the assessment
Bill. I do not see eye to eye with other hen.
members in regard to the assessment Bill
which was previously before the House. On
the p~resent occasion apiparently it has been
deeided not to introduce anl assessment Bill.

,With the exception of last year, it has been
the castrn always to have a', assessmnt Bill
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as a partner of the taxing Bill. I should
like to place it oil record that if this Bill
should pass into law, it must not be taken as
a precedent that this House agrees to the
proposition that anl assessment Bill is not
a necessary accompaniment to a taxing Bill.
I want to make that clear so that in future,
I hope, the samne course will not be adopted,
but all assessment Bill will accompany a
taxing Hill, so as to give the Hfouse oppor-
frunity to discuss more freely than is possible
onl a taxing Bill thle provisions of an assess-
ment Bill. lit the Bill presented to us now
there is anl incorporation of clauses having
Teferenl-e to the Assessmnent Act of 1932 and
its amendments, but it would have been
better if an assessment Bill had come before
us.

Hon. . J. HOLMES: I do not think the
point put il by the last speaker takes us far
enough. He wants it to be understood that
this procedure is tnt to bep taken as establish-
lu~g a precedent. Before we pass the third
reading of this Bill we shonid have a Bill to
amend the existing assessment Act. For
many years, it has been the privilege of this
House that at' assessment Bill shall come
down with a taxing Bill. The reason for that
is that we canl amend the assessment Bill but
call only reqiuest amendments iii a taxing
Bill, It is a privilege that the House ought
not to give away. We are entitled to have
another Bill to amend the assessment Act;
then we should be giving- away none of the
privileges that our predecessors have left to
us. Without the assessmnent Bill I do not
think we should pass the third reading of
this taxing Bill.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We call all take
the view that something may happen very
soon. The present position is not without
its dangers. One does not know what is
going to happen. Some of this legislation
is of a vital nature and the Government may
presently find themselves in a very awkward
position. Ta view of that there is room for
a safe comupromise. If I move certain
amendments standing iii my name on the
Notice Paper, ad those amendments are
agreed to, a state of affairs will be brought
about thait may last for a long time. In any
case something of a critical nature may hap-
pen which will cause a great deal of incon-
venience to the Governmuent. The Chief
Secretary might well make a promise that
the Government will agree to bring in an
assessment Bill tog~ether with the taxingr Bill.

I trust the Minister will see his way clear
thus to meet the position.

The CHAIRMAN: All this discussion is
scarcely relevant to the clause hut there are
mitigating circumstances that, perhaps,
should be clearedt up now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
need for me to speak at any length onl this
point. There is no necessity to bring down
an assessment Bill at all. We are now under
the original assessment Act. That is the
machinery Act, but it is the taxing Hill that
matters. There is nothing to say that be-
cause the assessment Act provides an ex-
eniption of £3 12s., all people receiving
£3 12s.' or less shall not pay tax. It has been
suggested that an, assessment Bill should be
brought down before this taxingo Bill is
passed. We are not likely to bring dowvn
an assessment Bill until this House has
clearly indicated what it is going to do with
the taxing Bill. The Government say thecy
will not be dictated to by this House as to
whether they are to bring downs certain legis-
lation. But once the House is prepared to
pass the taxing Bill, then we shill bring in
an assessment Bill to patt tile p)ositionl inl
order. Other members have expressed their
viewpoints. Mr. Angelo, for instance, said
he was sure that the House would agree to
the exemption of £:3 19s., and that there
would be no objection to taxing the higher
rates of income. I thank Mr. Baxter for
his words in regard to the necessity for en-
deavouring to complete the business of this
session, arid I hope members will assist us
in that direction. Once the House has deter-
mined its attitude towards the taxing Bill
the Government will 'bring down anl amend-
ment of the assessment Act.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: This session?
Thu CHIEF SECRETARY: In reply to

Mr. Nicholson I say it is not always that
an assessment Bill comles down with a tax-
ing Bill. There was none last year.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That was owing to
special ci rcumstances.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
wish to argue constitutional points at this
stage, but it does not always follow that be-
cause at taxing Bill is introduced there
shall also he introduced an assessment Bill.

Hon. J5. J. HOLMES: The promise the
Minister has made gets us over the hurdle,
and will put the Council hack where it ought
to be.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 4 agreed to. adjusted amicably and, as usual, in the best
Schedule, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. IN. H.

](itson.-West) [9.15]: I move-
That the Bill be flow read a third time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [9.16]:
Whilst the ]Bill was in Committee, 1 was
precluded from expressing my views upon
it. I join with Mr. Baxter, Mr. Holmes and
other members in saying that, with the crisis
that is confronting us, a crisis that is Emi-
pire-wide, it would not be wise to tinker any
further with the financial proposals of the
Government. The Chief Secretary has done
the right thing to give an undertaking to
the House that this session, or before the
Bill is assented to, an amnending assessment
Bill will be brought down to deal with the
amount of exemption.

The Chief Secretary: It is already printed.
Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not want to

discuss the question whether it is necessary
to bring down an amending assessment Bill
when the figure in the taxing Bill proposes to
start at a higher rate than the exemption
set out in the assessment Bill. In my re-
collection, that has never happened before.
if a taxing Bill can start at a higher point
than the exemption portion of an assess-
mienit Hill can start, there is no necessity to
waste any tine on what the exemption shall
be.

Hon. A. Thomson: You are quite right.
Hon. J. CORNELL: It ought to cut both

ways. The Government who wish to start
at the lower figure should start there, and
the Government who wish to start at the
higher figuire should start there. Parliament
as a whole should be given an opportunity
in all assessment Bills to say what is a fair
fgure for the exemption.

The Chief Secretary: You have the same
opportunity on a taxing Bill.

lion. J. CORNELL: No. Were I in the
Chair, I would not accept an amiendment
in the circumstances that the tax should
start at £3 12s. instead of £3 15s. That
would be an evasion of Section 46 of the
Constitution. It would increase the burden
upon a large proportion of the taxpayers
such as would not be contemplated by the
taxingf measure. The other matter has been

spirit.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL-MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS
RESTRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Iiitson-West) [9.20]. in moving the second
reading said: This is another continuance
Bill it is considered. necessary to bring down.
Members are wvell acquainted with the pro-
visions of the Act itself. It provides that a
mortgagee shalt not be permitted to enforce
his remedy under a mortgage against the
demand of his mortgagor, without first ob-
tamning the leave of a judge of the Supreme
Court. A similar provision applies to a
vendor of land under a contract of sale,
With regard to judgment creditors, it will
be recalled that the Act prohibits such per-
sons from seizing the property of a judg-
inent debtor under a warrant of execution.
Some suggestions have been made that this
Act should not remain on the statute-book
very much longer. I hope, however, in viewr
of the circumstances we are experiencring
this year, it will be agreed that this is one
of the emergency measures that it is highly
desirable we should continue for at least
another 12 months. I move-

That the Bill be now- read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

it Committee, etc.
Hill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Hill read a third time, and passed.

BILL-NORTHAM MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL VALIDATION.

Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.

Kitson-West) [9.25] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill seeks to valid-ate
certain expenditure incurred by thle Northamt
Municipal Council. Some two years ago,
the municipal council agreed to assist the
Northamn Road Board in the work of recon-
structing a section of road running from the
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Northami municipal boundary' to the N\or-
tham cemetery. Under the agreement, thle
council promised to provide £600 by way oC
plant and labour. Becabse lportioni of this
road is also part of the miain road running-
from Norblhain to Bolgart, the Commissioner
of Main Roads also agreed to assist in thle
work of reconstruction. It transpires, how-
ever, that the council's action in incurnugl.
this expenditure was illegal, since it was
devoted to work not solely confined within
the boundaries of the municipality. Atten-
tion has been drawn to this breach byv a
recent report of the council's auditors. The
Council's action has, therefore, rendered the
mayor and councillors individually and
jointly liable for the futll sum in question.
in view of the preponderance of persons
from the town area buried in the road board
cemetery, it is felt that the ratepayers of
the municipality were morally bound to
assist in the reconstruction of the road lead-
ing to the cemeatery' . This sentiment has been,
universally expressed by the ratepayers
themselves, who gave their approval to the
expenditure. No objections have been, raised
to the proposed validation of the council's
action, and I cannot imfaginle that there will
be any opposition to the Bill in this Chamn-
ber. I move-

That the Bill b~e no%, lead a scieoad tinme.

BON. G. B. WOOD (East) [9.27] : It is
desirable that this Bill should lie passed. I
endorse the remarks of thle Chief Secretary.
The municipal council spent this money in'
good faith thinking it was doing thle righit
thing. A similar lposition las arisenliat
York recently' , where money is required to
be spent onl the cemetery. Next session I
should like to move ;'if amendment to the
Municipal Corporations Act to make it pos-
sible for, municipal councils to Spend money
in these circumstances. I support the Bill.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [9.29]: 1
am not offering anl'y objection to the Bill,
but would draw attention to the last clause
wich) provides that no legal proceedings
shall be taken against the municipal author-
itv. This Bill is brought down by the feyv-
ernment. Another measure contained a
similar clause, but another place objected
to it. I refer to the Pearyling Act Amend-
ment Bill. The two things are inconsistent.
One clause was not wanted in the Pearling
Bill, but-

The PRESIDENT: The lion, member
least not discuss at Bill not before the
House. At the same time, I think he has
achieved his object.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
IKitson-j'vest-in reply) [9.30]: I agree
that the lion,. member has achieved his ob-
ject.

The PRESIDENT: I think the lion. Inem-
herf recognises that he has been highly
disorderly.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope I am
not disorderly when I say the two eases ReC
not synonymous.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commnittee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Thihrd Peadiing.
Bill mead a third time and passed.

BILL-FEDERAL AID ROADS (NEW
AGREEMENT AUTHORISATION).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [9.33] in mioving the see-
old reading said: The Bill is necessary and
really speaks for itself if members will
read the Schedule, which comprises the
ag-rement with the Federal Government.
The Bill proposes to authorise the Premier
to execute that agreement with the Prime
Minister for the extension, with certain
modifications, of the existing agreement
for a further period of ten years as from
the 1st July, 1937. The agreement will re-
place the one that has operated for the
past ten years tinder which the State has
received certain moneys from the Common-
wealth with which to maake and maintain
rads throughiout the country. As members
aire well aware, a conference was held a
little while ago, as a result of which it is
now desired to enter into a further agree-
ment extending over another period of
tenl years. The new agreement will be of
advantage to the State in that more money
wvill be. provided than previously, and fronm
that point of view alone it will be welcomed
by this Chamber. For the information of
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members, I shall point out that the Bill
is for a continuation of the existing agree-
ment with these modifications-

1. The contribution proposed to be made by
tile omamonwealthi to the States -will be onl the
basis of 3d. per gallon onl imported spirits and
2d. per gallon onl spirits distilled in the Conk-
nionwesith.

This repi csents an increase of 1/2. per
gallon on the formier and 1/d. Per- gallon on
the latter, and it is estimated by these in-
creases that about £120,000 extra will be
payable to this State.

2. In respect of thle amount accruing f rom
27/_d. of the 3d. received from imported spirit
and from JI/d. of thle 2d, received from excise
spirit, this will be hypothecated entirely to the
construction, reconstruction and mnaintcamnce oif
the roads. The balance, consisting of 12d. oil
imported spirits and %d. on excise spirits, may,
at tine option of the State, be spent on roads,
works or fofestry.

Thus, latitude is extended in the expendi-
ture of the, additional money to be made
available.

3. The Conunonweath desire that the main-
tenance and repair of roads forming approaches
to their properties within the State shall be
undertaken by the State out of the moneys -pro-
vided.

This was announced by the Prime Minister
at a recent conference in Adelaide, and is
provided for in Clause 5. The draft agree-
ment, ats received fromn the Commronwealth,
provided fr the reconstruction, in addition
to maintenance, of such roads, but we have
been successful inl having that excised. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[9.37]: 1 cong-ratulate the Government upon
having entered into this agreement for a
further period of ten years. We have to
thank the Bruce-Page Government for hav-
ing introduced this legislation at the ou-tset,
and for having recognised that Western
Australia was entitled to special considera-
tion owing to its large area. The additional
a-mount wre shall1 receive uinder the new agree-
ment wilt be of direct benefit to Western
Australia. I take this oplportunity to place
on record my sincere appreciation of the
excellent wovrk that has been carried out by
the engineering branch of the Main Roads
Board. The authorities are continuing with
bitumen surfacing as far as funds will per-
miit, and the work undertaken is of a per-
manent nature. On this occasion wve bave

to thank the Federal Government for re-
turning to the State a little more than we
contribute. It is only fitting that the Main
Roads Board engineers should know that
mnembers appreciate the excellent work they
have carried out in dealing with what is a
rather difficult task.

Question p'ut and pa-ssed.
Bill read a second time.

Ill Committee.
Bill passed throulgh Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and passed.

RESOLUTION-BETTING CONTROL
BILL.

To Inquire by Joint Select Committee.
Debate resumned from the 2nd December

onl the following motion by Hon. G. Fraser
(West)-.

That in accordance with the request contained.
in Message No. 51 from the Legislative Asseut-
bly, a, select committee of five members -be apo-
pointed, by ballot, to consider the Betting Con-
trol Eifl; the committee to have power to-
(i) confer with the coinittec of the Legislative
Assembly; (ii) call for persons, papers, and re-
cords; (iii) sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned:; and (iv) adjourn from place
to place.

HON. G. FRASER (West-in reply)
f9.42]: I shall not delay the House by any-
lengthy reply to the mnotion. T wras sur-
p~rised at the ferw points raised during the
course of the debate. I anticipated that
members would 'have discussed it extensively
because it deals wiith the miattter that has
received much attention throughout Austra-
lia. In Queensland legislation has been in-
troduced, and in South Australia an entirely
different enactment has dealt with the same
subject. That clearly indicates that opinion
differs in the various States respecting this
problemn. Two points were raised in oppo-
sition to the motion. One was that the
numnber of members on thme joint select coin-
inittee wvas too great. On examination, I
have been unable to find any in-stantce during
the past ten years of the appointment oP
any joint select committee that comprisedl
fewer than five members front each House.

Hon. L. B. B~olton: Then it is time w-e
mended our ways.
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Hon. G. FRASER: The motion merely
-Proposes to follow -the customary procedure,
and it is rather peculiar that only at this
late stage should aiiy objection be raised.
The joint select comitntee on seession
c omprised five uinmers. representing the
Legislative Council and five the Legislative
Assembly.

Hon, J. L1 Holmes: That was an import-
ant matter.

Hon. G. FRASER: The joint select corn-
ulittee that dealt with electoral matters con-
sisted of five members from each House, and
that committee was converted into an honor-
atry Royal Commission. 'We alano had -a
select coninaittee on. the Bulk Handling Bill
and that consisted of ten members,' five
being from this Chamber. How then
Can there: be aniy force in the argument that
ten is too many? I have gone hack ever a
Period of ten r ears and I have told the
RHouse what tile procedure has been during
that time. The fact was also mentioned
that this Committee would probably he con-
verted into an Honorary Royal Comumission
and we were warned against taking seats
on it because we ig.ht then be considered to
be occupying an office of profit.

Hon. A. Thomson: Would that not be so
if the Commission adjourned from place to
placeI

Hon. Gi. FRASER: I do not think so-
What I want to know is whether the point
was raised genuinely or just as a subterfuge
to defeat the motion. Not only Mr. Holmes
referred to it, but Mr-. Nicholson did so, and
in bolsteritng up his point, Mr. Nichol-
son-

H1on. J. Niceholson: [I did not bolster up
any point.

Hon. G. FRASER: Perhaps I should
have used the word "eniphasise." Mr' Nic-
holson read certain statements made by the
Chief Sectary in quoting rulings that were
_given 20 or 30 years agn., While he was
reading them I asked him to again read
them, but he did not take any notice of my
request.

Hon. .1Nicholson: I did not hear you.
Hon. Gf. FRASER: The Chief Secretary

last year quoted a1 ruling given byv Mr.
Sayer wvho ruled t-hat not only could Sir
'Newton 'Moore-this referred to something
that took place sonic years ago--not receive
ainy payment for his services, but that if he

-cceted the office when other mnembers of
the Comission welt' to he paid, he would

lie guilty of a violation of the Constitution.
The Crown Law authorities also turned up
a ruling given by Mr. Septimus Burt long
before Mr. Sayer gave his ruling, and Mir.
Burt's ruling confirmed thiat of 'Mr. Sayer.

Ron. J. Nicholson: Even though fees
were not paid it was stated by Mr.t Sayer or
Mr. Burt that there was still a risk.

Hon. Gf. FRASER: That is so, but on
a conunission on which fees Wvere paid to
some mnemrbers.

Hon. J. Nicholson: No, even though fees
were not paid.

lion, Gi. FRASER: But the ruling gitenl
was that if the -member accepted a seat om
a commission on which some members were
paid, although he did not collect them, he
would be comamitting a breach of the Con-
stitu-tion. This, however, is to be a purely
honorary Royal Commission.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But the cousinission
will draw expenses and tile risk will still
be there.V

Hon. Gf. FRASER: In view of the rulings
that have been given and which I have read
out, I asked the Minister for Justice to
obtain for me a ruling from the Crown Law
Department in connection with the matter.
This is the reply that I received-

If a member of Parliament is i-ppointed to a
Royal Commission without any stipulation being
made. ais to wvhether or not fees may be drawn
by him, I think the ordinary construction is to
be put ott the appointment and hie would be
ehtitlcd to remuneration for is services, andi
it would be regarded as an office of profit. If
however, it is aia express ternm of the appoit
meat that no fee is to be payable to the nteiber
for his ser-vices on the Commission, titan it is
quite obvious that the app)ointflent is not. an
office of profit. I u the first case the essential

factor is that the inernier is entitled to and could
draw a profit from his office notwithstanding
that hie mnay choose subsequently to disclaim any
right to -his fees, hot this ease is essentially'
different front the latter ease I have quoted be-
cause the initial conidition of the appointatent
is nio payment, etc.

That is the ruling which the M1inis9ter for
Justice was good enough to obtain for mec
from the Crown Law Department..

Hon. J. 3T Holmies: On. a point of order.
As the select committee, if appointed, will
not be able to sit while the House is in
recess, afnd seeing that the House is now
about to go into recess and the comamittee
will never have an opportunit.y of carrying
on its -work, I should like to know if we will
be in order in appointing the select com-
mittee.

2583
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The PRESIDEN.\T: The appointment of
the Committee would be in order because the
House has 110 right -to anticipate somethingc
that has not been done

Hon. G. FRASER: I have dealt with the
only two p~oints that were raised and I do
not propose to debate the subject any fur-
ther. There is no doubt that the time is not
far distant when something will have to be
done in connection with the matter 'which
the motion deals with, and so I hope the
select committee will be appointed in order
that the question may be investigated and
the result of theo investigation placed before
members of this House for their guidance in
the future.

Question put and negatived.

B3ILL--APPROPRIATION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from the previous day.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[9.58]: There is no doubt thant the Govern-
ment are in a most unfortunate finanicial
position since a state of emergency certainly
still exists. When we turned down the Emier-
gency Tax Assessment Bill a few days ago
the Premier made a statement to the "West
Australian"l newspaper in which he insinu-
ated that members of this House had pn'c-
ticallv takeu their instructions trolnt outside
Sources. We know the position of t he G~o%--
ermnent and we also know our own. Speak-
ing for my-self, when I want information I
endeavour to secure it from the best possible
source. If I require information about
finance I approach the Associated Banks.
I have done this on several occa-
sions since I have been a member of
this House. I have inquired as to the
effect of taxation and finanicial Bills
that -have been before us and the effect
they would have upon the country generally.
I claim that we should avail ourselves of
every, possible opportunity to gain informa-
tion about measures submitted to the House.
Last night Mr. Craig spoke on the Dairy
Mairketing Regulation Bill and showed that
he could gain considerable information from
the Suniny West factory.

Hon. T1. Nicholson: Did not you speak onl
the Bill?

Honi. H. V, PIE SSE: Yes, and I went to
the Katanining and Narrogin factories for
my. information. I mnaintain that it is only

right to call upon people controlling the
various industries in order to (obtain accurate
information. I was surprised at the remarks
of the Chief Secretary about the Arbitra-
Lion Bill. 'We were all endeavouring to assist
him to 'get the business through the House.

Hon. J. J. Holmes; I riuppose you are
doing that now.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I intend to say only
a few words on that point. I have always
been a great believrer in thie Industrial Arbi-
tration Act. I did not take the opportunity
to speak onl the Bill because-

The PRESIDENT: Surely the hon. mnem-
her is not speakinig on a Bill not now before
the House! That is distinetly contrary to
the rules of thme House.

Hion. H. V. PIESSE: Then I should like
to refer to somne of the observations made by
'Mr. Miles. He is a great ad-vocate of the
North-West.

The PRESIDENT: There is a Standing
Order that prohibits reference to a debate
on a maitter not beforne the Houisc. I ask the
hion. member to confine 'his remarks to the
Appropriation Bill.

Honl. H. V. PIESSE: Weoll, 1 sin shot
there also. Mr. Miles, in referring to the
Agricultural Bank said that we represented
a large number of people who produced
commodities and did nothing else except ob-
ject to legislation brought before the House.
When the Agrioultniral Bank measure was
before us, one of the greatest objectors was
the lion. member himself. He has lost sight
of the fact that in the North-West are
situated the Wyudamn Meat Works. Al-
though the opemrations of the Agricultural
Bank have cost the State a lot of money in
the interests of the primary producers, the
Wyndham Mfeat Works have also cost the
State a large amount of money. I agree
that those. works are essential to the develop-
meat of the NYorth and that the North is
deserving of all possible encouragement. I
believe that railway communication should be
provided to connect the meat works with the
outback stations and thus assist the cattle
industry, . If such -transport were arranged,
possibly the meat works would be profitable.
Thoueh the farmers in my province have
received considerable financial help from the
Agrricultural Bank, I remind Mr. Mfiles that
the report of the Wyodhain Mleat Works
shows that the amount of anulated in-
terest due to the Treasury- is £963,677. Yet
Mrl. MIiles com1plains that we are continually
groarnhig. Surely, with Such a large amount
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of interest debited against the loeat works
there is justification for a groan. IMemibers
representing tile agricultural industryv were
also twitted last night about the Rural Relief
Fund Act, as well as being reminded that we
object to Section 51 of the Agricultural Bank
Act. Mr. Mfiles stated that I bad fought to
have the Federal grant made available to the
State patssed on as a free grant to the
farmers. Let tue compare the number of
electors represented by the various mnembers
in this HEouse:-

West Province, represented by Messrs. Kitson,
Gray, and Fraser-8,320 electors.

Metropolitan Province, represented by Messrs.
Bolton, Franklin, and Nicholsou-7,280 elec-
tors.

Metropolitan-Suburban Proviuce, represented
by Messrs. Clydesdale, Mackarlane, aind
Parker-28,S60 electors.

Total for metropolitaln irea-44,460 ece-
torn.

South Province, represented by the President
and 'Messrs. Cornell and Williamis--4,098
electors.

North-East Province, represented by Messrs.
-Seddon, Elliott, and Heenan-4,078 electors.'Total for goldfields provinces-,176 elec-

tors.

Members representing the farmers, wvho Mr.
Miles said were continually groaning, repre-
sent no fewer than 31,817 electors. Now I
cme to North Province, r-epresented by
Messrs. Holmes, Miles and Angeclo whose
electors total .941.

Hon. .J. J. Holmes: The North returns
good men.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I admit that. While
members of this House represent Western.
Australia as at "whole, I cannot overlook the
fact that, each of thle mnetropolitn melin-
hers represents 5,000 electors, each of the
gldflelds members relpresent 1,000 electors,

and each of the mixed farming areas repre-
sents 2,700 electors, whereas Mrt. Miles re-
presents 300 electors as his share of the
900.

Hot,. .L. Crajin: But his vote counts for
as much.

Bon. .1. Cornell: It is bad arithmetic.
Hon. HT. V. PIESSE: Mr. -Miles repre-

sents 300 electors as his share and that
is probably why there are not many groans
from the North.

Hon. %V. J. Mann: HOW- many of the 300
electors live in the North?

I-on. IL.Y. PIESSE: I an, told that 50
per cent, live in the capital city.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes interjected.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: If there was an
opportunity to populate the North, the
bon. member would receive the greatest
.Support from the representatives of the phi-
niarY producers in the south. Xou represent
a very large area.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member must address the Chair.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Certainly. Repre-
sentatives of the farming areas have many
people to deal with from a road board
point of view. There are 127 road boards
in Western Australia and 76 of them are
in the farming areas. That is all I need
to say about Mr. Miles. I know there
is no bigger-hearted man than he, though
he has a weakness for launching criticisms
against the farmers who are experiencing

Stich a difficult time. The hon. member
claims to be very worried about the fin-
ainciall position of the State. He quoted a
qutting- from a paper, and the quotation
renmided we of a lecture given by Dean
Inge when addressing a gathering ofI young
peop~le in St. Paul'Is Cathedral. Hle Stated
that worryv couild be described as interest
paid oil trouble before it fell due. When
Mr. Miles in years to come considers his
worries about the finances of the State, I
think he will be able to say, "'I have had
many troubles but most of them have never
happened." Outside this Chamber the hon.
member is an optimist, but inside he is
ever ready to destroy many of the sugges-
tions put forward.

The Chief Secretary: You wvould nlot in-
clude him in the same category as Dean
Inge, would you!I

The PRESIDENT; The bon. member is
going beyond time limits of the Appropria-
tion Bill in discussing the personal attri-
butes of a member of the House.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I was discussingz
the political position and also the financial
position to which the hon. member has so
often made reference. I support the sec-
ond reading.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[10.13]: There are two matters upon which
I should like to touch. Some weeks ago I
asked a question as to the amount of clear-
ing done in the group settlement areas under
the scheme by which the Government pro-
vided work for single men. After a con-
siderable amount of delay' , and after hav-
ing had to repeat the question, I was in-
formed yesterday that the complete clearing
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amiounted to 8.234 acres. and that there bad
been reonditioned approximately 6,159
aceres. I asked the average cost of the clear-
ing and was informed that the average cost
per acre could not be stated in view of the
varied work and position shown in the
answer to the first part of my question. At
the date of my % first asking the question,
three or four weeks ago, the Government
had spent £216,912. That works out at £15
per acre. Of the area cleared, .3,159 acres
have been reconditioned. Though conmnenda-
tion has been expressed by the present Min-
ister for Lands upon clearing done in other
parts of the State by previous Governments,
I ens bound to say that the clearing of this
land has cost a fair amount of money. As
rightly pointed out by the Chief Secretary,
the average cost per acre cannot be stated,
in view of the varying conditions. But how
will the Government arrive at the amount
to he charged for land cleared at such cost?
It is a refteetion upon the Agricultural De-
partmnent and the Agricultural Bank that
they should have already spent £C210,000 on
this work and yet not hbe in a position to
state the cost per acre. It shows that there
is something, wrong with their book-keeping
methods.

The Chief Secretary: Ridiculous!

Hon. A. THOifiSON: It is not ridiculous.
If I asked the Chief Seeretary what it costs
per chain to lay water pipes from the Can-
-ning Data, he would he able to return a
fairly accurate answer. We are entitled to
know the cost per acre of the clearing dlone.
If the cost continues at the present rate1 a
quarter of a million sterling will be spent
on that pnrpose and the cost per acre -will
not be ascerlainable. It is not full clearing
that is being done, hut the cost is actually
over £1I5 per acre for clenring and recondi-
tioning. I realise the Government's diffi-
culty in providing employment; but if that
is the general method of expenditure, I urge
the Chief Secretary to impress upon Cabinet
that there must be better control over ex-
penditure. One other point I wish to touch
upon in view of a motion submitted by me
with regard to vocational training of youth.
I know it may be said .that in connection
with the schemne propounded, there have
been more supervisors than applicants for
tuition. The weakness of that scheme is that
men of 20 and 21 years of age are expected
to be able to undertake the work without ex-
perience or training. It is the Government's
bounden duty to provide a certain sum of

money for sustenance while the young -men
are undergoing training. I may point out
that 30s. per week is granted to men on suis-
tenance work. Then surely it is not too much
to ask, in view of the shortage of artisans
and tradesmen to which every contractor will
testify, that sustenance should be granted
to these young men. The Minister has been
invited by the Commonwealth to a confer-
ence to be held in the East for the pur-
pose of preparing at sheme of vocational
training for young men whom) the depression
has deprived of the opportunity to learn
trades. Mr. Moore has said that it would
he an excellent gesture if all sections of the
community were represented at the confer-
ene which is -to submit a proposal. I need.
scarcely say that I do not ask to be selected,
but a conference to consider a matter of such
great importance should be attended hy a
Minister. Then there arc men who have
taken a keen interest in providing young
men with opportunities to learn trades. Some
of those men might be prepared to go over
to the conference. I cast'no reflection upon
any Minister. I urge on the Government
that the inauguration of a better system of
book-keeping for the cost of clearing in the
South-West by single men is essential. I
support the second reading of the Bill. Real-
ising that the Government must have their
Akppropriation Bill, I offer no ohbjection to
its passage.

HON. L. CRAIG (Southi-West) [10.231:
I think it necessary to offer a few remarks
in reply to Mr. Thoinson. I do not say for
a moment that the money spent on clearing
in thee South-West has been economically
spent. I have also to express regret that it
is inecessary to employ single mnen on that
work. Nevertheless, if single men have to
be employed, I can think of no work that
will do inure ultimate good than the -work
upon which they are engaged in those wet
areas. It is% recognised that the heavy-rain-
fall areas with a reasonably cool and moist
summer are the areas where the large popu-
lation of 'Western Australia will be carried
eventually. I say this irrespective of the
fact that I live in that area. That circum-
stance has nothing to do with what I say.
In those well-watered areas our population
will undoubtedly be carried.

The Chief Secretary: We arc all agreed
on that.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Another important
point is that that samne -wet lend is quite
valueless until improved.

95S6
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i-Ion. A. Thomson: I hope you do not
think I conderan the idea of clearing the
land. I condemn only the method of
clearing adopted and the cost.

Hen. L. CRAIG: This land must be im-
proved in order to maike it of any value
at all. We arie finding from experience that
the land is not of great value when first
improved. Land that has had the sun shut
off it for- thiousanids of years, even after
the timiber hias becen ringbarked and the sun-
light has got into thle ground remains sour
for some considerable time. Watching
closely as I have dlone, I ean state that the
land in group set tlemient areas is only now
becoming mellow and of good agricultural
value. About a fortnight ago when attend-
ing the Margaret River show, I was struck
with the entirely differ~ent outlook there is
amongst the people on the spot, and
.also with the different look of the land itself.
It has now been cleared for eight or nine
years, anl'd at last is becoming mellow and
of agricultural value. Two group settlers
approached me at the show. They expressed
reg1ret at the unfortunate happenings down
there, and the bad advertisement that por-
tion of the country had received through
complaints by a section of the settlers. These
two men said, ''"If only' we could get the
publicity that those who are dissatisfied with
conditions here are getting, what a great
thing it would be for our district." I agree
with that. Each of the two men then showed
me the authentic records of his dairy herd.
They al-c the best I have ever seen in West-
ern Australia. One loni had 20 cows averaw-
lag- over 350 lbs. of butter tat per cow, re-
presenting a net return of over £17 10s. per
cow. The other man, with 14 cows, had the
same average. These figures show what the
clountr 'y is capable of. If work has to be
found for unemployed men, it is desirable
that work should he found, first of
all, in a district w~here a large population
can he carried, and, secondly, oal land that
is not likely to be occupied immediately, so
that when thle area is required it will be in
a more or ]liss mellow condition and immedi-
ately suitable for agricultural purposes. In
Bridgetow-i we are finding that land which
has been ri-igbarked for sev-en or eight years,
ty, pical .jarrahl country, which tinder Govern-
inent conditions would cost £E20 per acre to
clear, is being cleared level with the ground
for £3 per acre.

Hon. A. Thomson: And this other land
cost £C15!

Hon. L. CRAIG. If that land is ring-
barked and the suckers are kept down, and
thenr if the area is just left for a period of
years, the money spent oin it will never be
wasted-not one penny of it.

Hon. A. Thomson: I quite agree with you.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Virgin country under
any' conditions cannot improve without hav-
ing time on its side. Ringbarking and the
keeping d]own of suckers is all that is re-
quired. That Land should be cleared for £5
per acre, aed then it would be in sufficiently
,good order to be agriculturally valuable. I
support the Bill.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [10.20]: 1
desire to say only a few -words on the
Appropriation Bill, having said all I de-
sire to say on the Loan Bill and on Supply
Bills. I simply rise to point out to the
Minister in charge of the Appropriation
Bill that the custom is to hold over the
third reading of that measure and make it
the last Bill of the session. I anticipate
that that course will be adopted on this
occasion. WVe do not pass the third read-
ing of the Appropriation Bill until all the
business has been cleared.

The Chief Secretary' : I think it is just
.about all cleared now. I do not think
there wvill lie any new legislation domning
in.

Bon. J1. J. HOLMES: There are three
or four miessages to come from another
p~la ce.

The Chief Secretary: Yes. We want to
get this Bill cleared out of the way before
dealing with those messages, because there
may be a conference.

Hon. 3. J. HOLMES: If we pass the
third reading of the Appropriation Bill,
everything else can go by the board. The
Ministry can say good-night and good-bye.
That is the attitude we have always taken
in the past. It has coever been objected to
by the Chief Secretary's predecessor that
th Appropriation Bill should be the last
Bill passed in the session.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.
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Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [10.331: 1 move-

That the Bi~l -be now r-ead a third time.

I1 would like Air. Holmes to understand that
I am not deliberately doing something
that has not been done by my pre-
decessor. The hon. member will rea-
lise we wish to get all these Bills
through the House as early as possible.
There is very little more on the Notice
Paper with the exception of those Bills
concerning which there are differences of
opinion between members of another place
and ourselves. Consequently I think the
hon. member will not object to the Bill
going through all stages at this period. The
bhour is getting late, and we can never say
bhow long a conference -will take.

HON. 3. 3. HOLMES (North) [10.34]:
In view of what the! Minister has said I
do not offer any further objection to the
third reading. All TI desired to point out
-was that it had been the custom to make
this Bill the last of the session. But in
view of the peculiar circumstances that
have arisen I do not mind waiving my
opposition.

EON. 3. CORNELL (South) [10.35]: So
far as my understanding goes there is only
one objection to passing time third reading
now.

The Chief Secretary: There can be no ob-
jection at any time.

Hon. J1. CORNELL: Well, only one rea-
son, then. The Appropriation Bill znusjt
he passed. There is only one, reason for
holding up the third reading, and that is
that we sha probably have to deal with an-
other amendment to the Financial Emer-
gency Tax Assessment Bill. I am satisfied
that the p2romfised amendment will mature;
that circumstances over which the Minister
'and Premier have no control will intervene.

The Chief Secretary: I have already told
the hon. member that the Hill is beingv
printed.

Question put and passed.

*Bill read a third time, and passed.

BILL-DISTRESS FOR RENT
ABOLLITION.

Second, Reading.
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of

the sitting.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Sfnburban) [10.381: I do not desire to take
up much time on the Bill, but I would point
out that distress for rent is in fact obsolete.
It is very seldom used, It is seldom used
in the cases of destitte people in dwellings,
hut it is used in distraining shops and
offices. I oppose the Bill because it does
not give the landlord any adequat3 remedy'
in exchange. In Now Sonth WVales there
is a speedy remedy. That sugnested in
Section 6 is tedious, slow and expensive. T
would support a Bill drawn up on the lines
of the New South 'Wales Act, but I think it
would be dangerous to take away the land-
lord's right of distraint until he had another
remedy of the speedy right to evict. The
question of a grocer or butcher or baker is
different. If they are not paid they stop
servingo, but a landlord hr law has to leave a
tenant in possession though he is not paying-
rent. The eviction provided by this Bill
would take too long. If the New South
Wales provisions regarding eviction in sub-
stitution for distress for rent were embodied.
in this Bill I would support it. hut as it is
I must oppose the Bill.

HON. H. TUCKEY (Soutb-West)
[10.40] : I oppose the Bill on similar
grounds to those mentioned by Mr. Parker.
T would like to see a clause inserted to give
the landlord some protection. I know of
one, ease where a tenant has, not paid rent
for three years, and the landlord has no
chance of getting repossession of the pro-
perty. It is necessary that some protection
should be given to the landlord.

THE HONORARY MINSTER (Hon. E.
H1. Gray-West) [10.41]: I intend to sup-
port the Bill. As pointed out by the mover,
the legislation is like an appendix in a
human being's body.

Hon. L. Craig: Needs cutting omit.
The HONORARY MINISTER: It is of

'no use. My experience has shown me that the
legislation now on the statute-hook is used
'only by cruel landlords, and they have to get
the lowest possible human beings to act as
bailiffs; men who will do all sorts of despi-
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cable things. It is right that wve should do
awvay With that sort of thing.-

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [10.42]: In
the last part of the Bill there seems to be
anl anotmly.

lBon. H. S. W. Parker: It is out of order.

Hort. J. CORNELL: It mayv be.. I think
it will be out altogether. Under the Bill a
muau onl a weekly teniancy has exactly the
same consideration as the man on a longer
tenancy. He may be evicted in two days if
lie does not pay rent for a week. The
man on a monthy tenancy, however. may
miss his rent for a week, but in the inter-
vening three weeks he ma dy be able to re-
cover his position and pay the debt. But
he is placed in the same category as the
mail on the lesser tenancy. We know that
honest men meet with adversity bu])t there
come periods of rehabilitation in which they
try to meet their just debts; hut I am satis-
fied, taking the part of the State which I
represent, that there are landlords who take
.advantage of men who are up against it. It
has happened that men on monthly tenan-
ejes who have met with temporary adversity
heave been put out in order thati the land-
lords might get in someone rIsc whlo wvill
pay more. I have given the illustration in
this House of how a muan met n friend in
Kalgoorlie and asked him where he was
living and what Tent he was paying. The
man told him and about a week later the
landlord informed the man that he would
have to get out. The friend homglmf himn
out. The friend offered the landlord more
rent than the man was paying. If he were
given another week he might possibly find
the money with which to pay the rent. As
'MEr. Nicholson lias salid, there is the ques-
tion of a man onl a six-monthly tenancy.
My experience o! landlords has been that
if one is prepared to pull his weight in the
contract, they are satisfied. The trouble the
landlords are up against is that it seems to
he a weakness in human nature not to pay
if one c-an get out of paying.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East-in
reply) [10.46)]: 1 will be brief in my re-
marks, because I am afraid it will only be
adding to those remarks I made when mov-
ing the second reading. I am glad to
gather from Mr. Parker that substantially
he agrees with the principle of the Bill.

Hie says the time has arrived when distress
for rent is obsolete. I think I canl easily
argue from that that it is time it was
abolished altogether. However, I must join
issue with the hall. member when he states
that Clause 6 is tedious, slow and expen-
sive. In the first place I would point out
that tinder that provision the tenant who
is owing a week's rent can be given two
days' notice of the termination of his ten-
ancy. I do not think anyone could agree
with Mr. Parker that that clause is either
tedious or slow, and I have previously
Pointed out that it is not expensive. If
the tenant fails to leave the House after
receiving two days' notice, the landlord
can go to the court and issue a summons;
he will get to the court inside a week, and
for the expenditure of about 10s. he can
secure anl order of the court for ejectnment,
anid the costs, of course, will be added to
the rent that the tenant has to pay. Mr.
Tuekey says that he knows a case where
for three years a tenant dlid not pay his
'rent. The answer to that, sureiy, is that
the landlord was more to blame than the
tenant. As regards Mr. Cornell's conten-
tion that there is no differentiation in the
Bill between a weekly tenant and a
monthly tenant, I say that is a lprote-
tion that the framer of the Bill thought
necessary from the landlord's point of
view. Most people who rent houses are on
a weekly tenancy, and I think I can hon-
estly assert that the passing of the Bill
will have the effect of manking tenants more
carefuli to pay their rent, because they will
know they can be evicted at short notice,
and will also make landlords more careful
about letting tenants into their houses.
However, the remedy is a very drastic and

barbarous one, and I must say in fairness
to the average landlord that my experi-
ence is that the remedy is [very rarely en-
forced, although my instructions are that
in certain suburbs of Perth it is a remedy
that is adopted very frequently. I think
the merits of the measure have been fully
placed before the House. If members agree
that distress is out of date and places the
landlord in an unjustly unfavourable posi-
tion as compared with other creditors, and
works unfairly front the point of view of
the merchant who lets a wireless set or a
piano, they will support the second read-
ing.



2590 (COUNCIL.)

Question put and a division taken with The HONORARY MINISTER; I do not
the following yes

Ayes
Noes

Majority

Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. L. Craig
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. C. G. Elliott
Hon. J. T. Frank]
Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. 11. H. Gray

Hon. E. H. Angel
Hon. C. P. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon. V. Haenerale
Hon. J. 3. Holmes
Eon. 0. W. Mile.

Question thus
Hill read a see

17

Hon. J1. Comne
E. M. Heenan it

Clauses 1 to 5

Clausec 6-Lan
aney:

Holl. H.S.X
amendment-

That the words
specified in Sectiot
194 h e struck
Here is where
rent for a week
time for the fi
and it will he
wards before the
I am sure that s
this clause or
Distress for rent
exclusively in the
offies and shops,
In the case of IN
is very rare. TI
threat for the so
dwellings, of en
gain possessiono
case of shops an
purpose of enab]
rent fromn othert
land-lord be victis
to be a few bad
may he obligedt
premises, and sb
steps to see that
that source.

tlt:- see how the amendment would fit in. See-
14 tion 100 of the Local Courts Act deals with
11 many things. How can we have one set of

conditions in one Act and another set .in
for 3 another, both bearing onl the one subjectl

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: This amendment
will not deal with the Local Courts Act.

Hon. E M. Heenan Hon. E. M HEENAN: I aol opposed to
He.W: H. Kiteot the amendment. Proceedings of this sort

Hon.H. . Plase have always been taken under the Local
In Hon. C. H. Witeo-om Courts Act, Section 100 of which is speci-

Ho,,. G. B. Wood
Hion. A. 5'!. Clydesdale ally drafted to deal with such cases. This

(Teller.) clause merely reduces the period set out in
loN oes. 3 iho that section.

H on. J. S. W. Parker Ron. A. Thomson: What would the differ-Hon. H. S.eWddo ke
y Hon. A. Thomson eleincsbe

Hon. H. Tuckep Holl. E. M. HEENAN: VTer~y little, thoughI(Teller.) I admit that proceedings under the Local
passed. Courts Act would be more expensive than
olid time. under the Justices Act.

Hon. L. Craig: Which is the quickuer

iComittiree. method ?
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The justices Act.fi ia the Chair; the Hon. , submit that proceedings before the 'local

icharge of the Bill, court are quick enough. An experienced
-agreed to. miagistrate would deal with each case, but

diord may determine ten- the sam~e experience might not ho in evidence
if the ease came before justices.

Hon. G. FRASER: if the amendment is
PARKER: I move an carried, two different periods will be re-

ferred to in different Acts. The clause, on
''no0twithstanding any3 period the other hand, as printed provides for a
1 100 of the Local Courts Act, definite period and should stand.

out. Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: This clause
a tenant has not paid his was added to the Bill 'in another place dur-

SIt will take a certain ing the Committee stage. A great deal of
adlord to get a summifons, confusion will undoubtedly arise from it,
at least two days after- hut the confusion will be lessened if my
case is taken by the court. amendment is carried. I am sorry the clause

ome members did not read has not been properly considered.
did not understand it. Amendment put and passed.
is used in the city) almost Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I had intended to

case of tenants who occupy move anl amendment earlier in Clause 6 be-
but do not pay their rent. cause I think hardship will be inificted if

)or people distress for rent the Bill is confined only to weekly or monthly
'he practice is used as a tenancies.
Ise purpose, in the case of The CHAIRMAN: The lion. niiber is
abling the landlord to re- too late.
f the dwellings, and in the Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, but I shall
id offices it is used for the move for the recommittal of the Bill.
hug the landlord to get his Clause, as amended, put and passed.
enacts. Why should a good Title-agreed to.
nised because there happen Bill reported with amnendmrents.
landlords? Some landlords
o live on the rents of their Recommittal.
ould be able to take some Onl motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill Ye-
they do get an income from committed for the purp~ose of further con-

sidering Clause 6.
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In Committee.
Ron. J, Cornefl in the Chair; Hon. E. M.

Heenan in charge of the Bill.
Clause 6-Landlord may determine ten-

ancy.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The clause will

confine the application of the Hill to weekly
ot monthly tenancies. Many offices and
houses are let on yearly tenancies, and I do
not think it was intended to exclude them.
I move an amendment-

That in line 3 the words ''weekly or monthly''
be struck out.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The intention was
to confine the Bill to weekly or monthly
tenancies, but I shall not oppose the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 3 after ''tenancy'' the words

"'or lease'" be inserted.
The clause refers to a landlord or lessor
being empowered to determine tenancies and,
as there is a reference to lessors, we should
include provision for leases.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as further amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments, and the report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and returned to the

Assembly, with amendments.

MOTION-MINES REGULATION ACT.
To Disallow Amendments to Regulation-

Standing Order Suspension.
Resumed from nil earlier stage of thc

proceedings.

HON. J. CORNELL. (South) [11.27]: 1
desire to move for the suspension of a
Standingr Order.

The PRESIDENT: As the Chief Secre-
tary is in charge of the business of the
Honse, I take it he has no objection to what
Mr. Cornell is about to do.

The Chief Secretary: No.
Hon. J. CORNELL : Earlier in the sitting,

there was a debate on a motion for the dis-
allowance of certain regulations under the
Mines Regulation Act. When the Honorary
Minister moved the adjournment of the de-
bate till to-morrow, he did so in the ordinary

[011

wvav. Circumstances have moved rapidly
since then and I understand that there wvill
be no sitting to-miorrow. The parties
interested conferred with you, Mr. President,
and the Minister in order to arrive at a deci-
sion on the matter at this sitting. With that
object in view, I move-

That so much of Standing Order 121 be sus-
pended as to rescind a resolution passed at this
sitting of the House earlier in the debate on
the motion to disallow certain regulations under
the Mines Regulation Act, 1906, now on the
Table of the House, until the next sitting of the
House, and that the debate be continued forth-
with.

The PRESIDENT: An absolute majority
is required before such a motion can be
carried.

Mlotion put.
The PRESIDENT: There being no dis-

senitient voice, and more than an absolute
miajority of members present, I declare the
motion carried in the affirmative.

Motion thus passed.

Personal Explanation.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I wish to

make a personal explanation. When I was
approached regarding this matter, I stated
I hadl 11o objection to the motion being
placed before mebe)rs because, when tile
adjournment was moved, it was understood
there would be another sitting. Since then
other developments have taken place and we
are hopeful that the session wvill end with
this sitting. 1 pointed out to the hon. member
who approached me that I was prepared to
give this House an assurance on behalf of
the Government that until the House had
had an opportunity of dealing with the resru-
lations, the Government would see that they
were. not arbitrarily enforced. I wish the
House to know that, because it may have
some effect on the way in which members
will record their vote. I have not had anl
opportunity to go into the whys and
wherefores of the matter, and so I must leave
it at that. I do, however, repeat my assur-
anice that the Government will see to it that
the department do not unduly enforce the
regulations.

Debate Resumed.
HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [1l.32]:

I find myself in -the position that I am quite
prepared to accept the assurance of the
Minister, which in the circumstances will be
quite satisfactory. I understand that legal
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difficulties have arisen in connection with BILL-LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
this regulation which may render it undesir-
able, but 1 wish it to be understood that I
ani p~repared to accept the MNinister's assur-
onice.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [1l.33]:
I, also am p~repared to accept the Minister's
assurance but it appears to me that we will
losw our only chance of dealing- with the
regulation. Unless it is objected to now it
will become permanent, and thus we shall
lose our right to object to it. 1 accept the
assurance given that the Government will not
arbitrarily enforce the regulations, but the
difficulty is that Governments come and Gov-
ernments go, and we might have a Minister
in power who would want to enforce the
regulations, in which ease the Mlinister's
assurane would not be worth anything.
While I accept the Minister's assurance I
can only repeat that it does not hind his
successors.

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM (South-East
-in reply) [11.35] : Owing to the lateness
of the hour I do not propose to say anything
beyond expressing the hope that members
will support the disallowance of the regula-
tion.

Question put amid passed.

BILL-ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned1 from the Assenmbly with amend-
ments.

BILL-DAIRY PRODUCTS MARKETING

REGULATION AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Messaige from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agrTeed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL-PURCHASERS' PROTECTION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notify' ing that it bad agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

AMENDMENT.

Assellably's Message.

'Message from the Assembly disagreeing
with the amendment made by the Council,
now considered.

it Committee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause' 2 -Insert, after the words "to
month" in line 16, the words "and such re-
port shall he published immediately in the
'Government Gazette"':

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing to the amendment is as
follows:-

In view of the provision made for Government
audit, and the presenting of same to Parliament,
tie is considered sufficient publicity.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hart. H. S. W. PARKER : I was respon-
sible for the amendment, but 1 do not l)1o-
pose to argue the matter. Personally I
cannot understand why the Government
should have opposed the publication of the
rep~orts of the Government Auditor.

Question put and passed,; the Council's
amiendment not insisted on.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

Sitting si'spended front 11.46 p.m. to
12.21 am.

BILL-TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALsE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly disagreeing
to six amendments made by the Council and
.agreeing te two amendments subject to
further amendment now considered.

In committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in thme Chair; the Honor-

ary Minister in charge of the Bill.
No. 9. Clause 8, Subelause 4 (a), (i),

page 6:-Delete the words "an inspector,"
in line M7, and substitute the words "the
Minister."

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing to the amendment is that the
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administrative duties she
ibility of the inspectors
Act.

The HONORARY MI.
That tine amendment be

Tinder the Factories aj
inspectors discharge
duties and it would prot
the Minister to undertal

Hon. W. J. MANN,
the amiendmntt. I have
with a mnber of leadi
Preiss and they are p.
that in view of the Seri
robved, someone with gni
an inspector should isa
inspector might be mist
tion of a case; we shou
sibilitv of error, While
gatory to say of inspeetoi
usually versed ill one pa
An advertisement might
saint things, and to cap
an authority on all of th
The newspapers conter
inconvenience thle Minis
is desired to be taken,t
to the Minister and tin
ease additional consider
the risk of error wonid
The newspapers are at
in authority, for pref
Shonld be the person to
later it was found that
ings becamne irksome t
alteration could be ma
not anticipated that th~
these warnings.

The HONORARY Mi
Spector mas, neccessaril
anil qualified inan. The
advice From his experi
inspectors. The amen
inuch delay, thereby la.
measure.

SQuestion put and a di
following tes-ult:

Ayes
Noes

Majority agm.

-lion. J. M. Drew
u09i. J. TP. Franklin

-Han. G. Fraser
Rm. E. H. Gray
Nlon. E. M. Heenan

ALYES

uid be the respons-
appointed under the

NISTER: I move-
not insisted on.

ad Shops Act the
the administrative
'ably be difficult for
ke this work,

We should insist on
discussed the matter
ng members of the
articularly desirous
)us consequences in-
eater authority than
uc the orders. An

HOn. C. N. Baster'
Hon. L,. Craig
Hon. C. C. Elliott
Hon. V. PHarners toy
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. W. .1. Mann
Hon. 0. W. Miles

Hon3'. J, Nicholsoms
Eon, H. Seddon
Hon. H. Turkey
Plon. C. H. Wittenioon
Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. H. V. Piesse

(Teller.)

Question thus negatived; the Council's
amendment insisted on.

No. 11. Clause S Sulnclause 4 (b) (i).
page 7:-Insert after the word "Section,";
in line 15, the words "such warning to he in
writing sig-ned by the Minister and delivered
at the place of business of the printer."

The HO0NORARY MINISTER: I move-
That tme amendment made by the AssemblY

eon time Council 's amendment be agreed to.

aken in his concep- Hon. W. J. MANN: I am glad that the
Id consider the pos- TY1inister in another pelace has recognised the
I have nothing dero- necessity for a written warning. The ac-
~generally, they are ceptance of the clause is contingent upon

rtieular calling only. thle acceptance of a further ,,ameadment
cover one of a thou- mnade by this Chamber, I asked for 12 hour1s'
eel an inspector to he notice in the case of daily newspapers anil
em would he unf air. 24 hourys' in the case of othe-rs. I have been
md that it will net chided since for not asking for longer notice
ter if, where action inl the case of papers, other than daily. The
,he inspector reports matter seriously affects such journals as the
eMinister gives the "Westralian Worker," the "Primary Pro-
ation. In that way ducer," "'Sunday Times," "Mirror;' and
be largely obviated, all but the v-cry smallest papers in country

mxious that someone districts. Such papers print a portion Of
wenee the Minister, their issue a day, and sometimes two days,
issue a warning. If before the date of publication. That Pr.
the issuing of warn- cedure is essential. Most of the papers will
o the Minister, an not receive advertisements onl the day of pub-
de- However, it is lication, because they cannot then handle
ere will he many of them. The large advertisements have to be

cleared off on Fri day in the case of a, news-

INIST ER: The in- 1P'Per Published on 'Sunday, So as to ILave
y be an experienced the staff free to deal with last-minute news,

Minste mut tke telegrmws and so forth. Suppose an ad-
tsinis ease tke vertisensent was received by such a paper onts, n tis asetheThursday, and set up and printed in manydment would cause thousands, of copies. Next thing a warningrgely nullifying the is received that the advertisement contains

something false. In those circumstances the
vision taken with the newspaper would have to cast aside the

whole of that portion of the issue, and prob-
9 ably have to set tip afresh an entire paxe

13 and make up the issue again. Twenty-four
- hours' notice would me an that a paper pub-

nst .. 4 lished on Sunday would hare to receive
- notice before midnight on Friday. News-

.Boo. W. H. Kito papers will do everything possible to help
Hon, H. a. W. Parker teGvernment in the suppression of mis-
Ron. A. Thomson leading advertisements. The Minister in an-
Han. L . Balcton

(Teller.) other place has not accepted the periods of.
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12 and 24 hours; 'but if the technical diffi-
culties in the newspaper sphere were ex-
plained to him, doubtless he would agree to
the hours mentioned in this Chamber's
amendment. I assure hon. members that the
newspapers are greatly alarmed.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I have pleasure in
supporting M~r. 'Hann in the stand he has
taken. This amendment would cause serious
inconvenience and loss to the great majority
of newspapers. Take small country news-
papers, of which there are scores, puiblished
once a week. The front and back pages have
to be printed a day, or perhaps a couple of
(lays, b1ef ore the issue of the paper. In the
ease of a paper published twice a wveek in
a larger town, the front and back pages have
to be printed a (lay before. In the ease
of a paper published three times a week,
the pages have to be printed the first thing
in the morning; otherwise it would be im-
possible to issue the paper. If an inspector
came in within eight hours of publication of
the paper and gave the direction that a false
advertisement had been appearing, the whole
issue would be sacrificed. In the interests
of newspaper proprietors of Western Aus-
tralia, I hope the Council will insist on its
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN : I remind bon. 'nem-
bers that if they want to adhere to their
amendment, they will vote the motion down.
The question is that the amendment made
by the Assembly be agreed to.

Question put and negatived; the
Assemably's amendment onl the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 11. ClauseS8: Subelauise(4) (b) (i),
page 7:-Insert after the word "section"
in line 15, the words:-"uch warning to he
in writing signed by the Minister ad de-
livered at the place of business of the
printer."

The HONORARY MINISTER: I mnove
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. W. J. MANN: For the same reason
I gave previously, I hope the Committee will
insist upon the amendment.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
cil's amendment insisted on.

No. 12. ClauseS8: Subelause (4) (b) (ii),
page 7 :-Insert after the word "pseso,
in line 18,. the words;

"or in the case of any catalogue, book, or
publication in which such advertisements
are purely incidental such p~rinter has

amended the false advertisement to the
satisfaction of an inspector so that the
advertisement no longer offends against
this Act."

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move--
That the amendment made by the Assembly

on the Council's amendment he agreed to.
Question put and passed; the amendment

onl the Council's amendment agreed to.
No. 15. Clause 14:-Delete the word

"off" ini line 11 and substitute the words
"not exceeding."

The HONORARY MINISTER: I m~ove-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 17. Clause 15:-Delete Subelause 2:
The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Amendment put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted onl.

No. 19. New Clause:-Add a new clause
after Clause 23, to stand as Clause 24, as
follows:-

24. This Act shall continiue in force
until the thirty-first day of Dcember,
1938, and no longer.

The HONORARY MINISTER : I move-
Tha~t the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I hope the Commit-
tee will insist on this amendment.

Question put and negatived; the Council's
amendment insisted on.

-No. 20. Schedule:-Add the- following
items to the Schedule:

"Clothing and materials for clothing
made wholly or partially of wool."

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-
That the amendment -be not insisted on.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This Bill was in-
troduced in another place, and according to
the published report of what the Minister
said, it originated from the woolgrowers of
this country. The Minister said, "I think
members of the Primary Producers' Confer-
ence a few weeks ago apart from the Pas-
toralists' Association also passed a resoi-
tion urging that legislation of this nature be
introduced at the earliest possible moment."
He added that a great amount of mnisrepre-
sentation had been going on in recent years
in regard to alleged woollen goods being
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offered to the buying public. The Govern-
JmenIt when introducing this, Bill had this
particular amendinejt inseited. It -was
taken out in another pla1ce, for what reason
I do not know, hut I heard indirectly that
the Government had not the numbers pre-,
sent at tile time. This originally was essen-
tially a wool Bill. It was to protect the
public from being sold shoddy for pure
wool. We should insist upon the amend-
ment in view of the fact that the words were
iii the Bill wheni it was originally brought
down.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am in-
clined to agree with the hon. member, but
I think the objection in another place was
to the word "Partially." if the hon. member
were to move to delete "partially" and in-
sert "mainly," probably that would meet the
ease.

Hon, H1. V. PIESSE: This, as Mr,
Holmes has said, is the most important pro-
vision in the whole of the Bill, at all events
from the -woolgrowers' point of view. A few
days ago I wrent into a big warehouse that
imports woollen goods. The manager of
that warehouse pointed out to me that where
even a small qulantity of silk or cotton was
used in a suit length that was mainly of
wool, under this provision they could not
sell that unless the trade description was
placed on it. If we were to agree to the
Chief Secretary"-s suggestion I think we
should get over the difficulty. I move an
amendment-

That "parti'ally" be struck out and
'' mainly'' inserted in lieu.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I ami afraid we do not
know much about this subject. I under-
stand that scarcely any first-class garment
to-day is made wholly of wool. Anyhow,
what does "mainly" nieanV floes it mean
51 per cent.?q

Thle Honorary Minister: It means more
than "partially."

Hon. IL. CRAIG: There are some high-
class materials that carry a mixture of wool
and cotton, and, which are known by trade
namies. I understand that the demand for
those goods is equal to several times the
supply. It is not a question of finding
buyers for them, but of secuiring the neces-
sary quantity of the stuff. I believe that
deftinite inquiries should be made before we
take this proposed action.

Hon. J. J. HOLMIES: The wool people
bave agreed to tax themislves in order that

the value of wool may he realised and
advertised. The Pastoralists' Association ranl
a wool week in Perth. WVhat happened?
They thought that some of the retail traders
would lie putting jokes over the public about
pure woollen goods, and] so they took pre-
cautions and got prices from the retail shops.
In one of the first-claw houses in Perth a
lady got a pattern and a price. When the
wool week camne onl she went round the shops
again and found that the article of which
she had got a pattern was marked "pure
Wool, Price i."Onl her freviOUS visit the
article had been described to her as a mix-
ture of wool and cotton. I am not going to
corn] promnise oil this amtendmnent.

Hon. H1. V. l'IESSE:- We have in the
Schedule, blankets, bedding anld flannel.
under tile reg-ulations any other goods canl
be added to the Schedule. The general
mianager of that big warehouse 'I visited was
wearing a suit, the material of which carried
small miarks, of silk. He said, "We could not
put this material I all) wearing onl the
market it yolu pass that ainldinlent." Yet
that mlaterial was 199 per cent. wool.

The CHAIR MAN: I understanld that the
Honorary Minister desires a iiiodifieation of
the ]notion before the Comimittee.

The Honorary Mtinister: I suggest that.

Thu CHAIRMAN': The original amiend-
nIent muade by the Council was to add the
following itemts to the Schedule:-Clothinlg
anid inaterial anld clothing malide w'hollv or
partially of wool. Thu Asscembly has ob-
jected to the word "Partially." I suggest
that we pass the following:

Time Council insists on its original amend-
mneat with the following miodifiatios:-Cloth.
ing and materials for vlothing Illude -wholly or
Illainly of wool.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Very welt, I will
agree to that aid wilt alter may amendment
accordingly.

Amenldment putt amid passed; the Coun-
cil's alternative amendment, agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee donistiilg of the Hon1. W. J.
Mlann, Hon. H. 1'. Piesse and the Honorary
AMiister drew up reasons for not agreeing to
certain of the amieidments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ing-ly returned to the Assembly.
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BILL-flNANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Received from the Assembly and read a.

first timei.
Sec-ond Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kikon-Wes3t) [1.28] in moving the second
reading said: This is the Bill which I assured
the 1-louse would be brought forwvard before
the sitting concluded. It is an amendment to
thle Finarieisil Emergency Tax Assessment
Act, 1932-1,934, and is in accordance with
the Financial Emergency Tax Bill which this
House agreed to some hours ago. There is
no necessity for ic to do more than point
out that the exemption provided in this Bill
is for £3 1.s. as against £3 12s. in the exist-
ing Act. The third clause also amiends Sec-
tion 9 of the Act, hut that is~renlly a con-
secluential amendment. I mnove-

That the Bill be now read a seondI tim
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. G, Fraser in the Chair; the Chief

Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-greed to.
Clause 2-A mendnient. of Section 4 of tire

lprincilpal Act:
Hon. J. -NICHOLSON: There is one

smiall matter to which I desire to draw
attention. At the end of subparagraph (i)
there is a reference to income being "less
than" £C195 per annum Ibut in subparag-raph
(ii) there is a reference to the limitation
respecting salary or wages "less than" £3
15s. per week. I was wondering whether
the words "shall not exceed" should appear
instead of "not less than."

The CHIEF SECR ETARY: I am ad-
vi-sed that the wording of the subparag-raph
is quite correct.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Very well.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3, i-agreed to.
Tile--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Beading.
Bill rend a third time and passed,

BILL-DISTRESS FOR RENT
ABOLITION.

Assemb ly's Mlessage.
Message from the Assembly notify ing that

it had agreed to Amendments NSos. 2, 8 and
4 made by the Council, and had agreed to

Amendmet No. I subject to a further
amendment, now considered.

In Committee.
lion. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. E. 1,

HLeenanr in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clau~se 6.-Delete the words

'weekly or monthly" in line 3.
Assecnibly's amendment to Council's

amiendment No. 1.-At the beginnling of the
amendmjent before the word ''Delete" insert
the wVords "Isert alter the word telant' in
line 3 thle words 4or lessee, and.''

Hon. E. 31. UElENAN: I move-
That the nmendinent on the Council's amead-

mlent ho aigreed to.

The Assemibly 'a amendmnent is really corn-
plernlentary to that which was moved by
)fr. Niulholson and to which the Assembly
agreed,

Question put and passed ; the Assembly's
anienduren t onl the Council's amrendlment
agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
arid a miessage accordingly returrned to the

BILL-PETROLEUM.

Mesae from the Assembly notifying
that it had agreed to Amendments Nos. 1
to 6 arnd 10 to -23 inclusive and had dis-
aigreed to amendments Nos. '7, 8, 9, 24. 25,
.60 2)7 and 28, for the reasons set forth in
the Schedule annexed, now considered.

In Commit~tee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair: the Chief

Secretary in charge of the Bill.'
N-\o. 7. Clause 10: Subelause 2:-Delete

the word ''folr1  in line 14, and substi-
tute the word ''eight.''

The CHAIRMAN: The reasonl given by
the Assembly for disagreeing to the amnend-
inlent is as follows:

The amieudireat provides that the reward lease
to be g-ranted to the second licensee to discover
payable petroleumn in the same oil province shall
be inecsed from four square miles to eight
s9quare miles.

In view of the large area provided for the
first discoverer of cil in the State, and also tire
first discoverer of oil in any oil province, it
is considered that four square mites is ample
for the se-ondl discoverer. It must be borne in
mind thait this area is granted after oil has
been discovered in the State.
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The CHIlEF SECR3ETARY: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

H~on. H-. SEDDON: I do not intend to
ask the House to insist on the amendments.
I am given to understand that it is not
intended to agree to any of those which the
Council made, and, in the circustances,
the best thing we can do is to accept that
position. I wish to make my attitude clear.
The amendments I moved were with the
idea of endeavouring to establish scientific
control of petroleum occurrences in Wes-
tern Australia. The conditions laid down
in the Bill will perpetuate all the evils as-
sociated with petroleum development in
other countries. However, that is a mat-
ter for the Government to determine. I
have done my duty in bringing the position
under their notice and I shall not ask the
House to insist on the amendments.

Quaestion put and passed; the Council's
aimendment not insisted on.

No. S. Clause 16:.-jnscrt a new Sub-
clause 3 as follows:-'' (3) The licensee
mentioned in Subsection (1) and in Subsee-
finn (2) of this section shall have the pre-
ferential right to apply for and obtain four
ordinary petroleum leases under Division .3
of this Part of this Act.''

Assembly's reason for disagreeing to the
amendment: The discoverers of oil referred
to in Subsections (1) and (2) of Section 1.6
are granted large areas which are free of
rent for a period not exceeding five years,
and on which a very small royalty is col-
lected. By giving them a preferential right
to ohtain four ordinary petroleum leases,
their reward is being- further increased. It
is already provided under the Act that a
person can hold uip to five petroleum leases
in any one oil field, and it is therefore
competent for the holder of a reward lease
to apply for ordinary leases. To agree to
the amendment would grant them another
1,280 acres.

No. 9. Clause 46, Suhelause 2: Delete
the words "one hundred and sixty acres"
in lines 22 and 23 and substitute the words
''three hundred and twenty acres.''

Assembly's reason for disaigreeing to the
amendment: It is considered that the area
provided originally under the Act, of 160
acres for each oil lease, is ample. A person
can hold five oil leases within the one oil
field, or a total of 800 acres.

No. 24. The Schedule: Part .1, lpara-
graph (a) :-Delete the wvords "For the first
five years of the term of the lease" in first
line and substitute the words "For the first
two years of the term of the lease no royalty
shall be charged, and for the next three
years the royalty shall be."

Assembly's reason for disagreeing to the
.amendment: The amendment provides that,
not only shall the holders of reward leases
have large areas free of rent, but they shall
not pay ainy royalty for two years. A con-
siderable amiount of oil might be produced
within the two years from which the Gov-
ernment would get nothing. The royalty
provided originally was quite low enough.
Papua provides for a royalty of 10 per cent.
at well-hecad, in addition to at rental of Is.
8d. Fer acre per annum, and the lodgment
of a bond of £10,000. We provide for a
royalty for the first five years of 5 per cent.,
rent at the rata of 6d. per acre, and no
bonds as far as leases are concerned.

No. 2-5. The Schedule: Part 11:-Delete
all words after the word "scale" in second
line dtown to and including "15 per cent."
in eleventh line and substitute the wvords:

"For the first two years a royalty not
exceeding five per cent.;

For the remainder of the term of the
lease a royalty not exceeding ten per
cent.; such percentage to be determined.
by the Minister."

No. 26. Delete paragraph (1) of the
proviso.

No. 27. Paragraph (3) of the proviso:-
Delete the words "the royalties prescribed
in this Part shall be the respective percent-
ages therein set forth" in the first and.
second lines and substitute the words "such
royalty shall be a percentage."

No. 28. New paragraph :-Add a para-
graph .at the end of Part II., as follows:-

"Such royalty shall he payable at such
times, and subject as aforesaid, in such
manner as prescribed by regulations
under this Act."
Assembly's leasou for disagreeing to the

amnendments :-Nos. 25 to 28: It is con-
sidered that the royalties provided originally
are reasonable. They are on a sliding scale,
and it must he borne in mind that oil will
have already been, discovered in the State
before these leases are taken up. Our lease
rents. and other conditions are most reason-
able.
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On mnotions by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendment.,, were not insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the relport adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assenibly.

BILIL-PE&RfIING CREWS ACCIDENT
ASSURANCE FUND.

Assembly's Further Message.

Mlessage from the Assembly notifying that
it continued to disagree with two amend-
meats made by the Council, now considered.

it Commnitte.
Hon. J1. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief

Secretary int charge of the Bill.

The CHAI liliAN: Onl page 100 of thle
-minutes iibers will find the message sent
to this Chamber by another place givingi,:
reasons for having disagreed to the amiend-
ineats madeo by the Council to the Bill. The
Council decided to insist on those amiend-
inents, and a mecssage was returned to the
Assembly. , For the first time in mny recol-
lection anl unusual course has been adopted,
that is to say, a mnessage Was returned by the
Assembly to the Council intimating that the
Assembly continued to disagree, hut no
further reasons were given for the continued
disagreement. Our Standing Orders pro-
vide that -when the Council amends a Bill
and returns , it to the Assembly, and the
Assembly disagrees with the Council's
amendmnenis, a message comnes back to the
Council, andI the Council can either insist on
its amendments or ask for a conference,' or
move that the Bill be laid aside. In this
instance the Council returned the Bill and
insisted ol its amendments. Then the
Assembly returned the Bill with a message
intimating that it continued to disagree with
the amendments made by tbe Council, but
the usual practice of asking for a conference
was not followed. The Assembly returned
the Bill, with the bare statement that it con-
tinued to disagree with the amendments. The
Council can now either return the Bill to
the Assembly with an intimation that it con-
tinues to insist on the amendments, or it
Can ask the Assembly to agree to a con-
ference. Should the Ass;embly decline, then
the Bill will he lost.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move--
That the Council no longer insists onl its

niendiment.

Hen. J. J. HLOLMES: I intend to ask
thle 1I orus': to insist upion the two anld-
uilents, and I call the attention of members
to the fact that this Bill, since its return
to this House onl thle 5th November, has
lieeni at the bottom of thle Notice Paper.
The reason tile Assembly gave for disagree-
ilg" to our amen~dmlenlts. Was that the board
.shouild have the widest choice in connection
with inl5LLauIce. Our unendiet goave the
hoard thle widest choice.

Hon)1. 1,. Craig;: Wider than the board had

I-ion. J1. 4 . HOLIIES: T7h original Bill,
as it canle to its, provided for insurance with
the State oflie, and our amendmuent enabled
the board to insure wvith any company.
loyd's will insure anything, anywhere and] at

any time, So we have given exactly what the
Assemiihly wvants. It was said here that the local
1insuranice c(impaulies had refused to quote.
I do niot blamec thle Minister becauise hie
gets his information from another place.
.1 took the precaution to inquire whether
thle insulranlce comp~anies had been asked to
quiote, and was informed tlhnt they had not
been asked. The Minister in charge of
the Bill in another place repeated thle
statement. When T saw that I got into
touch wvith tho chairman and secretary of
the Underwriters' Association-two in
whoin I had not mat before-and asked
whether it was a fact that they had been
app~roached and had refused to quote. The
position ap)peared to lie that the chairman
of the Underwriters' Association was
asked to meet the Minister in conference,
bult the chairman is bound to secrecy as
to what happened. Thle Minister does not
appear to heve lbeen hound. The mystery
surroundingf the Bill is diff'ieult to under-
stand.' Thle fact remains that the chairman
and secrctary said they had not been asked
to quote. To say that they had refused
to quote when they had not been asked is
clouiding. the issue. I suppose we should
dleal with the two amendments separately.

Thle CHAIRMAN:; Take them both to-

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No. 2 amiendmnent
can go. We have been trying to protect
the board from personal liability to any
creditor, and another place says the amiend-
nient; is not necessary. It passed a Bill
for bush nursingc containing a similar
ClaUiSe, and I noticed that the Dairy Pro-
ducts Marketing- _Regulation Bill also conl-
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tamned a similar clause. Yet for the pearl-
ing industry it does not matter.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It should be insisted
Oin.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We should insist on
both amendments.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am only speaking
for myself. 1 do not think there is any
hope of saving the Bill. Members can see
that it has been kept back till the last
day of the session.

The CHAIRMAN: As the Assembly con-
tinues to disagree with both amendments I
will take it that the Minister moves that
tihe two amiendments be no longer insisted
on. The alternative is for a inember to
mnove that the Council continues to insist
and asks for a conference.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That te amnendmnts be no longer insisted on.

I cannot say more than I have said previ-
ously. .[ have been definitely advised that
the Underwriters' Association were ap-
proached and declined to undertake the
risk. Therefore it becamne necessary to
seek other means of insurance, and as the
State Insurance Office was the only office
that would take the risk, prdvisioo. was in-
serted to include the State Insurance
Office.

Hon. 0, W. -Miles: We would be. stulti-
fying ourselves if we included the State
Insuirance Office.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern-
ment have been advised that the amend-
msent is unnecessary because the board will
be a body corporate. I recognise that there
is a difference of opinion between Mr.
Nicholson and the Crown Law authorities
on that point, but I must support the con-
tention -that there is no necessity for
amendment No. 2.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I think we should
return the Bill and continue to insist on
the amendments.

The CHAIRMAN:- And not ask f or a
conference?

Hon. J. J1. HOLMES: No, because the
Minister in charge of the Bill has stated
through the Press that he will not have a
conference.

Hon. 0. Fraser: That is unofficial.
Hon. J. 4. HOLMES: Send the Bill back

and let another place ask for a conference
or drop the measure. The responsibility
for dropping the Bill would then rest with.
another place, not with us. L

Hon. H. V7. PIESSE: I should like to
know who advised the Minister that the
Underwriters' Association -would not quote.

The Chief Secretary: The -Minister in
charge of the Bill.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I am anxious that
the Bill should become ]aw because it is
desired by the pearlers of Broome. To help
to get finality, I am prepared not to insist on
amendment No. 2.

Hon. J, Nicholson: That would not over-
come the main difficulty.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: There is a diffier-
ence of opinion between the Government's
advisers and Mr. Nicholson as to the need
for the second amendment and therefore 1
would agree not to insist on it. Still I can-
not agree to amendment No. 1. It makes the
provision so wide that the board could insure
with the Underwriters, Lloyds or the State
Insurance Office.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Even with their illegal
State Insurance Office?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I obljeet to includ-
ig the State Insurance Office in the Bill be-
cause we would be stultifying ourselves after
having thrown ou't the Bill to leg-alise the
State Insurance Office.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: Some extraord-
inary arguments have been advanced. If, as
the Minister said, the State Insurance Office,
which does not exist officially, is the only
office that will quote, why refer to any other
insurer? What could be wider than the
choice we have given the Government? I am
reminded of the man who -was afraid to hit
the father and .so he took it out of the child
Another place is endeavouriiig to sacrifice
the pearlers for sonic reason -which I cannot
fathom.

Hon, 0. W. MILES: I hope members will
continue to insist on the amendment. The
dispute has arisen through a bit of pig-
headedness on the part of the Minister in
another place. We have given the widest
possible choice; the board hmight insure
wherever they like. The Minister is trying
to force our hands, and if we continue to
insist on the amendments, we will put the
Bilt back into the Assembly and throw on
him the responsibility of dropping it.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I wish the amend-
nients. to be put separately.

Hon. L, Craig: No.
Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I wvould agree to

No. 2, but I certainly cannot agree to No. 1.
The CHAIRMAN: The issue seems to be,

who is going to ask for a conference?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I woiuld not
have spoken again but for the assertion
.about pigheadedness.

Hon. G, W, Miles: Your friend's State-
inent iii the Press shows it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 might
arawy a comparison between the so-called pig-
headedness of the Minister in another place
and the attitude of members here.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We will not stultify
ourselves for -the Minister or for the Govern-
went.

The CHIEF SECRETARY; Members
have been advised that the State Insurance
Office is the oniy one that will undertake the
risk.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Our amendment would
not prevent that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Although
that is so, members have said, "That's all
right; you can insure with the State Acci-
dent Insurance Office if you like hut for
goodness' sake don't mention the name of
that office!1" Is not that an example of pig-
headedness? The Bill is not a Governmient
Bill at all. I ami supporting my colleague
in another place though it is not in any way
his Bill, contrary to what has beea alleged.

Question put and a division taken with
the following reult:-

Ayes -

Noes 15

Majority against..

Hen. 3. M. Drew
Hon. C. G. Eliloa'Han. J. T. FrIanklin
Ron. G. Fraser

Ayzs-\Ron. E.. 1. Graylion. E. 11. Heenazi
Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale

(Teller.)
liogs.

Hon. B. H. Angelo Ron. H. 9. W. Parker
Hon. C. P. Baxter Hon. H. V. Pics.
Hon. L. B. Dolton lion. H. Seddon
Ron. I.. Craig Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. V. Hramersicy moil. 0. H4. Wittenoon,
Hon. W. J. Mann j Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. G. W. Milan Hon. J1. J. Holmes
Hon. J. Nicholson (Teller.)
Question thus negatived; the Council,'s

amendments again insisted on.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a mnessage accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

EBhL-ADORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assewi bfs Amendnents.

Schedule of 35 amendments made by the
Assembly, now considered-

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2:-Delete the words "over
twenty-one years of age" in line 23, page 2.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amandmwinlt be net amgreeud to.

Honi. J. J. HOL'MES. Aie wve supposed
to iiciorise all these amiendmjents) 'We
have nothing either printed or written
before us.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. memnbers have
to take the Bill as it left this Chamber and
went to another place. We are in a posi-
tion of Some hardship, the samie position as
memibers of the Assembly are mnore fre-
quently in. The position is reversed in this
instance. It is not often that a Bill
originates here, as this mneasure did. Hon.
members of the Couincil will now be able to
appreciate what this Chamber occasionally
inflicts on hon. members of the Assembly.
I shall leave the Chair for ten minutes.

Sitting suspended from 2.25 to 3.40 a.mn.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clause
is vital to the Bill. If we agree to the As-
senibly's amendiut it will mean that all
qnadroons and those of less than quarter-
blood will he exempted from the provisions
of the legislation. It will mean that the
child of a half-caste mother will riot be
brought within its scope, and mnany of these
people in the Great Southern will have all
the prilvileges of the white race.

Hon. L. Craig: And their mothers will
not.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so,
and these people will have the right of
entry to public houses, and so forth.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not ag-reed to.

No. 2. Clause 2. Delete the words "un-
less that person expressly atpplieas to be
brought uinder this Act and the Minister
consents" in lines 29, 30 and 31, page 2.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This amend-
menit is really consequential upon amend-
ment No. 1. I move--

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not agreed to.

N.o. 3. Clause ;. Add the following pro-
viso at the end of line 39, page 3: 'Provided
that any quadroon, so long as lie is uinder

. . 7
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the age of 1.6 years, whose parents (or
piarent if only one surviving or known) arc
or is ordered or have or has applied (and
obtained the consent of the Minister) to be
classed as natives or a native shall be classed
as a native.,,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The same
applies to this amendment, I move-

That tile aiendaicat he not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amtendmient not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 5. Delete Subelause 2,
page 4.

Thle CHIEF SECRETARY: This amnend-
ment is in tile same category. I movre-

'That tile amiendmnent 1)e nt agreed to.

Question put alid passed; the Assembly's
amendment tnt agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 6. In paragraph (h),
line 12, delete the words "if and when re-
quired by the commnissioner."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If wve accept
this amendment, it wvill mean that anx' in-
spector will have the right to enter any in-
stitution and inspect it of his own volition,
notwithstanding that it muay be controlled'or
managed by his superior officer. That
should not appeal to members. I move-

That the amiendment. be not atgreed to.
Question put and passed; the Assembly's

amendment not agreed to.
No. 6. Clause 6. Add "periodically" to

thle end of thle clause.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is anl

ametndment that we canl agree to, although
the wvord is really redundant. I move-

That the minendinent be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amieinment agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 11. Delete paragraph (c)
of the Clause, lines 20, 21, 22 and 23 of
page 5.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The deletion
suggested by the Assembly is rather im-
portant, and I hope the Committee will not
agree to it. Section 15 deals with persons
who assist the escape of an aboriginal, from
an institution, and if the Assembly's amiend-
nient be agreed to it will exclude natives. I
stress the importance of retaining- the provi-
sion. It is nlecessary to be in a position to
deal with those who wilfully assist natives
to effect escape from such control. I
move-

That the amnendment be not agreed to).

Question put and p)assed; the Assembly's
ainendmicit not agreed to,

No. S. Clause 12. Delete the words "use
suchi force as may be necessary to" in lines
6 and 7 of page 6.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
particularly important amendmnent, and the
Malse is vital to the Bill. If we agree to it,
it will mean that medical officers appointed
to inspect natives in the North, where, lep-
rosy and venereal diseases are prevalent,
will not have the power that is essential to
citable the examinations to be carried out.

Hotn. L. Craig: And the Legislative As-
semubly waint to remove that power?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. It may
be argued that we have authority uinder the
Health Act., and that natives may be re-
quiredc to report. If we had to rely upon
flint provision, the position in the North
would be impossible.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes: The natives would go
bush.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course
they would. I nov -

That the anleidment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembhly's
ainendtnent not agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 13. In line 23, delete the
word "twenty-one"l and insert the word "six-
teen-"

The CH] ElB? SECRETARY: The effect
of the anitndtnent would he to reduce the
guardianship age from 21 to 16 years. I
think the period between 16 and 21 years
of age, it many instances, is the most im-
portant, and during that timne we should
have control of the natives. I move---

Thait the antelidnient be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
aamendment tiot agreed to.

No. 10. Clause 13.-Delete paragraph (c),
lines 30 to 36 inclusive.

'The CHIEF SECRETARY: We bad a
long discussion on this matter and agreed
to the principle. It is nmost necessary from
tile point of view of the commissioner in
looking after thle interests of the natives
employed in various parts of the State. I
ilo'.e--

That the lneundwnt be not agreed to.

Quiestion put atid passed; the Assembly's
amendmtent not agreed to.

No. 11. Clause 14.-After the wvord
";amiendedf,' in line 37,1 insert a new para-

2601
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graphi (a) as follows:- 'a) By adding
after thle word 'protector/' wherever it occurs
in the section, the words. 'or ispector and

No. 12. Clause 14.-After the word "pro-
-vise," in line 38, insert the words "and
paragraph.",

-No. 13. Clause 14.-A-fter the word "the,"
at the end of line 40, insert the words
"irefusal to g-ranit, or buy a." -

On motions by the Chief Secretary, the
foregolirg a n iendmenents were agreed to.

No. 14. Clause 14.-At the end of the
clause, page 7, insert a new paragraph as
follows: :-For tihe purposes of this proviso
an application for a permit shall be deemed
to have been refused unless it is granted
within three mionths after the time when
application is made for the permit to comn-
mnissioner."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Where a
person apl)Jis for a permit and the com-
maissioner does not comie to a decision with-
in three mionthis , the applicant shall have the
right to assumne that it has been refused
and may appeal to a magistrate. I mov--

That the amiendmient be agreed to.

Question put and passed,; the Assembly's
amendmnent agreed to.

No. 15. Clause 1.-In line 13, after the
word "protector" insert the words "or
inspector."

On motion by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendment was agreed to.

No. 16.-Clause 16. In line 18, delete the
word "twenty-one" and insert the word

The CHIEF SECBETARY: This amend-
meat comes within the category of one al-
ready disagreed to. I move-

That the aiendient be not agreed to.

Question put and1 passed; the Assembly's
amendment not ag-reed to.

No. iL.-Clattse 17. In line 31, delete
the word "twenty-one," and insert the word
"sixteen."

On motion by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing a iendient was consequentially
not agreed to.

No. 18.-Clause 31, line 14. After the word
"balance," insert the words "between the
widow or husband of the deceased and/or
the next-of-kin, if the same or some of them
can be asertained according to the laws of
the State, in accordance with and in the

manner prescribed for the administration of
the estates of person4 dying intestate by the
Administration Act, 1903, and if such
wvidow, husband, and/or next-of-kin cannot
he ascertained."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Where a
native dies and leaves property the same
position wil' obtain as applies to a white
mnin. We have determined to give the comi-
missioner certa in rights to deal with p)10-
perty on account of the difficulty of dealing
with it under the ordinary law. For a consid-
erable time the Curator of Intestate Estates
has aplproved of tile Chief Protector acting
in this way, and we are asking that the pro-
cedure be legalised to facilitate matters for
all concerned. rube Assembly's amendment
would put us back into the position we
occupy today. I move--

'That the amendment be not agreed to.

QLLestion put and passed; thek Assembly's
amndment not agreed to.

No. 19.-Cla usc 21. In line 24, after the
word "entitled," insert the words "uinder the
regulations."

On motion hy the Chief Secretary the
foregoing amendment was agreed to.

No. 20.--Clause 21, line 37, delete the
word "indigent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
serious amendment and should not be ec-
cep ted. The clause provides for a fund for
certain purposes and the indigent native is
the one for whom we desire to eater. Under
the amendment we would not be permitted
to cater for him, hut the benefits would be
restricted to natives who are tile responsi-
hility of other people.

Ron. L. Craig: The amendmnent would
leave it open to any native, ineluding an
indigent native.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As a mattter
of fact, it will nullify the oblect of the
clause.

Hon, L. Craig: Who is to decide whether
a native is indigent?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 'In this ease
it would rest with the Commnissioner, or
possibly with the owners of the station. I
miove-

'That the amendment be not arced to.

Question pat and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 21.-Clause 21: After the word "ac-
cident" in line 5 of paragraph (1) of pro-
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posed new Section 33B insert the words "in
the course of employment tinder any such
perit!)

The CHTEF SECRETARY: I cannot
agree to this amendment either, because the
tuna is designied to cover the indigent native
who falls ill or who suffers an accident. It
has nothing to do with employment. The
fund is designed to meet the expense that
will have to be incurred in the supplying of
medical atttenion. I mnove-

'That the anmendmnt be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assemably's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 22.-Clause 21: Delete sub-paragraph
(ii) of Sub-section (3) of proposed new
Section 33B.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
very serious amendment. In effect this
would mean that in eases the clause deals
with, a sick man could be left on the door-
step of the protector and those responsible
would think no more about it.

.Hon. G. B. Wood: We spent a lot of time
over this clause.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, we
did. I move-

,That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
anmendment not agreed to.

No. 23. Clause 22, line 4 of paragraph
(b) : Delete the words "and for the past
maintenance of the child.."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
propose to raise any strong objection to
this amendment. On many occasions is
the department called upon to take the
responsibility for the maintenance of chil-
dren, and I do not see why the department
should not be able to recoup itself. I
move-

That the amtendmient be not agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 24. Clause 25: Delete paragraph (d)
of -?3belanse (2).

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is deal-
ing with the right, of the Commissioner to
object to a marriage between natives, so
long as he objects in writing on the pre-
scribed form. We had a long discussion
on this point. One feature that I stressed
was the fact that all kinds of mixed mar-
riages take place fromn time to time. It

may be desirable that the Chief Protector
should object to a marriage being cele-
brateci between a full blood native and a
half-caste woman.

Hon. L. Craig:. Does that mean objecting
to a tribal marriage?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, to a
Christian mnarriage. If there should be any
tribal objection to the marriage the Chief
Protector has the right to object also.
However, that is a different point alto-
gether. There are many reasons that mnight
sause the Chief Protector to raise objec-
tions to any marriage. I move--

That the amiendrnent be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2.5. Add the following proviso to
Subelause 2: ''Prdivided that any native
who is aggrieved on account of any objec-
tion by the Commissioner under this sec-
tion may appeal to a magistrate."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not many
occasions arise when. an appeal will be
made. If one is made, it will cost the de-
partment some expenditure. I have, how-
ever, no strong objection to the amend-
ment. I move-

Thatt the amendmient 1)0 agreed to.

Question put and passed;, the Assembly's
amendment agreed to.

No. 26. Clause 26, line 13: Delete the
words ''less than £925 nor.''

Thme CIEF SECRETARY: This amnend-
mnent means that the Assembly wishes to
cut out the minimnum fine of £25. That will
leave the position such that the fine may
be only 10s, and costs. It is time a pen-
alty wsas imposed that could be looked upon
as a deterrent. I move-

That the amniadmient be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly 's
amiendment not agreed to.

Nc. 27. Clause 26, line 1, page 13: De-
lete the words ''shall be re-numbered as

,Subsection 3" and insert the words "is
hereby deleted" in lieu:

The CHIEJ' SECRETARY:,- This is a
very important amendment from the point
of view of the white population. If it is
agreed to, it will mean that any policeman
may take acton against any individual who
has or has attempted to have sexual in-
tercourse with a native. If there was a
difference of opinion between two persons,
one might take action against the other
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out of spite. The safeguard against that
is the provision that such action shall not
be taken without the permission of the Com-
missioner. I move-

That the amendment be niot agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not agreed to.

N.28. Clause 28, line 14-Delete the
wordl "enteY':

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I can foresee
at danger if this amendment is agreed to. A
native may enter upon licensed premises
without being seen, in which ease probably
no0 action wvould be taken against the
licensee. On the other hand, if the word is
taken out, an aboriginal may think he has
a perfect right to go upon licensed premises.
It is important that the word should be left
in the clause. I move-

That the amendment be not ag-reed to-

Hon. L. CRAIG: T'his is a case of an
offence by the licensee who may be unaware
that a native has entered upon his premises.
That should not be regarded as an offence
and render -the licensee open to a prosecu-
tion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I believe this
provision is taken word for woard from the
Licensing Act. We should at all events
object to the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Assemblly's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 29. Clause 30, lines 11 and 12 -1)(!
lete the words "except with the consenlt of
a protector who is not a police officer";

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This defls
with native trials. A lot of trouble eaay be
saved if such matters are left to the discre-
tion of the Commissioner. I do not know
what the position is from the legal aspect.
The words might sa'e much trouble iud
ex pense.

Question put and passed; the Assembi is
amendment not arced to.

No. 30. Clause S1.-In line 35 delete. the
wvoid "may' and insert "shall."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This amiend-
ment, if not ridiculous, is impracticable.
There may be no head man of a tribe, or the
authorities may not know where he is, or he
may be three or four hundred miles% awaty.
Surely the court is the best judge whethier
the head man should be called in to
assist in a particular ease. Apparently the
desire is that there shall lie a head man

Lpreseiit at each trial. Then, if a head manl
could not be found to assist, tbe trial could
not proceed. T move-

That the tmalndment be not arced to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's.
amendment not agreed to.

No. 31. Clause 31.-In line 18, after thle
;vd "alppeal'- add the following proviso-
"Provided that the wife of an accused native
shall not he a compellable witness."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This appears
a desirable amendment. I move-

That thle amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assemibly's
amnendment agreed to.

No1. 32. Clause 31.-At the end of the
clause, add the following proviso: "Provided
further that no such permission shall be
granted north of the eighteenth parallel of
Sonth latituide.",

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If North-
WVest membners approve of the amendnmnt, I
shall raise no objection to it. The Assembly
evidently wishes to provide that the permis-
sion shalt. not apply to country uioritli of the
18th parallel of South latitude. I unrder-
stand the objection is that natives are highly
careless with poison, and that there have
been two or three accidents, with the result
that men have been seriously inconvenienced
through the actions of natives. Under the
anien(Inwnt if one wanted a native to poison
a few dingoes or foxes, one would riot he
able to let him do it. The amendmient seems
too drastic. I move-

That the amernenit be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not agreed tj).

No. 33. Clause 34.-In line 5 after the
wvord "account" insert the wor~is -cof thec re-
f usal by the Minister to grant such certifi-
scate, or."

No. 34. Clause 34.-In line 7 after the
word "resides" insert the words "The mnagis-
trate mnay make such order regarding the
issue or revocation of the cnitificat ats in
his opinion the justice of the case requires,
and such order shall he given effect by the

On motions by the ChicT Secretary, the
foregoing amendmnents. were agreed to.

No. 35.-New clause. Insert a new clause,
to stand as Clause 28, as follows:"8 A
new sect ion is inserted after Section 44 of
time principal Act, as follows :-4A. A
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niative child shall jiot, without the written
consent of the Minister, attend a Govern-
ment elementary' school within the meaning
of the Education Act, 1928, in any district
or locality where there is a native institu-
tion whichi is accessible and available wvithin
a distance of five miles to such child for the
purpose of such schooling or education."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would like
to irnquire, MNr. Chairman, if the new clause
is within the scope of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: I should say not. It
is more a matter for the Education Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: .1 raise that
question in order to get your opinion on the
point. If file amendment lbe agreed to, we
shall be fac ed with an extraordinarily seni-
Otis position. It will mean that in any district
where there is a native institution, irrespec-
tive of what it may be, every ative child
will have to go to that institution, provided
he can be taught there* and facilities for that
purpose are available.

Hon. J. Niclholson: It does not even say
that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is true.
This amendment would be all right if we
considered the position at Gnowvangerup be-
cause there is at mission there, and I have no
doubt the active people would have no oh-
jection to their children attending that par-
ticular school. In other districts, however,
there are schools or missions belonging to
certain denominations. As they are the
Only ones in the respective districts, the
native children will be compelled to attend
them and will not he allowed to go to any
other school. MNany coloured people arc
living respectable lives, especially in the
Great Southern, and no objection is raised
to their children attending the ordinaryT
schools at present.

Hon. L. Craig: There is a good deal of
objection on the part of white people.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is ob-
jection in sonic places, but not in others.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I have not beard of
any place where objection has not- been
raised.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There are
quite a number of such places. Will the
lion. member say that it is right to force
native children to attend a school 50 or 60
miles away fronm their homes?

Hon. L. Craig: But this applies only
within five miles of the child's home.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: On perusing
the Assembly's amendment, copies of which
are not available to members, I find that I-r.
Craig's statement is correct. I point out
that native children are attending 27 State
schools at present, and] if the amendment
should be agreed to and those native child-
ren forced to attend institutions for abo-
rigines, it will be most unfair.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: The first point to
consider is whether the new clause is within
the scope of the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so,
and I thoughit the Chairman' would have
ruled it. out of' order.

The CHAIRMAN: The Chairman hag no
power to rule out an amendment made by'
the Leg-islative Assembly. If we had dealt
with this amendment in Committee, I would
have ruled it out Of order as not coming
within the scope of the Bill, and being an
amendment more lproIperty to be moved i a
connection with the Education Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
~Thiat the amendment be not agreed to.
HEon. H. 1'. PIESSE: The provision that

the native children can attend schools if the
Minister gives his written consent provides
sufficient protection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The
amendment was proposed mainly, I believe,
to deal with the position at Gnowngerup,
bnt if it be agreed to, it wvill apply to the
whole State. At Broome, native children
would be compelled to go to the convent.

The CHAIRMAN: If my memory serves
me right, there is mio such disqualification in
the Education Act, but if the Assembly's
amendment be agreed to, a disqualification
will be provided.

Han. H. V. PIESSE: TPhis nmatter is
in the hands of the Minister and he can
control the situation. That should be suffi-
cienit protection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
opposing the amendment for the sake of
opposing it. What position shall we be in
in all thosc places far distant from Perth
in the North if the amndment is carried?
It will mean that every child must go to the
native institution withiin a distance of five
miles for education, unless the Minister
gives him 'permission to attend the State
school.

Honm. L. Craig: How many schools arm
tfhere of the nature of the Snowangerup
School?
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* The CHIEF SECRETARY: Quite a
number. T]here are others at Mt. Margaret,
Derby, Brome, Beagle Bay, Port Hedland
and so on.

Hon, G4. W, ils It would mean that
you would he giving exemption certificates
for perhaps 100 children.

The CI{IEF SECRETARY: I am to give
100 exemption tickets to children to attend
schools which would comne under the juris-
diction of another Minister. I disagree with
the amendment.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I have to
stick to my reputation of fighting for the
district I represent. I can assure hon. mem-
bers that the school at Onowangerup has done
very good work. The point is why should
not these children go to the school that is
provided there?

Question put and passed; the Ass9embly's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutianis reported end the report
adopted.

A Committee consisting of the Chief
Secretary, Hon. E. H. Angelo and Hen. L.
Craig drew up reasons for disagreeing to 24
Of the Assembly's amendments.

Reasoiks adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.

BILLr-TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Assembly's Further Message.
Message from. the Assembly received and

read notifying that it continued to disagree
to the Council's amendments Nos. 9, 11,
and 19, declined to agree to the Council's
further amendment to No. 20, and insisted
on its further amendment to No. 10.

iot Committee.
Hon. J5. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-

arv MHinister in charge of the Bill.
The CHAI RMAN: The message is merely

a rcpetition of the previous one.
No. 9. Clause 8, Subelause 4 (a.) (i), pag-e

6 :-Delcte, the words "an inspector," in line
37, and substitute the words "the Minister?'

No. 11. Clause 8, Subelause 4, (b) (i),
page 7 :-Insert after the word "Section" in
line 15, the words "Such warning to be in
writing signed by the Minister and delivered
at the place of busines of the printer."

No. 10. 'New Clause. Add a new clause
after Clausec 23, to stand as Clause 24, as

follows:-This Act shall continue in force
until the thirty-first day of December, 1938,
aiid no longer.

No. 20. Schedule :-Add the following
items to flie Schedule :-'"Clothing and
materials for clothing made wholly or parti-
ally of wool."

NoD. 10. Delete the words "the Minister"?
in lines 3 and 4 and insert in lieu thereof
the words "an inspector." Delete the words
"twelve hours before the date of publica-
tion" in lines 5 and 6 and insert in lieu
thereof the words "eight hours before the
usual time of publication." Delete the word
"twenty-four" in the last two lines and in-
sert in; lieu thereof the word "sixteen."

On motions by the Honorary Minister, the
foregoing amendments -were again insisted
oil.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL-PEARLING CREWS ACCIDENT
ASSURANCE FUND.

Assembly',, Request for Conference.

MAessage from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council, and noti-
fying that at such conference the Assembly
would be represented by three managers.

THE CHEIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [7.20J: 1 move-

That the Assembly's request for a conference
1)e agreed to; that the managers for the Council
be Hon. G. W. Miles, Hon. H. S. W. Parker,
and the ihiover, and that the conference meet
forthwithl in the President's ream.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 7.21 aj~m to
8.25 a.

BILL-TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AN
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Alssembly's Request for Conferenice.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amwend-
ments insisted upon by the Council and
notifying that at such conference the As-
sembly would be represented by three man-
agers.
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THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H1. Gray-West) [8.26]: I move-

That the Assembly's request for a conference
be agreed to; that the conference take place
forthwith in the Chief Secretary's room and
that tile managers for the Council be Hon. W.
. 1Mann, H. V. Please and the mover.

Question put and passed.

BILLr--ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it insisted on all its
amendments.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief

Secretary in charge of the Bill.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I mov--
That the Council continuec to disagree to the

amendments kindie by the Assembly and dis-
agreed to by the Council.

Question put and passed.
Resolution rep~orted, and the report

adopted.

Council's Request for Con ference.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.

Kitson-West) [8.33]: I move-
That the Assembly be requested to grant a

conference on their insisted-upon amendments,
and that the managers for the Council be
H-on. L. Craig, Rfon. R. HI. Angelo and the
mover.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly transmitted to the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 8.35 a.m.

to 4.20 p.m.

BILL-TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.
Conference Managers' Report.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray-West) [4.20]: I desire to report
that the Mlanagers met in conference and ar-
rived at the following agreement:-

Clause 2.-Insert a new definition as fol-
lows :-"Chief Inspector" mneans the Chief
Inspector of Factories appointed under the
Factories and Shops Act, 1920-

Clause 8.-A-dd. afteor the word "Minister"
as suggested in the amendment the words
"9or the Chief Inspector," in line 42 of
page 6.

Consequential amendments as above to be
placed in lines 4, 20, and 25 of page 7.

In line 309, page 7, after the word"and
add the words "in writing by the Minister or-
the Chief Inspector."

Clause 8.-Page 7, line 0, after the word
"before" add the words "the date of-'

Clause 24 of the Bill has been deleted
thus making the Act permanent.

Schedule-Add the following items to the
Schedule "Clothing and materials for cloth-
ing Imadle wholly or mainly of wool."

Report adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.

BILII-PEARLNG CREWS ACCIDENT
ASSURANCE FUND.

Conference Managers' Report.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. WV.

H. Kitson-West) [4.25] : I desire to report
that the managers representing this House
and another place miet iii conference and
failed to arrive at an agreement.

Report adopted and a message accordingly
returned to the Assembly.

BILL-ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Onference Managers' Report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I desire to,
report that the managers representing this
House and the mawnagers of another plae
miet in conference and arrived at the follow-
ing agreement:- I

No. 1.-Cause 2: The following was
agreed to:

Insert a further sub-paragraph after
the words "who is" at the end of para-
graph (b) of thc delinition of "Native"
in Clause 2 of the Bill:

(i.) A quadroon under twenty-one years
of age who neither associates with
nor lives substantially after the
manner of the class of persons
mentioned in paragraph (a) in
this definition uinless. such quad-
roon is ordered by a magistrate to
be classed as a native under this
Act.

No. 2-Clause 2: The following was
agreed to:-

Strike out. sub-pa-rag-raph (bi) of para-
grph (bi) of the definition in Clause 2 of

the Bill and substitute the following:-
0ii "A Person of less than quadroon

blood 'who was born prior to the
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31st day of December, 1936, unless
such person expressly applies to
be brought under this Act the Min-
ister consents"

No. 3.-Clause 5: The following amend-
ment was agreed to, namely that the pro-
posed new proviso inserted by the Legeisla-
tive Assembly to subsection 1. of proposed
new section SA he not insisted on.

No. 4.-Clause 5: The managers disagreed
to the amendment striking out subsection 2-
of proposed new Section 3A but agreed on
the following amendment:-

After the word "person"l insert the
words "who was horn prior to the 31st
day of December, 1936, and who is"
No. 5.-Clause 6: The managers agreed to

the amendment.
No. 7.-Clause 11: The managers agreed

that the amendment be not insisted on.,
No. 8.-Clause 12: The managers resolved

that the anienduient be not agreed to but
that the following amnendment be agreed
to: In paragraph (b) of lproposed new
section 15A ( Clause 12) strike out the words
"4use such force as may be necessary to," and
snbstitute the words "use such means a-4
may 'me necessary to."

No. 9.-C lamle 13: The managers is-
agreed to the -insertion of the word "sixteen"
for the word "twenty-one" in line 23 and
agreed that tile word "tweakt-onle" stand as
printed.

No. 10.-Clause 1.3: The managers dis-
agreed with the Assembly's amendment
striking out paragraphI (c) of the Clause
and agreed to thle paragraph (e) as
printed. The managers agreed to the in-
sertion of a further paragraph at the end
of Clause 13 as follows :-(d) By adding
a further subsection as follows:- (3) every
agreement or permit and agreement shall be
in accordaince with the prescribed forn.

No. 16.-Clause 16: The managers dis-
agreed to the amendment and agreed that
the proviso should stand as printed.

No. 17.-Clause 17: The managers dis-
agreed to the amiendnment and agreed that
the proviso stand as printed.

No. 18.-Clause 21: The managers agreed
to the amendments to sub-section (2) of
proposed new seetion 33A.

No. 20.-Clause 21: The managers dis-
agreed with the amendments proposed and
agreed to the following amendments :-In
paragraph (a) of sub-section (1) of pro-

pose'd new section :13B strike out the words
"twho is not other-wise insured and kept in-
suird to the ,.,tistactin of the Commissioner
against sickness or accident."

'No. 2- 1 .- In paragraph (b) of the same
sub-section strike out the(, word "indigent."

No. 22.-Clause 21. The inanager dis-
agreed with the amendmnent and agreed on
the following amendmnent :-In sub-section
(3) of proposed new section 3313, page 10,
line 4 , strike out all words after the word
"possible" and add the following:-(a) pro-
vidle free tranisport for the native and send
nim to the nearest and most accessible hos~i-
rid, or (b ) at the option of a protector
Iprov-ide free transport for the native to the
protector and thence provide free transport
for the native to the nearest and most ac-
cessible hospital.

No. 23.-Clause 22: The managers dis-
agreed with the amendment and agreed to
the following amlendment :-Iii paragraph
(b) of the clause insert after the word
".child" in line 3.5 the words "not exceeding
six months in the case of the child.-"

No., 24.-Clause 25: The managers dis-
agreed with the amndnments of the Assembly
striking out paragraph (d) of subsection
(2) of proposed new section 42, and agreed
that the paragraph should stand as printed,
and to the insertion of a proviso at the end
of sub-section (2) as follows;:-Prov'ided
that any native who is aggrieved on ac-
count of any objection by. the Comnmissioner
under this section maly appeal to a inagis-
trate in the magisterial district in which he
resides. Such appeal shall be in accordance
with the regullatidns, which may prescribe the
time for appealing anmd the procedure to be
followed.

No. '2.-Clanse 26: The mlanag-ers agreed
to the Assembly's amendments of the pro-
posed new sub-section (1) of Section 43 and
further agreed to the insertion of a further
sub-section after the new sub-section. (2)
proposed to section 43 :-(3) All offences
under this section shall be tried and deter-
mined by a resident magistrate.

The managers disagreed with the As-
semibly''s amendment striking out sub-section
(2) of Section 43 of the principal Act.

No. 28.-Clause 28: The managers agreed
to the Assembly's amendment.

No. 29.-Clause 30:- The managers agreed
to the Assembly's amendmlent.
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No. 30.-Clause 31: The managers dis-
agreed with the Assembly's aniendreent, but
agreed to the following amendment:-

In paragraph (c) of sub-section (2) of
proposed new Section if (D) strike out the
word "mnay" and substitute the following
i"shall if practicable.'

No 5.-Proposed new clause -4 (A)

The managers disagreed with the Assembly's
amendment.

Report adoplcel and a miessago according-ly
returned to the Council.

BILL-ABORIGINES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Atssenzbhj's Further Allesscege.

Mfessage from the Asspmnbly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the Con-
ference 'Managers' report.

BILL-TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Assembly's Further Alessage.

Message fromt the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had *agreed to the
Conference M-anagers' report.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

His Excellency the Licut.-Governor en-
tered 'the Chatnber at 4.50 p.m., and corn-
ianded the attendance of members, of the
Legislative Assembly, who accordingly ar-
rived with their Speaker.

Mr. Speaker presented the Appropriation
Bill, to which is Excellency assented.

His Excellency also gave assent to the fol-
lowing Bills, it; addition to Bills previously
assented to:-

Forests Act Amendment Continuance.
Financial Emergency Act Continuance.
Guildford Cemeteries.
'Western Australian Bush Nursing Trust.
Dividend lDuties Act Amendment.
Boat Licensing Act Amendment.
Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
Loan, £3,212,000.
Federal Aid Roads Agreement.
Pensioners (Bates Exemption) Act

Amendment.
Road Closure.
Reserves-

Financial Emnerg-ency Tax.
Mortgngecs' Rights Restriction Act Coni-

tinuance.
Northamn -Munici pal Council Validation.
Federal Aid Roads (New Agreement

Authorisation).
Lotteries (Control) Act Amendment.
Petroleum.
Financial Emergency Tax Assessment Act

Amendment.
Distress for Bent Abolition.
(icraldton Health Authority Loa n.
Dairy Products Marketing Regulation

Anmendmnent.
Purchasers' Protection Act Amendment.
Trade Descriptions arid False Advertise-

1i -u1ts.
Aborigines Act Amendment.
H1isi Excellency thereupon withdrew from

tihe Chamber,

ABDICATION OF KING EDWARD VIII.

Nessage from the Secretary of State for
the Domfinions.

THE OHIEF SEC UITARY (Hon. W,
HR. Kitson-West) [5.2]: 1 beg to announace
that I have received a message from the
Secretary of State for 'the Dominions re-
ga~rding the aubdication of His Majesty the
King, which message I shall lay onL the
Table of the House; but before do ing so I
request you, MrY. President, to read it to the
House.

The PRESIDENT: The following cable
messiage hasL been received by His Excellency
the Licatena nt-Governor, Sir James Mitchell,
uinder date the 10th December, 1936, fr-om
the Secretary of State for the Colonies:-

After long and anxious consideration I have
determined to renoturce the Throne to which I
succeeded on the death of ray father, and I aor
no0w communicating this, iny final and irrero-
table decision. ealising ire T do, the gravity of
this Step, I canL only hope I shall have tme
understanding of my people in the decision I
have taken and the reasons which have led me
to take it.

I wvill not enter now into my private feelings,
but I wvould say that it should be runiernbcred
that the burden which constantly rests upon the
shoulders of a sovereign is so heavy that it ca~n
only h e borne in circ"Instances different from
those in which I now find myself.

I conceive thiat I am not overlooking the
duties of a sovereign that rest upon me, but
pace in the forefront the public interest when
I declare that I am conscious that I can no
longer discharge this heavy task with efficiency
or satisfaction to myself. I have accordingly
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this morning executed an instrument of adbica-
tion in the terms following-

1, Edward VIII., of Great Britain, Ireland
and British Doninions Beyond the Seas, King-
Emperor of India, do hereby declare my irrevo-
cable determination to renounce the Throne for
myself and for my descendants, and I desire
that effect be given to this instrument of abdi-
cation immediately whereto I have hereunder
set my hand, this Tenth day of December, Nine-
teen Hundred and Thirty-six, in the presence of
witnesses who a-re subscribed. Signed, Edward
R.I.

My execution of this instrument has been wit-
nessed by my brothers, Their Royal Highnesses
the Duke of York, the Duke of Gloucester and
the Duke of Kent.

I.' deeply appreciate the spirit which has
actuated the appeals made to nie to take a dif-
-ferent decisioa, and I have, before reachaing my
final determination, fully pondered over them,
but my mind is made up.-

Moreover, further delay cannot but be most
injurious to the peoples whomt I have tried to
servo as Prince of Wales and as King, and
whose future happiness and prosperity are the
constant wish of my heart.

I take leave of them in the confident hope
that the course which I have thought it right
to follow is that which is best for the stability
of -the Throne and the Empire, and the happi-
mess of my peoples. I am deeply sensible of the
consideration which they have always extended
to me both before and- after my accession to the
Throne, and which I know they will extend in
full measure to my successor.

I am most anxious that there should be no
delay of any kind in giving eff ect to the instru-
ment which 1 have executed, and that all neces-
sary steps should be taken inmmiediately to secure
that my lawful successor, my brother, His
Royal Highness the Puke of York, should as-
cend the Throne.-Edward R.I.

ADJOURNMENT-CLOSE OF SESSION.

Complimentary Remadrks.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [5.8]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
dale to be fixed by the President.
This will be the last occasion on which we
shall meet this session, mid it is now my
privilege to convey to you, Mr. President, on
behalf of myself and members of this
Chamber, our appreciation of the courtesy
and consideration you have extended to us
in the discharge of the duties of your
honoured office. We realise how much we
are indebted to you for the maintenance of
that tradition of harmony that invariably
characterises the conduct of this Chamber,
and it is the sincere desire of every member
that you may long, be spanred to preside over

the deliberations of this House. We are also
indebted to the Chairman of Coin niittees
and to his deputies, and I would express the
thanks of bon. members and of myself to
them for their courtesy and the willing
manner in which they have conducted the
Commnittee work. I should also like to ex-
press our appreciation of the efficiency -of
the Clerk of Parliaments and the 'Usher of
the Black Rod. I wish, on behalf of mem-
bers, to thank the Chief "Hansiard" Reporter
and his staff for the very accurate and help-
ful manner in which they have performed
their task, and I would gratefully remark on
the ready assistance and courtesy extended
to us by the other officers and staff down to
the messenger boys. Finally, I would like
to express ny very deep appreciation of the
courtesy and consideration that hon. mem-
bers have accorded mc during my first
session a.% Leader of the House. Particularly
would I remark on the last two or three
weeks which have been exceedingly strenu-
ous, bupt which have been made much easier
by the very willing way in which members
have met my desires. My predecessor and
old chief, Mr. Drew, set a very high stand-
ard in exercising the very arduous duties
that the leader of the House is called upon
to perform. It has been my constant endeav-
our to live up to that standard, and in at-
tempting to attain that end, I have been
fortified by the sympathetic support ex-
tended to mne by niember-; of the House dur-
ing the period of -my leadership. To one
and all I extend my best wishes foe health
and prosperity during the ensuring year.

HON. c. r. BAXTER (East) [5.12]: 1
wish to reciprocnte the remarks of
the Chief Secretary. This session and
particularly the l ast 24 hours have
been noticeable for the very even
tenor that has marked the transaction of the
business of the House. Every member has
applied himself to the task and that task
has been to mould legislation in such a
manner as to he beneficial to the whole of
the people of the State. To you, Mr, Presi-
dent, we owe much. As usual you have dis-
played great patience, which I personally
appreciate, probably not having deserved it
all. I have to thank you also for the very
able assistance and advice you have always
so readily given. This has been character-
istic of you during your Presidency over
mnany years, which I hope will he continued
for many sessions to come. We are very
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fortunate in having so able andi so kindly-
disposed a President to rule over us. I wish
to congratulate the Chief Secretary heartily
on the very able manner in whichi he has
carried out his duties during the session. He
has referred to the lead that 'Mr. Drew has
given, and wvithi his remarks I fully agree.
Mr. Drew has been a remarkable leader and
nil who follow him and even members of 'lie
Chamber may take pattern from him. The
Chief Secretary 'has ably followed Mkr.
Drew's lead, and has not only done credit
to himself but has gained the respect of
every member for the kindly manner in
which hie has discharged his all too arduous
duties. To the Acting Clerk of Parliaments

Iwish to extend my thanks for the very
miauy privileges hle has conferred upoiin u.
His advice has been exceedingly valuaible,
and he has proved most diligent Aiii
thorough. in dischargig his duties. He is
following in the footsteps of a man who
must be very difficult to follow, that very
able, g-enerous; and kindly old genttlman.
Mr. Grant, whom, we all miss so much. I
congratulate Mr. Leake on so ably folowing
in Mr. Grant's footsteps. M1r. Sparks, as
Acting 'Usher of the Black Rod, has excelled
himself in that position, and we appreciate
thle fact that he has. bent himself to the task
with no small success. As I have been able
to say during the long term of years I have
been a member of this House, so I ami able
to say once more the same old words of con-
gratulation to thle "Hansard" staff. To me
their work is still aL puzzle from the stand-
point that when I receive theo proofs of ray
speeches there arc so few corrections to
make. I think they must be super me.(n to
follow mne as they do, and very of ten I t.(. el
that they have done more justice to my
speeches than I myself have done- I appre-
ciato the many kindnesses I have received
from that quarter. Perhaps I should apolo-
gise to our old friend, the Chairmen of
Committees, for not having addressed mvy
remarks to him earlier. To him our heartfelt
thanks are due to the manner of his work,
and I personally thank him for his great
courtesy to me. It seems like a waste of
words to Speak of that, because he has
always proved so thorough in that position.
I hope that Mr. Cornell many long he spared
to grace the position. If for any reason he
left it, we should feel the loss keenly. 'fha
temporary Chairmen of Committees have
done exceedingly well white occupying the
Chair, and if the services of one of them

wvere necessary to fill the higher position, we
need have no fear for the result. Other'
oflicers as usual have been attentive and
courteous, and at all times have been'willing
to go out of their way to attend, on members
and make things as pleasant as possible for
uIS in the discharge of our duties. I hope
that the New Year will be a bright one for
every member, that each will enjoy good
health and that all will meet again in bright
spirits. and in the best of -health to start
another session. To you, Mr. President, to
tile Chief Secretary and officers of the
House, I offer the best wishes for a happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) r5.181:
Once again it is my privilege to
return thanks for the kindly re-
cognitioa of mny work in the capacity of
Ch1air-man of Committees. This session there
have been some changes from the general
run of business in this House. May I per-
sonally thank you, Mr. President, both as a
friend and a eolleague for the valuable as-
sistance you have rendered mue as Chairman
of Committees. I wish also to thank lay
deputies for their hellp. As temporary
Chairmen of Committees they have been
weoighed in the balance, hut not found want-'
ing; they have made good. The most pleas-
ig feature Of this session hams been the pro-
motion of Mr. Kitson to the leadership of
the House. He has demonstrated that a
good sergeant-major can make an excellent,
considerate and eompe'tcnt company corn-
mander, capable of showing all that regard
to members for which we look froln thdi
Leader of the House. Mr. Kitson has more
than realised the expectations of members.
and has pulled more than his full weight in,
time capacity of Leader. May I say the
same of his sergeant-major, the honorary
Minister, who with his limited experience in
his new office has certainly made good. He,
too, possesses the eharacteristies ok a corn-
mander. I regret that Mr. Grant is no
longer with us in the flesh though he is still
w6ith us in the spirit. The most congenial
part of my wyork as Chairman 'was when I
sat between our two humourists, Mr. Grant,
as Clerk of Parliaments, and Mr. Leake as
his Assistant. Although I have lost my
right-hand supporter of old, my left-hand
supporter has become my right-hand sup-
port. -What can be said of the Chief Sec-
retary making good can also he said of Mr.
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Leake. No mant is more proud of the man- grief to its sill. I sincrely hope that in
ncr in which Mr. Leakc has discharged his
duties as Clerk of the House and of Parlia-
went than that amiable and estimable gentle-
Juan whose place he has taken. I thank all
the officers and employees of the House for
their loyal service. ]In my long association
with Parliament I have received nothing but
consideration and good service from the
officers generally and every employee of
Parliament. In that I include the members
of the "Hansard" staff. From them we
do not want justice; we want mnercy, and I
think they give us that on every occasion.
The help given to memibers, particularly to-
wards the end of the session, by the officers
of the Crown Law Department, is appre-
ciated by us all. They are a necessary ad-
junct to this institution. There is one re-
mark I appreciate particularly from Air.
Baxter, namely that I might have a long
life. I hope I shall live up to that expecta-
tion.

RON. V. ETAMERSLEY .(East) [5.24J:
As an old member of the House I join in
the expressions of goodwill towards you,
Mr. President, for the coming year. We
thank you for the energy with which you
have thrown yourself into the work of this
House, for the kindness you have displayed
to us all, and for your guidance throughout
the session. I feel that we owe you a great
deal for these and other considerations. To-
wards you there is a feeling of goodwill
throughout the Chamber, and this has been
evidenced all through the session. From the
Chief Secretary we have received the great-
est courtesy, as well as front the Honorary
Minister. To both Ministers we convey our
wvarmiest expressions of goodwill. These
good wishes ame also extended to the Chair-
men of Committees. We recognise that a
heavy burden has been placed upon those
three gentlemen during the session. To all
members of the House I tender my thanks
for many kindnesses and cour-tesies. I also
desire to welcome to the House the several
new members. They' are all workers, and I
congratulate them on their election." The
House has certainly gained by their entry
into the debattes of this Chamber. I wish
to express the deep concern we felt during
the statement you read to us a little while
ago, Mr. President.. A few short months
since, we all swore allegiance to oar new
Kig, but within the last half-hour we have
received a message which I feel has caused

is Majesty' 's successor we shall find one
who will be as able and as much loved as
his father was before hin. We all looked
forward to Edward VIII's reign and to his
bcing the greatest Ring the British Coin-
fioawenlth had ever known. I know I am
expressing the regret of every member in
the unfortunate circumstances that have
ar-isen, which cireunmstances have caused our-
Xing to take the course hie has done. I
thank members of the "Hnad staff, the
Clerk and Usher of the Black Rod, and all
associated with the carrying out of the work
of this Chamber. I wish you, Sir, Ministers,
and all members a happy Christmas and at
pirosp~erous New Year.

THE PRESIDENT [5.29] : I appreciate
greatly the many kind and generous remarks
that h ave been made concerning myself. I am
suire the remarks about the officers of the
House, the staff generally and "Hansard"
are very much apipreciated. Knowing them as
I dot, tile eulogistic references to the officers
were I think, thoroughly deserved. I can
earnestly say that whatever portion of the
kindly wvords that have been said about me
I my lie worthy of, is due entirely to the
assistance of others in this Chamber. At is
due to the unfailing courtesy and kindness
of members, to their consideration towards
me, to their desire to assist me and never
to hinder. It is also due especially to the
Chief Secretary and the Honorary Minister,
as well as to the wvonderful help I have re-
ceived from the Chairman of Committees,
Air. Cornell, and his Deputy Chairmen, Mr.
Nicholson, Mr. Hamersicy and Mr. Fraser.
lIt'is due also to a great extent to the officers
at the Table of the House. Those officers
are worthy of congratulation inasmuch as
it is the first session in which they have
carried out their present 'duties, and, at any
rate during the last couple of days, those
duties have been particularly difficult and
onerous and have been associated with prob-
lems that were not easy to solve. I heartily
endorse the congratulatory remarks that
have beets made concerning the two Ministers
in this House, and wish them thbe compli-
ments of the season. I reciprocate all the
good wishes that have been expressed for the
coniing year, and my hopes for them and
for Western Australia are that the New
Year will bring a prosperous time for all.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.32 (F&iday) p.m.


